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PREFACE. 



npHESE Sermons are published with one 
disadvantage, which belongs of neces- 
sity to every posthumous publication : they 
are selected by other hands than those of 
their writer, and they have never received 
his final corrections. 

Yet, on the other hand, such sermons 
come with a claim upon the attention of 
the reader which is in some sort peculiar 
to themselves. For, first, they have that 
peculiar freshness which belongs to what 
has been thrown off from the living heart 
and mind of the composer, without having 
passed through those slower processes of 
revision which often destroy quite as much 
of vigorous originality of conception as 
they add of exact accuracy of expression. 
And, secondly*, such addresses come with 
the solemnity of appeal which belongs to 
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a voice which seems to reach us from the 
other world. That peculiar power which 
hangs about the last words of a Christian 
martyr, belongs in -its measure to them. 
With such a belief we know that he who 
has passed before us into the eternal world 
was upheld even to the last; such love, 
such cautions, such light belonged to him 
who has attained unto that which it is the 
longing desire of our hearts to reach, — to be 
found ** faithful unto death." This peculiar 
character of interest will belong far more 
forcibly to some writings than to others, 
because its presence will mainly depend 
upon the degree in which they actually 
exhibit the writer himself as he lived, and 
struggled, and prayed, and loved. Where 
they are stamped with the reality of his 
own life, he who wrote them will seem to 
be standing yet beside us, and speaking 
with all the gathered experience of that 
spiritual life on which the G^ieat Master 
has set the seal of His solemn approbation. 



PREFACE. Vll 



This character belongs in an eminent 
degree to these sermons. Any one who 
knew their writer well, can trace his own 
spiritual life in its struggles, in its strength, 
and in its growth, written out as in an auto- 
biography within them. Perhaps we may 
say that his special characteristic was a 
high-minded simplicity of character : that 
he had no disguises, no second purposes ; 
but that a plain, noble singleness of pur- 
pose ran through his life. He had learned 
to love God, to rest his own soul for all 
upon His love, to give up all for it. And 
from this he had learned to be very loving 
to others, to see in them everything that 
was good, and to be eminently forbearing 
towards their faults. 

During his latter years, too, he lived with 
an unusually near sense of the probability 
of that which actually happened — a sudden 
death. And thus there was ever present 
to his mind a ^ense of the greatness of the 
work which might be done, and had need 
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to be done on earth, and of the short space 
which might remain in which alone it could 
be accomplished. The counsels of such 
a man have about them a most blessed and 
instructive reality. 

This reality is evermore breaking out 
in such utterances as these : " Let us re- 
member that we have not only a work 
to do for God, but a limited time in which 
to do it. We cannot afford to go leisurely 
about the saving of our souls, whilst the 
sand is running out of the hour-glass, and 
we, the while, not knowing how near the 
end may be. The lamp of God s Word 
we have, not to sleep by, but as men on 
a journey by night, who must reach their 
destination betimes *." 

Or, again, what a sense of reality as to 
the deeper actings within us of the Divine 
Love, pervades such a passage as the fol- 
lowing. He has been describing the dif- 
ferent crises in the spiritual life by which 

• P- 50- 
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different souls are tried as in the fire, and 
** before such an one," he continues, ** there 
evermore comes the most Blessed One, 
bending under the weight of His Cross, 
and inviting His disciple to take up his, 
whatever it may be, and to follow Him. 
The man accepts the invitation ; he clings 
to the Hand stretched out in inexpressible 
Love to sustain him : then comes, flowing 
in deep, calm, life-giving streams over his 
inner soul, a sense of love never before 
known to his heart, or never in equal de- 
gree. To Him that loved him first that 
love is rendered, and then to all men for 
His sake. Because he has come to know 
more of his God, therefore he loves more^*' 
This was indeed, his own experience. 
He was called upon well nigh at the noon 
time of his years, with all that could make 
life desirable, with the love of a most 
loving family, with the warm affections 
of a band of noble-hearted friends, with 

^ p. 63. 
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a power of great and gladly rendered 
active service, to look calmly in the face, 
day by day, the probability of an early 
and sudden summons from all which his 
great power of loving made so dear to 
him. And grace was given to him to 
listen with a childlike obedience to that 
call. No one ever heard from his lips 
one breath of murmur at what the Hea- 
venly Father had appointed, and the 
pierced Hand had divided to him. The 
blessedness of following the Lamb was 
already granted to him, and in the obe- 
dient life of those last years he did indeed 
most visibly to all around him, live in 
close and growing communion with his 
Lord ; and when the call came he was 
ready. Casting away the garment of his 
feeble flesh, he arose and came to Jesus. 
The sudden throb of an over- wrought 
heart ; a moment's faintness ; the grasping 
of the loving hand to which he was sig- 
nalling a passing farewell ; and he was 
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at rest. From that perfect rest, we doubt 
not, of the redeemed he speaks to us. 
May God's grace yet bring home his words 
to other hearts; and so again and again, 
through the veil which hides it from us, 
into that Paradise of the Blessed where 
he is, may his works for the Lord whom 
he loved still continue to follow him ! 

S. O. 



CuDDESDON Palace, 
Dec, 1864. 



A FEW WORDS TO THE STUDENTS 
IN ADVENT, 1862. 



This Address was dictated by Mr. Swinny on the Saturday 
preceding Advent Sunday , 1862, and was read to the Students 
in the College Chapel the same evening. It may be regarded 
as his last public official cut. 



T WISH to suggest to your minds, my dear 
^ brethren, a few simple thoughts suited to 
the season. It is a season of expectation^ as 
Christmas is oi joy, Lent of humiliation^ and 
Easter of triumph. We are beginning a fresh 
Christian year, with the Incarnation to celebrate 
and the Judgment to prepare for. Thank God 
that He does not permit us to forget these 
great events ; for great indeed they are, well- 
nigh the only great ones. 

The Son of God has come down and has 
espoused to Himself a most pitiable object, 
poor and blind, and naked and defiled. By and 
by He will come again and receive her to Him- 
self, and take her home to dwell with Him, and 
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entertain her royally at the great Supper. Mean- 
while He has washed her defilement away in 
His blood, and clothed her with His own right- 
eousness, and enriched her with treasures of 
wisdom and grace. And so the bride desires 
never to forget the day of her espousals, that 
day of His unfathomable condescension and 
love, and equally desires to have constantly 
before her the day of the approaching marriage. 
She looks for the signs of His coming, she 
strains her ears to catch the sound of the 
wheels of His chariot. She is never weary of 
preparing herself for the great day, never thinks 
she can do enough to testify her love, to sepa- 
rate herself from what would displease her Lord, 
to occupy herself as He would have her to be 
occupied at His coming. 

We are unworthy of our position in the Church 
of the living God if this is not the state of our 
hearts, — preparation, that we may the better, the 
more holily, celebrate the mystery of the In- 
carnation; preparation, that we may the more 
simply and heartily welcome the return of the 
Son of God to judge the world, and to take 
back His own to glory. 
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Let it then be supposed that this is the desire 
of our hearts, — to be in such a state, that we 
should rejoice to hear the archangel's trumpet 
and to see the world melting away in the fires 
of that day. Clearly, in such a case, there must 
be a disentangling of our hearts from all perish- 
able things, and a binding of them fast round 
the things that are eternal. And what steps 
towards this end are we going to take this Ad- 
vent? We must make up our minds to-night 
in the strength of the Spirit of God, and begin 
in earnest to-morrow. The new year must find 
us new men in our purposes, and beginning 
to be new men in our ways. 

Broadly and generally resolve, my dear breth- 
ren, that holiness shall be the character stamped 
on all your mind and life forthwith and onwards 
increasingly. Specially, begin with some one 
distinct new practice ; be, in some one thing, 
different to-morrow and hereafter from what 
you have been hitherto. For example, give up 
something you like, touching which those who 
are over you in the Lord admonish you, as 
unsuited to that holy calling with which you 
hope to be called. 
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Put the rein upon tongue or temper, or self- 
will, at meal times, or when thrown with one 
another in times of relaxation. Adopt defi- 
nitely some devotional practice which you have 
not hitherto used, e.g. greater frequency at mid- 
day prayer or at Holy Communion, or an ad- 
ditional season of private prayer or of reading 
Holy Scripture, or the exercise, a certain number 
of times in the week, of meditation, or a more 
distinct practice of fasting. 

What the act itself may be is not so important 
provided it be done (i) with a purpose of ac- 
complishing, more fully and more lovingly, the 
will of the Lord ; (2) with the desire of growing 
in fitness for the hour of His appearing. 

If you will indeed do this with humble prayer 
for the help of the Spirit, then — 

(i.) The act itself will be exceedingly accept- 
able, through Christ, before our Father which 
is in heaven. 

(2.) It will not be an isolated act, but will 
prove to be one of a series increasing in great- 
ness and in beauty as the year rolls on. 

(3.) The success which God will certainly give 
to your efforts will stimulate you ; for it will 
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be (a) an evidence of the presence of God the 
Holy Ghost with you, and (13) a pledge to you 
of continued progress in grace. 

And then, (4,) when the voice shall be heard 
saying, " Lo, I come quickly," your hearts will 
exult within you, and will cry in answer, " Even 
so, come Lord Jesus, come quickly!" 
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2 PETER i. 19. 

" Wit l^afeje als0 a mow sore feoA jof propl^erg; fafe^rttttrfo 
g« b0 fe«U tfeat ge tafu feteir, as mto a lig^ t|^at s|^md^ 
fat a bark plate, tmtil tfe« bag bafen, anb t|^« bag star 
arisje in gour pearls/' 

I. nnHE subject of the word of prophecy here 
-■- mentioned appears to be the second 
coming of Messias. To correct errors that had 
arisen about that great event, to impress it upon 
his fellow servants, to warn them against deceivers, 
and to prepare them for the time drawing near, 
was St. Peter^s object throughout the Epistle. 
That "an entrance might be ministered unto 
them abundantly into the everlasting kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ*," he ex- 
horted them to give diligence to mjike their 
calling and election sure. It was no cunningly 
devised fable which he and his brother apostles 

had followed, in "making known to them the 

• 

• 2 St Pet. i. 10, II. 
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power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ ^" 
Of this future glory they had received a token 
when on Mount Tabor they had been "eye- 
witnesses of His majesty," what time He was 
transfigured before them, and " there came such 
a voice to Him out of the excellent glory, This 
is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased *.*' 
The meaning of this striking incident was more 
explicitly and unequivocally given, he says, by 
the declarations of prophecy, to which he ex- 
horts that close and constant attention should 
be given. For false prophets there should be, 
many and dangerous*, and wilfully ignorant 
scoffers ®. Then he warns them ' that, whatever 
men may think, it is not slackness, but long- 
suffering mercy which delays as yet the coming 
of that day — ^the suddenness of which, and its 
terrible concomitant circumstances he sets forth ^, 
concluding his Epistle with the exhortation he 
had already pressed upon them, to be watchful 
and diligent ^ that they might be "found of the 
Lord in peace, without spot, and blameless V 

^ 2 St. Pet. i. i6. « Ibid. I 17. ^ IbiA ii. i. 

« Ibid. iii. 3. ' Ibid. iii. 9. » Ibid. iii. 10 — 13. 

^ Ibid. i. 12 ; ill I, 2. ^ Ibid, lit 14. 



PROPHECY: ITS VALUE. 



II. "We have also a more sure word of pro- 
phecy :" " also," i.e. in addition to the excellent 
majesty in which the Lord Jesus was seen, — 
over and above this, we have the testimony of 
prophecy to His future glory. And this St. 
Peter calls " more sure," perhaps as being more 
explicit, and less easily misunderstood ; for it 
might not have been the case that the majesty in 
which the Saviour shone that day, signified that 
He should hereafter shine forth in a new and 
eternal glory, had it not been that the pro- 
phecies, before and after, declared that truth 
in language too clear to be mistaken. But on 
this point there is a remarkable chain and har- 
mony of predictions. " Enoch, the seventh from 
Adam, prophesied, . . . saying. Behold, the Lord 
Cometh with ten thousands of His saints V* Of 
this consummation we are told that the prophets 
who prophesied of old, " searched what, or what 
manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was 
in them did signify, when It testified- beforehand 
the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should 
follow V Such glory saw Daniel the prophet, 
" in the night visions," when " one like the Son 
^ St Judei4. * I St. Pet I ii. 
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of Man came with the clouds of heaven, . . . 
and there was given Him dominion and glory, . . . 
an everlasting dominion which shall not pass 
away, and His kingdom that which shall not be 
destroyed °*/' Of the same^did the Lord Himself 
declare plainly, "The Son of Man shall come 
in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him ; 
then shall He sit on the throne of His glory, and 
before Him shall be gathered all nations"" to 
judgment. And those holy angels, who are 
hereafter to form part of His glorious train in 
that most solemn hour, knowing these things 
beforehand, added their testimony to the gazing 
disciples: "This same Jesus, which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven**/' 

And every Apostle whose writings have come 
down to us, sets before us this most momentous 
event as certain, and rapidly drawing near, and 
uses it to stimulate or to comfort the believers. 
St. Jude is full of it in his short Epistle, and has 
preserved to us the remarkable prediction of 
Enoch. St. James reminds us that " the coming 

"» Dan. vii. 13, 14. ° St. Matt. xxv. 31, 32. 

® Acts L II. 
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of the Lord draweth nigh p/' St. John has re- 
corded the wondrous revelation that was made 
to him in Patmos, of which no small part is 
occupied with the glories of the Lamb of God. 
And St. Paul, an independent witness, who 
neither had been with the other Apostles in their 
following of Jesus in Judaea nor had seen His 
transfiguration in the holy mount, yet taught 
the Gospel, as he was, directly by the Lord 
Himself, has given us clear and full notice how 
the Lord shall descend from heaven with a shout 
and the trump of the archangel, to demand an 
account from the living and the dead, and to 
take back His own to be for ever with Him in 
His kingdom and glory. " In all his Epistles^" 
he has treated of these things, and refers ever 
to this event for warning, and for the time of 
the fulfilment of the Christian's hopes. 

HI. St. Peter calls this "word of prophecy" 
"a light that shineth in a dark place." Now 
it is so, — 

(a.) As foretelling events not discoverable by 
reason, or in any other way than by the express 
revelation of God. That the Jews should be 

P St. James v. 8. •» 2 St. Pet. iii. i6. 
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restored to God's favour and reinstated in His 
Church, — ^that every antichristian power, however 
for a season triumphant, should ultimately be 
swept away with an entire destruction, — that 
then our great God and Saviour should reappear 
in His glorified human body, that thousands 
of angels and saints should come as His attend- 
ants, that our bodies should all be restored from 
their graves in the sea and on the dry land, and 
thereupon the judgment begin, according to each 
man's particular life in the flesh, all written and 
noted down in the books then opened, — that 
the end of this judgment should be the carrying 
away of wicked men, and all who had forgotten 
God here, into a place of fearful and inter- 
minable torment, and the opening of the gates 
of heaven to all them that love the Lord Jesus 
Christ, — all this, and the nature of those joys 
upon which the redeemed shall enter in that day, 
the pure white robes of perfect righteousness 
wherewith they shall be clothed, the goodly 
society in which they shall spend eternity, the 
beautiful hymns and songs of fervent praise 
which they there shall sing for ever, — the reve- 
lation of this is a light, shining in the most vivid 



prophecy: its value. 



contrast with the dark and miserable guesses of 
ancient heathen philosophy, and the abominable 
inventions of Mahometan sensuality. 

(/3.) The prophetic word is, further, a light 
in its natural effect on the heart of him that 
believes it When Hezekiah^, in the fulness 
of bread, waxed gross in the forgetfulness of 
God, when his heart was lifted up within him, 
as he shewed his treasures to the northern 
ambassadors, what must have been the effect 
on his mind of the announcement, "all these 
things shall by and by be carried away to 
Babylon !" To be informed, on infallible autho- 
rity, that what he prized so highly, and gloried 
in as a possession to be transmitted to his 
children after him, that all this, from being the 
glory of his house should become its shame, 
and the token of its humiliation, — how must 
that prophetic light have opened his eyes to 
discern the small real value of what he had 
esteemed so highly ! On the other hand, when 
in the hour of sore depression and banishment 
from their own land, the children of Israel heard 
the words of promise repeated*, and the very 

' See 2 Kings xx. 12, sqq, • Isa. xliv. 28. 
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name of Cyrus proclaimed as their future de- 
liverer, — ^when they knew by the word of Him 
that cannot lie, that though Jerusalem was then 
desolate and the house of God in the dust, 
yet that their city should within a few years 
be builded again, and the temple once more 
rise up from its ruins, — how must their spirit 
have been cheered within them, and their cou- 
rage nerved to endure for a little season the 
scoffs of them that had led them away captive ! 
And what must be the effect on a believing 
mind, of the prophecies in God's Word con- 
cerning the "power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ*?" If a man's heart be naturally 
inclined to covetousness, or his affections prone 
to the pleasures of sin, will not the conviction 
that " all these things shall be dissolved V' and 
that God will bring every word and work of 
his into judgment, — ^will not this conviction, I 
say, operate powerfully on his heart, to turn 
it away from what is so passing, and so mixed 
up with peril to his soul? Or, if his present 
lot be one of trial, much sickness, much loss 
of what he loves or withholding of what he 
* 2 St. Pet i. i6. " IbiA iii. ii. 
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desires, or possibly of contempt or persecution, 
will not then his spirit be calmed from its agi- 
tation, and strengthened in its faintings, and 
brightened in its clouded moments, by re- 
calling the glorious things that are spoken of 
the city of our God, and the inheritance pur- 
chased for him by the blood of the Lamb among 
the saints in light ? 

(y.) But the prophetic word is a light shin- 
ing in a dark place, not only as warning or 
animating the heart, but also as directing the 
life. To this end Noah^ was warned of God, 
and took the counsel and prepared an ark, to 
the saving of his house. To this end Lot ^ was 
made acquainted with the fiery destruction com- 
ing upon Sodom and Gomorrah, and not only 
thought about another home, but made haste, 
and fled for his life. And so Jeremiah warned 
the Jews of a way of safety when Jerusalem was 
besieged, and they that according to his counsel 
gave themselves up to the Chaldaeans^ were 
saved from death, while they that trusted to 
their own sagacity or speed were taken and 
destroyed, or worse. And so again, the Lord 
' Gen. vi. » Ibid. xix. ^ Jer. xxi. 9. 
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Jesus gave a prophetic word concerning Jeru- 
salem, that they that were therein might escape 
the horrors of the siege, and the miseries of 
the sword, or the famine, or the pestilence * ; 
and they that believed His saying fled to the 
mountains when the note of war had sounded, 
and before the city was so hemmed in that 
escape was impossible. And so, surely, when 
it is written, " Behold, I lay in Zion for a foun- 
dation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner 
stone, a sure foundation : he that believeth shall 
not make haste, . . . and the hail shall sweep 
away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall 
overflow the hiding place*." Surely when we 
have this gracious notice of one only safe Refuge 
in the midst of the universal overthrow of every 
other, then the wise and reasonable men amongst 
us will secure to themselves an abiding-place 
there before the great tribulation begins. 

And the same light of the Word which points 
out the place of safety, will direct us also along 
every step of the way. David says of it, " Thy 
word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 
my path V It is an unfailing every-day guide, 
* St. Matt xxiv. i6. • Isa. xxviii. i6, 17. ^ Ps. cxix. 105. 
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making clear to a man at every turn what his 
duty is, not (it is true) giving us precise directions 
on every conceivable difficulty that may occur 
in a man's life, but furnishing him invariably 
with clearly Aefmcd principles according to which 
his conduct may always be safely regulated. It 
teaches him, moreover, the nature of the world 
in which he lives, and of the heart which he 
carries about within him ; and how the former 
may be overcome, and the latter purified, by 
faith ; and how, when his own strength has been 
found to be perfect weakness, then "the God 
of hope will fill him with all joy and peace in 
believing, that he may abound in hope, through 
the power of the Holy Ghost^, 

Thus, as foretelling events and circumstances 
at which we could not so much as guess without 
it, as warning them that are at ease, or com- 
forting " such as be sorrowful," and as directing 
our feet into the way of peace, the prophetic 
word concerning the second coming of the Lord 
is as " a light that shineth in a dark place." 

IV. Now the Apostle tells us, in the text, that 
we shall do well to " take heed'' to this light. 

^ Rom. XV. 13. 
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Truly it is a subject of the greatest thank- 
fulness, that our heavenly Father should have 
bestowed such a gift upon us. Imagine but 
for one moment that it had not been given, 
that the Bible had never existed, and what 
would be the condition of the whole world ? 
Ignorance, error, and a savage brutality would 
needs have characterized our race ; " let us 
eat and drink, for to-morrow we die^' would 
have been the universal maxim. So have we 
infinite cause to bless God, brethren, that we 
have that. His word, in our own tongue. It was 
not so some three or four hundred years ago. 
The light was there, but hidden under a bushel, 
concealed from all but learned men by being 
in the Hebrew, or Greek, or Latin language, 
and only a glimmer now and then came from 
behind the veil, and the general darkness was 
nearly as great as if the light had not been 
there at all. You, my poorer brethren, never 
can be too hearty in your praise and thanks- 
giving to Almighty God for so inestimable 
a gift as the Bible in English, which you can 
consult in your chamber, and by which you 
^ I Cor. XV. 32. 
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may be guided to God, the Holy Spirit helping 
your infirmities, in many an hour of solitude 
or of darkness. 

But if we are thankful for the boon, then 
needs must we should make use of it, — "give 
heed" to it. The brightest light will be of no 
use to the blind, nor to the man who walks with 
his eyes closed ; nor would you believe in that 
man's gratitude, to whom you had given a lamp 
to guide him along a dangerous way, and he 
gave you many thanks in return, but went on 
his road with the light shut up, carried in his 
hand, but unapplied to throw its shining on 
his path. 

So then, my dear friends, if the prophetic 
Word be such as St. Peter describes it, and such 
it plainly is, let us "give heed" to it : let us do 
so in the way of meditation ; when we have 
read, in silence and with much prayer let us 
ponder what is revealed. By this means it is 
that the Blessed Spirit, by whose working it 
was written, will enable us to understand, and 
feel, and apply it. And many a time our heart 
will burn within us, whilst thus employed ; our 
own experience manifesting the truth of one 
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who describes it as "quick and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword ®." 

Let us " give heed " to it also by its practical 
application to our daily life ; not only guided 
by it in the broad choice to be made between 
God and Mammon, — which we shall serve, — ^but 
regulating our conduct in our various relations, 
whether as servants or masters, children or pa- 
rents, learners or teachers, regulating our con- 
duct, our language, our habits of thought, the 
movement of our feelings, the flow of our affec- 
tions, — regulating all by this rule, from one hour 
to another, each day we are permitted to remain 
in the flesh. Thus shall we, by aid of the Holy 
Spirit, attain gradually, perhaps rapidly, to an 
habitual conformity of life to the will of God. 
This will be especially the case in the humble 
study of the Word of prophecy concerning the 
future glorious appearing of the Lord. The 
more we dwell upon it, the more we endeavour 
to realize the event and all its solemn circum- 
stances, the more must we feel the paramount 
importance of being ready, and the wretched 
madness of a careless life ; and, as we keep it 
• Hebrews iv. 12. 
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by faith before us, many a doubt about duty 
will vanish away, many a temptation lose its 
attractiveness, many an act of self-indulgence 
be foregone, many a deed of self-denial be 
accomplished, many a sinful thought be put 
to flight, many a heavenly affection welcomed 
into the heart Perhaps for this reason amongst 
others, so marked a blessing is pronounced on 
him that studies what is recorded in the Revela- 
tion of St. John, "Blessed is he that readeth 
and they that hear the words of this prophecy, 
and keep those things which are written therein ; 
for the time is at hand^r 

V. Now note the encouraging words of St. 
Peter in the latter part of our text. "Ye do well 
that ye give heed to the light of the prophetic 
Word, until the day dawn, and the day star arise 
in your hearts." To the diligent student of 
God's holy Word, there could scarcely be a 
more cheering hope than this held out, — the 
prospect of his studying, and his pains, and his 
prayers, and meditations ending in complete 
day, and a penetrating of the bright beams of 
the Sun of Righteousness into his inmost heart, 
> ' Rev. L 3. 
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as though a flood of Divine light should be 
poured out upon him, and the glowing warmth 
of the Love of Christ should occupy his whole 
soul. In such a blessed estate, whether realized 
on earth or in heaven (and surely it cannot be 
made perfect here), all doubt and uncertainty 
must utterly disappear, all coldness and estrange- 
ment be utterly done away, "the Bright and 
Morning Star 8^," which is Christ Jesus Himself, 
shining in full lustre within ! 

Alas! brethren, I fear these words fall on 
some ears amongst us that feel no sense of joy 
at the sound. Are there not some of you who 
never dreamed of such an end as this, nor care 
at this moment whether you attain it or no ? 
You hear the Scriptures read here, perhaps on 
the Sunday evening you read a chapter or two 
at home, possibly you go the length of read- 
ing some portion daily, yet you are conscious 
of no growth in grace, no increased warmth of 
affection towards the Lord Jesus Christ. But 
how have you read ? Ask yourselves. Has it 
been done as a duty, a task, your mind unin- 
terested, your thoughts wandering, and, when 

V Rev. xxii. i6 ; compare Rev. iL 28. 
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the Book is closed, returning like a bent spring 
relieved of the weight that held it down to 
the more congenial occupation of earthly plea- 
sures or business of this life? My friends, 
what exalted pleasures do you miss! what in- 
estimable treasures do you lose ! And hear of 
your peril from an Apostle's lips. "If our 
Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost ; 
in whom the god of this world hath blinded the 
minds of them which believe not, lest the light of 
the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image 
of God, should shine unto them V O careless 
hearers, heedless readers, be wise in time; let 
our counsel be acceptable to you. Yea, brethren, 
one and all of us, let us for the future "take 
more heed to the Word of prophecy," and open 
the precious book with a new heart, a hungry 
and thirsty appetite, ever with the prayer, " Open 
Thou mine eyes, that I may see the wondrous 
things of Thy lawV* Then shall we become 
living illustrations, eternal witnesses, to the truth 
of the wise king's words, "the path of the just 
IS as a shining light, that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day^." 

^ 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. ^ Ps. cxix. 18. ^ Prov. iv. 18. 

C 
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2 PETER i. 20, 21. 

** j^nofoing t^ts first, t}^ni no (rrop^jttg of t^e Sicnftvxt is 
of Hitj prifaalt intjtrjrwlalion. ^or t^jt propfeerg tame 
not in oUr tinu bg t^Jt ioill of man: bnt ^olg nun 
of £ob 8{ralu as t^jtg btrt mo&Jtb bg i^t ^olg £|o8t/' 

•" I ^HE verse immediately preceding the text 
•^ was on a former occasion the subject of 
my address to you. It speaks of the prophecies 
concerning the future glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, "whereunto," the Apostle says, "we 
shall do well to give heed." And thereupon 
he lays down this principle to guide us in our 
study of the prophetical writings, — ^that no pro- 
phecy recorded in the Word of God is of private 
interpretation ; for it takes not its origin from 
the mind of man, but in every case has pro- 
ceeded from the Spirit of God. 

Let us first, with God's help, endeavour to 
understand the meaning of this : afterwards we 
may consider the consequences of what he tells 
us, and then see, more generally, what encourage- 
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ments we have in the search which he has 
advised. 

I. We are told that " no prophecy of the 
Scripture is of any private interpretation," i.e 
either, that no passage is to be taken by itself, 
apart from the rest of the prophecies, but to 
be so understood as not to be contrary to any 
other, — so to be interpreted as to agree with 
what we find elsewhere. So St. Paul exhorts 
the Romans in the exercise of the gift entrusted 
to them to be careful to keep it in harmony 
with what was already revealed : " Having then 
gifts differing according to the grace that is given 
to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy [or 
expound the hard places of Holy Writ] accord- 
ing to the proportion of faith * " 

Or else, this expression may mean that no 
prophecy is of its own interpretation, explains 
itself; none is so clear to us as not to require 
the light of the events themselves foretold, be- 
fore we can accurately comprehend the rich 
fulness of its meaning. We must wait for the 
fulfilment before we can entirely take in all 
that any prophecy involves ^ 
• Rom. xii. 6. ^ See Bp. Horsley, quoted by Bloomfield, cuiloc. 
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It would hardly seem to be the design of the 
Lord in the gift of any prediction to present be- 
fore us a precise history of the future, but rather 
to prepare us for the coming events of His pro- 
vidence, and to enable us, after they have hap- 
pened, to form some notion of the amazing 
wisdom of His exact foreknowledge. 

Now St. Peter tells us, that no prophecy is. to 
be taken by itself, independent of other parts of 
Holy Scripture, or that it is not to be expected 
to interpret itself, because " the prophecy came 
not by the will of man." It was not (that is) 
any pre-eminent wisdom, or extraordinary fore- 
sight possessed naturally by the prophets, that 
enabled them to say what should be hereafter. 
Indeed, they themselves never take the credit 
to themselves of what they are doing in fore- 
telling the future, but always speak in the name, 
and professing to be under inspiration, of Je- 
hovah: "Thus saith the Lord, This shall be 
in the latter days," " It shall come to pass that 
that will I do,". " I the Lord will accomplish it, 
and bring it to pass," &c. 

Moreover, in many cases, they would seem to 
be themselves, notwithstanding their inspiration. 
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no more able than their hearers to explain what 
they delivered "They searched (as we are 
told) what, or what manner of time the Spirit 
of Christ which was in them did signify, when 
it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, 
and the glory that should follow*'." And in 
reply they were taught that the future day must 
be waited for patiently, before all should be 
understood. " It was revealed to them, that not 
unto themselves but unto us they did minister 
the things which are now reported unto you 
by . . . the Gospel^." So, in the case of one 
of the most enlightened of the seers of the 
old time, we find him saying, " I heard, but I 
understood not ®." Clearly, therefore, it was not 
by their own will that they spake the things 
which they have recorded ; " the prophecy came 
not by the will of man." 

" But holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost." The expression 
" a man of God" is used to signify one entrusted 
by the Lord with some commission to execute 
for Him, some message to deliver. Hence Moses 

e I St Pet. i. II. * Ibid. 12. • Dan. xii. 8. 
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IS called "the man of God' f* the messenger to 
Manoah, by the same titled; David the same^ 
Elijah the same^ ; and that herald of future judg- 
ments on Israel who came out of Judah in the 
days of Jeroboam, but who was " disobedient to 
the word of the Lord," and perished for his dis- 
obedience, — he is nevertheless, as God's mes- 
senger, entitled "the man of GodK" So in 
various other instances in the Old Testament 
Hence in the New also, Timothy, entrusted 
with an important office — 3. solemn ministerial 
work for the Lord, — is designated in like manner, 
" Thou, O man of God," flee the false doctrine 
of covetous and foolish teachers, " and follow after 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, 
meekness V And again he is exhorted to keep 
in mind what he has already learned out of the 
Holy Scriptures, for they are from God, richly 
profitable, "that the man of God" by them 
" may be perfect™" 

The " holy men of God" then, here mentioned, 

' Dcut xxxiii I, &c. f Judg. xiii. 6, 8. 

* 2 Chron. viii. 14. * 2 Kings u 9 — 13. 

* I Kings xiii, especially ver. 26. > i Tim. vL 11, 

■ 2 Tim. iil 17. 
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are the prophets who came in the name of the 
Lord delivering to us messages from Him. 

These " spake (St. Peter assures us) as they 
were moved ^ by the Holy Ghost." They were 
unconsciously carried along, beyond their own 
powers, and beyond their own understanding, 
to utter the words which the Spirit of the Lord 
put into their mouths. Not that what they ut- 
tered had not a meaning. Evidently every 
syllable that came forth from their lips had its 
signification, though they knew not to what it 
applied, or in what way it should be fulfilled. 
And they were conscious that the Spirit of the 
Lord was enabling them : " The Spirit of the 
Lord," says David, "spake by me, and His 
word was in my tongue**;" "He spake by the 
mouth of His holy prophets, which have been 
since the world began p;" "the Holy Ghost 
spake by the mouth of David 'i,^' "the Spirit 
of Christ which was in them did signify^" these 
things. 

What a solemn thought is this, that though 
for many ages many men were giving forth to 

» 4ffp6fi€vot. o 2 Sam. xxiii. 2. ' Luke i. 70. 

•» Actsi. 16. » I St. Pet i. ii. 
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US various prophecies of events, near to happen- 
ing or requiring yet a long while before they 
should take place, all these predictions, so many 
and so various, and delivered at such long inter- 
vals of time, all proceeded from one and the 
same Mind, the Mind of the Holy Ghost. He 
it is before whom all the future is spread out as 
a map or 'a picture, every part of which, and its 
connexion with every other part, is known to 
Him alone. He it is, who in His wisdom and 
mercy inspired here one to tell of one event 
beforehand, there another. Yet none knew, 
save Him only, what was the full meaning of 
what he uttered, still less what relation it might 
bear to other prophecies which the wisdom of 
God spake by others. 

But when gradually these foretold events be- 
gan one after another to be accomplished, then 
was unfolded by degrees before the astonished 
eyes of men the glorious plan in all its richness 
of design, and the fitness of its every part. And 
so it will, doubtless, go on to the end. In 
the ages to come His manifold wisdom will be 
made manifest as prophecy after prophecy pro- 
ceeds to be fulfilled, until the consummation 
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of all things. Then, and not till then, will be 
perfectly comprehended the love, the wisdom, 
the power of Him who knoweth " the end from 
the beginning*,*' and who "worketh all things 
after the counsel of His own will V 

Meantime, we shall "do well" — ^waiting the 
arrival of that day — " to take heed to the most 
sure word of prophecy, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, 
and the day-star arise in our hearts ™ :" " knowing 
this first," keeping this caution constantly in 
mind, " that no prophecy of the Scripture is of 
any private interpretation. For the prophecy 
came not of old time by the will of man : but 
holy men of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost." 

II. And now of the consequences of the 
doctrine here delivered to us. 

(i.) If no prophecy is to be taken by itself in- 
dependently of others, it is evident that in order 
to arrive at a correct understanding of what is 
meant in any one case, we must compare it with 
what is contained elsewhere in Holy Writ. 

And if no prophecy is its own interpreter, we 
• Isa. xlvi. 10. * Eph. i. ii. » 2 St. Pet L 19. 
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must not be rash in putting a precise meaning 
on the inspired words, before the event has 
illustrated the prediction. These errors were 
the ruin of the Jews. They took isolated pas- 
sages, separate from the rest of God's Word, 
and they put their own meaning on particular 
prophecies, and then rejected the real fulfilment 
because it did not precisely tally with their own 
mistaken expectations. 

For instance, it was foretold (as we, since 
the event, can plainly see) that Messiah should 
suffer for the people. It was also foretold that 
after a season of affliction He should triumph 
gloriously. Upon the predictions of the latter 
truth they dwelt so exclusively, giving so little 
heed to those of Messiah's humiliation, seeking 
so little to find out any connexion between the 
two, that when the Christ came and fulfilled 
every jot and tittle of what was foretold of His 
person. His work. His history, they rejected 
Him. Their minds were occupied with false 
ideas, because they had only taken in one half 
of what was written ; false views, because one- 
sided. 

Should not this be a lesson to us .^ If we 
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would have the truth fixed in our hearts, we 
must make ourselves acquainted with the whole 
of it. If we dwell entirely on a part of it only, 
we shall find that we do not really know it at 
all We shall be " ever learning, and never able 
to come to the knowledge of the truth ^" And 
if this is important generally in the reading of 
Holy Scripture, it is more especially so in the 
study of the prophetical parts of it. We must 
there give earnest attention to each portion, and 
carefully lay it side by side with others. Then 
we shall find that a passage, which by itself 
would seem to mean one thing, when inter- 
preted so as to agree with the rest, means some- 
thing very different. Remember always that 
we are very liable to run into error on this 
subject ; to take up with vain surmises, and 
enthusiastic conceits, and fanciful expositions, 
where the language is designedly obscure and 
the style figurative. Therefore it is essential, 
as a preservation against grievous mistakes, that 
we should comprehend, include in our view, 
all that has been revealed to us, and so under- 
stand (we repeat the caution) any one prophecy, 

» 2 Tim. iil 7. 
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as that it may entirely harmonize with the mind 
of the Spirit, as declared in other places of the 
Scripture. 

(2.) Another most important consequence from 
the teaching of St. Peter in oiir text is this : if 
the Holy Ghost was He who moved the tongue 
of the prophets in old time to speak what they 
have recorded for our instruction, then must the 
same Spirit open our hearts in order to our un- 
derstanding their record. And we must pray 
earnestly and constantly for the teaching of 
the Holy Ghost if we would become wiser by 
their writings. We know this, that if we had 
before us the parts of some complicated machine, 
its parts separated and given one by one into 
our hands, then the readiest and best way to 
understand its construction and use would be 
to apply to the maker of it : he would presently 
put it together, and shew us the purpose of each 
several wheel and lever, and so we should be 
able to apply it to its intended use. We know, 
therefore, that having before us various pro- 
phecies concerning what is yet future, delivered 
under various circumstances at several times, 
and referring in many cases to distinct portions 
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of the great Divine scheme in the winding up (if 
we may so speak) of this present world and all 
its affairs, it would be mere presumption and 
folly for a man to think fully to comprehend all' 
these by his own natural sagacity. Had they 
"come by the will of man," the wit of man 
might have been equal to the task. But if the 
Holy Ghost taught the prophets of old "here 
a little and there a little y," the Holy Ghost 
must, in His grace, teach us, if we are to re- 
ceive, and adjust, and rightly interpret what 
IS written. Let us look up, then, to Him when- 
ever we set ourselves to the study of that " sure 
Word;" let us humbly lift up our prayer to 
Him to be our teacher whilst we compare Scrip- 
ture with Scripture, and He will not fail to guide 
us into all truth. 

Doubtless we shall need His guidance yet 
more and more as the latter time draws on. 
For false prophets there shall be, evil men and 
seducers, and the dangers shall thicken around 
us, signs and lying wonders, such as " to deceive, 
if it were possible, the very elect V In the 
midst of this peril let us remember the word 
y Isa. xxviii. 10. » St Matt xxiv. 24, 
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of the Lord, " Take heed that no man deceive 
you ■." Yet, great as the peril may be, we may 
comfort ourselves with the recollection of that 
thanksgiving of our Blessed Master, "I thank 
Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, be- 
cause Thou hast hid these things from the wise and 
prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes V 
If we become as little children, meek and teach- 
able, if we throw away all confidence in our own 
skill and penetration. He will assuredly open our 
understanding to understand what is written in 
His Word concerning His second and glorious 
coming, so far as it would be profitable for us 
to know these things now. 

The passages which I would more particularly 
commend to your study (with prayer, remember) 
this week, are St. Matt, xxiv., St. Luke xxi., 
2 Thess. ii., i Tim. iv., 2 Tim. iii., 2 Pet. ii., iii. 
These all relate to the appearing of our great 
God and Saviour, more especially to the state 
of things in the world previously to that awful 
event. We cannot have the warnings too deeply 
fixed in our hearts. 

HI. Lastly, let us consider what encourage- 

• St. Matt. xxiv. 4. •» Ibid. xL 25. 
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ments the Lord has given us to study the word 
of prophecy. We have heard St. Peter exhort- 
ing us to it ; we have marked his warning, to 
keep in mind that " no prophecy is of any pri- 
vate interpretation," for that " holy men of God 
spake" these things " as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost." Remembering this caution, and 
therefore careful to note and compare together 
all that has been revealed, careful also to pray 
in the Holy Ghost that the Lord would open 
our tY^^ that we may understand His testi- 
monies, let us be encouraged to ponder much 
on what it has seemed good to the Spirit of 
God to communicate and make known to us. 

For it is the exhortation of the Lord Jesus, 
when referring to an ancient prophecy in the 
Book of Daniel, " Whoso readeth, let him under- 
stand ^ ;" words He certainly would never have 
used had He intended that we should neither 
read nor endeavour to comprehend what is writ- 
ten in the prophets concerning His second Ad- 
vept. Again, He bids us " learn a parable from 
the fig-tree." We watch its shooting forth, and 
then we know that summer is near. " So like- 

<= St. Matt. xxiv. 15. 
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wise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, 
know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at 
hand **." " Can ye not discern the signs of the 
times * ?*' was a reproach which He addressed to 
the unbelieving Jews. 

Again, we have promises and examples — ^as 
where it is said by St Peter that the light of the 
prophetic word "shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day;" — ^by an angel: "Many shall 
run to and fro, and knowledge shall be in- 
creased',^' again, " The wise shall understand »,•" — 
by the Lord, speaking of the Holy Spirit : " He 
will shew you things to comeV These are 
some of the promises. Mark now the example 
of Daniel: "When I had seen the vision, and 
sought for the meaning, then, . . . behold, a voice 
said, Gabriel, make this man to understand the 
vision V Again, " In the first year of Darius . . . 
I Daniel understood by books the number of the 
years . . . that the Lord would accomplish ... in 
the desolations of Jerusalem. And I set my 
face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and 

* St Matt xxiv. 32, 33 ; and St Luke xxl 29 — 31. 
« St Matt xvl 3. ' Dan. xil 4. « lb. la 

^ St John xvl 13. * Dan. viiL 15. 
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supplications, with fasting. . . . And whiles I was 
speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom 
I had seen in the vision at the beginning, ... in- 
formed me, and talked with me, and said, O 
Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill 
and understanding V And again, in the third 
year of Cyrus, whilst he was mourning and 
humbling himself by prayer and fasting, there 
came one and said, " Now I am come to make 
thee understand what shall befall thy people 
in the latter days : for yet the vision is for 
many days K" 

But the most remarkable, perhaps, of all, is the 
blessing pronounced on the diligent study of 
one of the most difficult books of Holy Writ, 
the Revelation of St. John. There we have at 
the beginning this : " Blessed is he that readeth, 
and they that hear the words of this prophecy, 
and keep those things which are written therein : 
for the time is at hand°^." And towards the 
close of the book this : " Behold, I come quickly : 
blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the 
prophecy of this book V 

^ Dan. ix. 2, 3, 21, 22. * Ibid. x. 14. 

" Rev. I 3. » Ibid, xxil 7. 



34 SERMON II. 



These are indeed great and stirring encourage- 
ments to us to give ourselves to the study of 
the word of prophecy concerning " the time of 
the end°," the "coming of the Lord and the 
end of the world p." But one thing yet I would 
impress on your minds, brethren beloved, in 
respect to this matter. It is this, that the 
holier our general life is, the more likely we 
are to attain to a right understanding herein. 
A man of unhallowed habits, a man allowing 
himself in any known sin, a man of a worldly 
or self-indulgent spirit, has no assurance what- 
ever of being led aright in this study. He is 
cominjg to enquire of the Lord with an idol set 
up in his heart ; he may expect to be answered 
according to the multitude of his idols. It is 
distinctly written, "None of the wicked shall 
understand V They will still be saying with 
the scoffers, "Where is the promise of His 
coming ? . . , for all things continue as they 
were'." Or else they shall be led astray by 
false Christs and false prophets in the wilder- 
ness or in the secret chambers, given up by the 

• Dan. xiL 9. ' St. Matt xxiv. 3. 

4 Dan. xil 10. '2 St Pet iil 3, 4. 
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righteous judgment of God to "believe a lie," 
because they " believed not the truth, but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness •." 

But, on the other hand, it is written with 
equal distinctness, "If any man will do His will, 
he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of 
God *." And again, " Yourselves know perfectly 
that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief 
in the night. . . . But ye, brethren, are not in 
darkness, that that day should overtake you 
as a thief. Ye are all the children of light, 
and the children of the day : we are not of 
the night, nor of darkness. Therefore let us 
not sleep as do others; but let us watch and 
be sobers" 

And now, my dear friends, if we will study 
the sure word of prophecy concerning the last 
days with these cautions, that we take up with 
no interpretation of one passage which shall not 
be in perfect harmony with others, remembering 
that all prophecy is but the emanation of one 
and the same Spirit ; that, again, remembering 

• 2 Thess. ii. ii, 12. * St John vii. 17. 

' I Thess. V. 2, 4—6. 
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this truth, we seek to Him for a light upon His 
Word, who is able and ready to give us light ; 
that, again, it is they that are wise, i.e. spiritually 
wise, holy, walking in the fear and love of God, 
— that it is these that shall understand, even as 
God Himself has promised ; if, I say, with 
these cautions and in this spirit, we study the 
prophetic Word, there is no fear but the effect 
of such meditations shall be powerful for good 
on our whole life. Living by faith, in the 
anticipation of all the terrors and the glories 
of the Judgment Day and the world to come, 
we shall, by grace, live for that time rather 
than for the present. It will not be possible 
for us to slumber, with the bright dawn of the 
day of the Lord growing in clearness before 
our eyes. As we watch events unfolding them- 
selves in fulfilment of *' the words which were 
spoken before of the Apostles of our Lord 
Jesus Christ ^" as we mark the fast wearing 
away of the night y, we shall be constrained 
to be up and wakeful, getting ready, without 
delay, to go forth at the first summons of " the 

« St. Jude 17. 7 Rom. xiil 12. 



PROPHECY: ITS INTERPRETATION. 3/ 

trumpet," and meet our Lord on His return 
to take possession of His kingdom. 

So shall He who is able, " keep us from fall- 
ing, and present us before the presence of His 
glory with exceeding joy ^" 

« St. Jude 24. 
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PSALM cxix. 105. 

** Ifeg 8Hoxb is a lamp anlo mg fttt, anb a lig^ 
nnto mg pat^." 

I. 'T^HE twilight in southern latitudes, bre- 
-■- thren, is very different from our own. 
And to lay hold on the full sense of Scripture 
language, we should bear in mind the local cir- 
cumstances which give that language much of 
its force. " The night is far spent ; the day is 
at hand*:" this sentence, which in Advent we 
are wont to hear very often, had a more cogent 
meaning in the ears of Romans and Syrians, 
than, at the first hearing, it has in ours. There 
is not there, as with us, a lingering of the light. 
Almost as soon as the dawn begins to streak 
the eastern sky, the sun is up, brilliant in its 
light, and intense in its heat. Whatever, there- 
fore, your hand finds to do before morning in 

* Rom. xiii. 12. 
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such a case, you had need do it with all your 
might, for you will not see there a slow and 
gradual development of the day, a considerable 
space of time half dark, half light, in which 
much may be accomplished after the first indi- 
cations of approaching day; but the warning 
is hardly given, before the sun is up in his 
strength. 

For such a sudden appearing of the Sun of 
Righteousness, the world is warned to prepare. 
It may seem to us night, deep dark night as 
yet. We may not see the signs of day, yea, it is 
well we do not, well if they linger yet awhile, 
well for those who yet are hesitating, because 
there is hope. But dark as it may seem, and 
unlike Heaven, unlike the reign of the Prince 
of Peace, the time, for all that, may be very 
near, because as the lightning shining in one 
instant from the one end of the heavens to the 
other, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be. 

11. For the duration however of this night 
in which we are living here on earth, God has 
not left us in entire darkness. In the abundance 
of His tender mercy, when He gives us a work 
to do in preparation for His appearing and His 
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judgment, He gives us also a light in our firma- 
ment, to save us from stumbling, to direct our 
feet, to enable us to accomplish our task. He 
gives us His Word : "Thy Word is a lamp unto 
my feet, and a light unto my path." 

In that Word of God, the Bible, we have in the 
midst of our ignorance the light of wisdom. Even 
in natural things men left to themselves are very 
slow to make discoveries. Age after age toils 
on, men accumulate observations, and hazard 
conjectures, and send on their observations and 
their conjectures to the next generation ; and 
so after successive ages at length a few truths 
about the natural world and the things which 
are round about us are established and received, 
and men have gained a little step in wisdom. 
But in spiritual things, in respect to the origin 
of the world, in regard to all that is invisible, 
in the matter of our future state, as touching 
the nature and attributes of God — in all these 
things our ignorance must have been profound 
and hopeless, had it not pleased the Lord to 
make a revelation to man. Now in the Holy 
Bible we have for our ignorance a marvellous 
illumination. There we learn of God, what He 
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is, and of what a glori<^is character ; how this 
earth was called into existence, how man be- 
came an inhabitant of it, how death came in 
amongst us ; what the unseen world is (at least 
in all that it is material for us to know), what 
are the occupations of some of the invisible 
beings who inhabit it, how we may come to 
share in their blessedness, or it may be, in more, 
how the rescue of our race was accomplished, 
what designs for our good were eternally in the 
mind of God ; what wise plan, what loving work, 
what surpassing miracle, is involved in the sal- 
vation of man. The mysteries of the Holy 
Trinity, the Incarnation of the Word, the opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit ; all these, and infinitely 
more, things wonderful, exceeding even the ca- 
pacities of angels to fathom them, utterly there- 
fore beyond our powers to have ever found them 
out by search, or attained to them by our soar- 
ings — all these, I say, are laid open before us 
in the Holy Bible, the brilliant illumination, 
therefore, of man's ignorance. 

Moreover in that blessed book we have, in 
the midst of our corruption, the bright light 
of holiness: "The commandment of the Lord 
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is pure, enlightening thtf eyes^" Now by reason 
of sin the faculties of men had become so de- 
praved, that they could very imperfectly dis- 
tinguish between right and wrong. Systems of 
morals there were among the heathen, good in 
many respects, but miserably defective. And 
however good their philosophers' theories might 
be, the general practice was infamous in every 
corner of the earth. But in the Bible we have 
"right statutes" and a "perfect law°." And not 
only so, but examples also of men whose souls 
the law had converted, simple men made wise 
by those testimonies, shining as lights in con- 
sequence, in the midst of a perverse generation. 
Above all, in that Holy Book we have the light, 
" The true Light, which lighteth every man that 
Cometh into the world ^;" the spotless life, glo- 
rious in holiness, of Christ Jesus. However de- 
based therefore our nature, however gloomy the 
moral aspect of the world around us, we have 
in the Bible a clear guiding light to teach us 
what to do, and how to do it, and the encour- 
agement and instruction derived from one per- 

*> Ps. xix. 8. « Ibid. ver. 7. ^ St. John I 9. 
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feet Model of obedience, which we may set our- 
selves to copy. 

And truly, brethren, such being the Word of 
God, so full of wisdom and purity, so full, that 
is, of light to enlighten our ignorance and cor- 
ruption, the more we ponder it, the more of 
its wisdom and purity may we hope to drink in. 

What a wonderful thought it is, that man 
should ever have been enabled to hear, as it 
were, the voice of God, and to know His mind ! 
The conveyance of thoughts from one human 
being's mind to another's is a wonderful thing 
to think of. How much more is it amazing 
that He who is a Spirit, invisible, incomprehen- 
sible, eternal. His thoughts as far above ours 
as the heaven is above the earth, should speak 
to dust and ashes, and make it partaker of His 
unsearchable mind. 

But in fact the Bible is, as it were, a ray from 
the throne of God's glory penetrating through to 
us, and up by it we may even look into the v^ry 
heavens, and they that live in its light are living 
almost in heaven. Whilst they walk only where 
that gleam shews them that their way lies, they 
are walking with God ; whilst they have that 
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Word hidden in their hearts, they have God 
there, with them ; and heaven itself will be only 
in degree, not in kind, different from what they 
now are enjoying even in the midst of surround- 
ing darkness. Well may our soul keep His tes- 
timonies, and love them exceedingly®. 

III. And now, my dear friends, where are 
your Bibles? and what use are you making 
of them ? It may be, they are in a drawer, or 
a chest, put away ; or covered with dust be- 
cause never looked into; or it may be, you 
read a chapter on Sundays, or oftener, as part 
of the task of the day, and think no more of it, 
unpurified in heart, unimproved in conduct by 
what you read. 

Alas! most men, I fear, though they have 
this light, — for every one in this country of ours 
majy have a Bible if he will — act as if, when the 
candle was lighted, they should hide it under 
a bushel. None of its light do they care to 
have ; no eagerness have they to get forward 
with their momentous work. No ; they love to 
slumber. They hear the watchman's cry, " The 
night is far spent, the day is at hand^" The 
« Ps. cxix. 167. ' Rom. xiii. 12. 
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sounds of approaching morning, the crowing of 
the cock, the early stirrings of their neighbours, 
break the stillness every now and then ; but 
they move not. Of what use is the bright lamp 
to them ? They have put it away. Its shining 
disturbs their sleep. Is it not thus that many, 
many men treat their Bibles.^ They do not 
wish to be more holy or heavenly-minded than 
they are ; they think the service of God a thing 
irksome and laborious, and have no desire to be 
engaged in it. Therefore they utterly neglect 
the study of Holy Scripture, and practically 
might as well be without the book altogether. 

Some, again, have the light in view ; a kind 
neighbour has set it there. They have not cared 
to trim it, but it gives, even as they have it, 
a glimmer by which they can see their house 
in confusion and disorder, their robes spotted 
and soiled, and they know that all this will be 
seen in a hideous clearness, to their shame, and 
their ruin too, when the Master comes to look 
upon them and their works. But they are slug- 
gish, they mean to rise by-and-by, they intend 
to set their matters right, and to be ready, but 
for the present they put off, for a moment longer 
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of indolent pleasure, the many things they have 
to do. If the sun should rise before they are up, 
if the "Lord of that servant*" should suddenly 
come back to His house at the dawning of the 
day, how will they wring their hands for their 
folly ! Of what use will it be to say they had 
the lamp ? Will it not increase their confu- 
sion and their punishment, that their work was 
shewn them, but they delayed the doing of it 
till too late ? 

Is not this the case of a vast number of men 
who read chapters in the Bible from time to 
time, or hear its truths declared to them, and 
know what its contents are, know what is true 
in doctrine, and what is right in practice, with- 
out this knowledge having any effect on their 
lives? They read without prayer at the time, 
without meditation afterwards ; they compare 
not their conduct with the standard there ; they 
make no effort at immediately becoming con- 
formed to it. Where conscience tells them they 
need to amend, they try to lull its remonstrances 
by promising that they will be different men 
before they die. 

» St. Matt. xxiv. 50, &C. 
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What if the Judge, already at the door'*, 
should now throw it open, and call them forth 
to the account, should spread before them on 
the one side His Word, by which they always 
knew they should be judged^, on the other their 
lives' history, with all its unrepented sins, and 
unfulfilled resolutions? How is it that, with 
this possibility before us, we do not at once 
bestir ourselves to apply the Holy Book to its 
great purpose ? Having Bibles, and knowing 
something by rote of their contents, will not 
save us. Being able to quote texts, or being 
ready with a summary of Christian truth, will 
not deliver us in the day of wrath, if our hearts 
have been untouched, and our lives unsanctified, 
by that truth. " How do ye say. We are wise, 
and the law of the Lord is with us ^ ?* " Behold, 
the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom ; and to 
depart from evil is understanding^ To have 
known His will, and not have done it, can have 
no other effect than to increase our damnation. 

But meanwhile it is to be hoped that there 
are men amongst us, — God increase their num- 

^ St. James v. 9. * St. John xii. 48. 

^ Jer. viii. 8. ^ Job xxviil 28. 
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bers speedily, — whose Bibles have not been 
given them in vain. True "children of Israel," 
they have "light in their dwellings"^," because 
this Word of the Lord is their " meditation day 
and night"," with earnest prayer for grace to 
receive it. They have brought the light out, 
and set it on a candlestick, and it gives light 
to all, and they work diligently in its shining. 
They know why God gave them His oracles, 
and why He made known the way of salvation 
through the blood of His dear Son, viz. in order 
to their sanctification. They know that there is 
always something to improve in their daily life, 
something to chasten and purify in the spirit 
within, something to soften in the temper, some- 
thing to elevate in the motives, or something 
more to be done in the way of active kindnesses 
to others, and in making known God's glory. 
And as they "search the Scriptures," and find 
here a word and there a word that applies to 
themselves, they strive their utmost to act ac- 
cordingly without " prolonging the time." They 
make haste to follow out every indication of 
their Master's will. And verily, while their feet 
« See Exod. x. 23. » Ps. cxix. 97, &c. 
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are swift to run the way of His commandments 
by the light of this " lamp," they feel the arm 
of the Lord, strengthening them to persevere, 
and holding them up lest they should stumble. 
To such as these His Word is not, and never 
will be, a judge to condemn them, but rather 
the title-deed assuring them of their inheritance 
of the purchased possession. It is the seal of 
the Lord, whereon is engraved the twofold writ- 
ing, and neither writing against them : " The 
Lord knoweth them that are His ;" and " Let 
every one that nameth the Name of Christ 
depart from iniquity °." 

IV. Brethren, it is to this last class of men 
that you will all wish you had belonged, when 
the Day of Judgment comes. And if so, be 
of the number of them at once. Take then 
these few rules to guide you in your future use 
of Holy Scripture from this day : — 

1. Say a prayer, as best you may be able, 
before you begin to read. And if you cannot 
find suitable words of your own, use the Collect 
for to-day, the Second Sunday in Advent. 

2. Try, when you shut the book, to recollect 

» 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
E 
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all you have been reading ; and think about 
it as often as you can during the day. Then 
the Holy Spirit of God will work the Word 
into your heart. 

3. If you have difficulties, which do not dis- 
appear after praying, consult with your ministers, 
whom God has given you for this very purpose, 
and through whom, weak and frail as they are. 
He often causes much light to come into His 
Church. 

4. When you hear the Word condemning 
a fault, humbly set yourself to correct it ; if 
pointing out a duty, zealously betake yourself 
to the doing of it, immediately, with earnest 
cries for grace. 

And let us all remember this, my dear friends, 
that we have not only a work to do for God, but 
a limited time in which to do it. We cannot 
afford to go leisurely about the saving of our 
souls, whilst the sand is running out of the 
hour-glass, and we, the while, not knowing how 
near the end of it may be. The lamp of God's 
Word we have, not to sleep by, but as men 
on a journey by night, who must reach their 
destination betimes, and clean too ; because at 
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the , moment of the dawn of day there is to 
be a great solemnity, and unless they are in 
time, and unless they "keep themselves unspotted 
from the world p,'* there can be no admission for 
them to share in it. Would wise men linger in 
such a case ? or walk carelessly without heeding 
the path.^ No, they would move briskly for- 
ward, yet carefully choosing their way, often 
in their hearts thanking the friend who had 
furnished them with a light for their footsteps. 

As wise men let us press onward, right thank- 
ful for the light of God's Word on our road, 
watchful not to stain the robe which the Blood 
of the Lamb has washed to a whiteness above 
the snow^, not thinking of ease and pleasure 
now, but content with the joyful foretaste of 
"that rest'" on which we shall enter, at our 
journey's end, in the house of our Father". 

P St. James i. 27. •» Rev. vii. 14 ; Ps. li. 7. 

' Heb. iv. ■ St. John xiv. 2. 
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I ST. JOHN iv. 7. 

** Sbtx^ out ibat lobtf b is bom d{ tSob, anb 
knobtt^ «ob;' 

I. npHE love, brethren, of which the Apostle 
-*- here speaks, is no mere emotion of the 
natural heart of man. It is a living, abiding, 
pfincipic \v\i!c{\vi\ not dependent on outward cir- 
cumstances in the world. 

Towards God, our natural feeling is one of 
fear. We believe Him to be possessed of mighty 
power, which may be exercised against us ; and 
so we have a sense of dread as we think upon 
His nearness. Nay we even dislike, naturally 
altogether dislike, to entertain the thought of 
God, by reason of His holiness and justice. 
These attributes not only may be, but seem as 
if necessarily they must be against us. And so 
the affections of the heart of the natural man 
go further and further away from God. We 
see this dread amongst the ignorant heathen. 
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offering as it were bribes to their gods not to 
hurt them. We see this alienation culminating 
in hatred of God amongst more enlightened 
people, who prefer their own will to His, and 
who count Him their enemy, because (as they 
think) He abridges their liberty, and opposes 
His law to their impulses and inclinations. 

But some there are, meanwhile, who do look 
up to God with deep-seated, trustful love. They 
admire His unsearchable Wisdom ; they adore 
His unapproachable Purity; they exult in His 
exact Justice ; because they are assured that 
He loves them. And so they tell us that all 
these glorious attributes of God make for, and 
not against them. And so they run to Him 
with trustful hearts for direction in doubt, for 
help in difficulties, for comfort in sorrow ; with 
thanksgiving in their enjoyments ; with praise 
always, delighting in His law, listening eagerly 
for His voice ; full of joy in His presence; hun- 
gering and thirsting for greater nearness to Him, 
glad at the thought of death, earnestly longing 
for the Day of the resurrection of the body. 
Such men there are. 

On the other hand, towards man there is a like 
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contrast observable between the natural feelings 
of the many, and the opposite affection of the 
few. Naturally, we love what is beautiful or ex- 
cellent ; we dislike what is deformed or vile and 
void of merit. Naturally we love those that 
are kind and friendly, and those from whom we 
have received, or hope to receive, benefits ; we 
dislike, to say the least, those who are unfriendly, 
contemptuous, never likely to serve us, and those 
who ill-treat and affront us. 

Yet some there are, meanwhile, who weigh 
not attractiveness, but opportunity, not merit, 
but need of kindness and good offices ; men 
who are patient with the rude and ungracious, 
and persevere in benevolence towards their very 
bitterest enemies. And these men in all their 
systematic love appear to have no thought of 
self except it be to sacrifice it, to esteem trouble 
and labour as nothing, their own dignity and 
importance as nothing. Their heart is full of 
good-will always towards all men, regulated in 
its manifestation only by a sound judgment 
and a purpose to promote the highest interests 
of those with whom they have to do. 

Men remarkable for these characteristics 
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abounded in the early Church. Take St. Paul 
for an example. " The love of Christ con- 
strained * " him ; and for His sake he " suffered 
the loss of all things V' and was quite content 
to undergo afflictions, necessities, distresses*^, 
everything the most distasteful to flesh and 
blood, by reason of the love unfeigned that 
glowed within him. And see what was the 
state of his affections towards men : " I might 
be much bold in Christ to enjoin, .... yet for 
love's sake I rather beseech thee .... for my 
son Onesimus^." Whether was it the master 
or the slave that he loved the more ? " We 
were gentle among you, even as a nurse che- 
risheth her children : so being affectionately 
desirous of you, we were willing to have im- 
parted unto you, not the Gospel of God only, 
but also our own souls, because ye were dear 
unto usV And see again how he loved the 
Church where some spoke of him as weak in 
bodily presence and contemptible in speech : " I 
will very gladly spend and be spent for you ; 
though the more abundantly I love you, the 

• 2 Cor. V. 14. * Phil. iii. 8. <= 2 Cor. vi. 4 — 6. 

«» Philem. 8—10. • i Thess. ii. 7, 8. 
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less I be loved'." And yet once more, see 
how he loved Israel : " I have great heaviness, 
and continual sorrow in my heart. For I could 
wish that myself were accursed from Christ for 
my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh, 
who are Israelites'^." Whatever may be the 
precise meaning which we may attach to these 
last words, there is in these quotations abun- 
dant evidence of a heart glowing with ardent 
self-sacrificing love towards God and towards 
men. And however eminent he may be, yet 
(remember) the Apostle is but one of a class 
of men which has its representatives even in 
our own day. 

II. And whence does all this spring } what 
is the source and origin of this most wonderful 
principle of action, that flows out in such ef- 
fects on the life ? 

St. John has told us in our text, " Every one 
that loveth is 6orn of God^ a7id knoweth God'' 
Then it is from without, even from above, that 
it proceeds, and must have a corresponding act 
of reception on our part. The two things are 
here stated : " born of God," here is the out- 

' 2 Cor. xii. 15. » Rom. ix. 2 — ^4. 
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pouring of Divine grace ; " knoweth God," here 
IS our recognition and acknowledgment, our 
embracing the truth. 

Not otherwise writes St. Paul to the Gala- 
tians : " Ye have known God, or rather are 
known of God \" 

So speaks our Blessed Lord : " I know My 
sheep, and am known of MineV And in the 
beginning of the Gospel of St. John we read, 
" As many as received Him, to them gave He 
power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on His Name : which were born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God ^" 

And, brethren, do but for one moment look 
at what it is that is presented to our acceptance. 
Man — take either the Gentile world or the Jewish 
nation, or both together — man was in a condition 
of gross moral depravity, (we may dispute about 
the degree, we cannot question the fact,) and 
truth was everywhere distorted, and moral purity 
was little known or cared for, and all that was 
lovely and of good report was overlaid with 
what was hateful. The law of conscience was 

•» Gal. iv. 9. * St. John x. 14. ^ Ibid. i. 12, 13. 
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Ignored ; the law that was acknowledged as 
Divine was outraged by those who possessed 
it, and boasted of its possession. 

This was the state of things in the world when 
God was pleased to assume to Himself our man- 
hood. And in this nature what a life did He 
live on our earth ! Even so brought down to 
us to look upon and to handle, we almost shrink 
from speaking of Him, lest we should sully His 
very purity by our touch. Yet we must try to 
recall the perfect moral beauty of that life in the 
flesh — the sinlessness, the spotless holiness of 
every act, and word, and thought — the inten- 
sity of the love that pervaded His inmost soul, 
and shone out so wondrously in all that He did, 
and said, and looked. No mere human imagi- 
nation was ever capable of making even an 
approximation to the conception of such a life 
as the life of Jesus. 

And all this, as He Himself assured those 
that were round about Him, was but as a pre- 
lude to His death, according to the eternal 
purpose of His Father. "The Son of Man 
must be lifted up, .... for God so loved the 
world, that He gave His Only-begotten Son, 
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that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting lifeV And after 
a while ..." My flesh .... I will give, for the 
life of the world"*." And yet later, "I lay 

down My life for the sheep Therefore doth 

My Father love Me, because I lay down My 
life, that I might take it again This com- 
mandment have I received of My Father V* 

Clearly " greater love hath no man than this V 
And it is indeed a commendation of this love to 
us, " that while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us," "died for the ungodly p," His "enemies 
by wicked works %" 

All this marvellous salvation, this glorious 
work of Divine love, is propounded to our ac- 
ceptance. But with the distinct statement, for 
our instruction, that there is required for us 
to receive it the operation of a Divine power 
on our hearts. It is a matter for faith to ap- 
prehend, and that faith must be given us of 
God. So the Holy One Himself has said, 
" No man can come to Me, except the Father 
which hath sent Me draw Him V 

^ St. John iii. 14 — 16. "» Ibid. vi. 51. ° Ibid. x. 15, 17, 18. 
o Ibid. XV. 13. P Rom. v. 8, 6. 1 Col. i. 21. 'St. John vi. 44. 
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But when the man has, by grace, received this 
word, and has trustfully cast himself upon it, 
then come forth all those wonderful fruits of 
love, of which we have spoken, in his whole life. 
Partly it is according to one of God's natural 
laws that it should be so. For the assurance of 
being loved generates love in return, and a con- 
scious experience of another's love strengthens 
ours to him. 

But yet more is this new life of love to God 
and love to man — fervent and self-sacrificing — 
the result of the great law of grace by which 
the baptized believer in the Lord Jesus Christ 
is so conjoined to Him, so grafted into Him, 
that the very nature of God is imparted to 
the man, and becomes the very life of his life. 
" God is love V much as " God is light V God 
is light, irradiating, and reflected by, those that 
come within reach of that light. So " God is 
love," communicating Himself to and pervading 
the hearts of those whom He has united to 
Himself^. As it is written, " We have known 
and believed the love that God hath to us. 

• I St. John iv. 8. « Ibid. L 5. 

" See Ebrard, ad loc. 
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God IS love : and he that dwelleth in love dwell- 
eth in God, and God in him \" 

When this is true, we cease to wonder that self- 
will should die out in the flames of Divine love ; 
we cease to wonder that self-interest should no 
longer find place in a heart occupied throughout 
with Christ-like love to man. When this is true, 
we may cease to look so earnestly on those holy 
men who in successive ages of the world, where 
the Gospel has become known, have been mar- 
vels of holiness and of self-sacrificing charity. 
But we can never cease to wonder at the un- 
searchable riches of the grace of our God. 

III. But now, brethren beloved, what have we 
to do practically with this question of accepting 
or rejecting the Lord Jesus Christ } 

Living in a Christian country, we have not 
yet to hear the Gospel as a new thing that we 
should receive it or decline it. And we who 
are here, all of us probably baptized in our 
infancy, have already had the choice made for 
us by the unspeakable goodness of our God, 
whose grace has thus " apprehended ^ " us, and 
grafted us into the body of His dear Son. 

^ I St. John iv. i6. » See PhiL iii. 12 : **I am appre- 

hended of Christ Jesus." 



62 SERMON IV. 



This is true. And yet in the lives of most 
men there •do nevertheless occur opportunities 
which are no less than occasions of salvation 
or of ruin ; times of being tested as to whether 
we will ourselves choose that for which God 
has chosen us. Such a time, for example, is 
the season immediately before, and at, a young 
man's confirmation. A deliberate choice is then 
propounded to him ; he has to take a stand on 
one side or the other. We will suppose he takes 
it wisely, declares the choice to be deliberately 
his own. He heartily accepts the Lord Jesus 
Christ for his Saviour and his King ; and he 
seeks for the outpouring of the Holy Ghost, 
and obtains it by the laying on of hands. But 
he may unwisely let slip the proffered grace. 

Or again, there may come in a man's life some 
time of great inward struggle. The mind begins 
to act with a force and vigour previously un- 
known to him ; he finds himself no longer able 
to acquiesce in the propositions of those whom 
he was accustomed to treat with deference and 
submission. He is tempted to doubt about all 
that he was wont to receive without difficulty. 

Or again, there may come a moment of 
fiery trial from less noble faculties, some great 
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temptation may befal him from lower appe- 
tites, strengthening with the growth of bodily 
vigour. 

Or again, some new course in life may be 
opened before him, some new step he may have 
to take by which all his future story will be 
determined. 

Now in all such cases there is a right and 
a wrong, and he must decide between the two. 
There evermore comes before him the most 
Blessed One, bending under the weight of His 
cross, and inviting His disciple to take up his^ 
whatever it may be, and to follow Him. The 
man accepts the invitation ; he clings to the 
hand stretched out in inexpressible love to sus- 
tain him : then comes, flowing in deep, calm, life- 
giving streams over his inner soul, a sense of love 
never before known to his heart, or never in 
equal degree. To Him that loved him first 
that love is rendered, and then to all men for 
His sake. Because he has come to know more 
of his God, therefore he loves more. 

But, brethren, besides these crises in men's 
life, there is wellnigh daily occasion offered to 
us to renew our act of acceptance of the Blessed 
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Lord, for our very own. And ever with like 
results. 

lie comes to the man in his solitude, occu- 
pied with earthly musings or deep in the pur- 
suit of learning, or engrossed in matters of worldly 
gain, and He knocks at the door of the heart 
It is the time of prayer, or there is some less 
pleasant duty to be done. We refuse to hear ? 
There is a silence in the soul, and all the affec- 
tions are benumbed forthwith towards God and 
towards man. We listen, and rise up and open 
the door.? Forthwith He enters with that un- 
fathomable smile of Divine love illuminating 
all the darkness, He "sups with us, and we 
with Him >' ;" it is a time of feasting to the 
soul, and the heart glows with transports of 
love towards Him, and overflows with gentle 
kindlinesses towards all around us. 

Or again. He draws near to two as they are 
walking onward through life together, and offers 
them His sanctifying presence, it may be in the 
ties of marriage, it may be in those of friendship. 
Well, they do not savour these heavenly things ; 
they do not care to have His purifying society ; 

y Rev. iii. 20. 
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He "makes as though He would go further V 
They suffer Him : they have no desire to keep 
Him ? Presently all becomes flat, and low, and 
earthly, and unloving, in their intercourse one 
with another, and their hearts feel chilled within 
them towards Him. 

But do they welcome Him, and make an effort 
to detain Him, then He speaks, speaks to the 
inmost soul of each, and by each to the other ; 
and they are never weary of hearing, and their 
hearts are conscious of quickened love towards 
Him, and of new, and pure, and abiding love 
one towards another. 

Once more. The Lord Jesus draws near to 
a company of men gathered together, be it for 
social intercourse, or for the administration of 
affairs, or in some holier assembly having a pro- 
fessedly religious object. He draws near, and by 
the voice of one of their number, or by the mys- 
terious inward working of the conscience of the 
body, He invites them to take up nobler objects 
than they have hitherto contemplated, to go on 
higher, more definitely religious principles, to 
act in a simpler spirit of faith. Do they hesitate, 

» See St. Luke xxiv. 28. 
F 
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and mentally ask by what authority is this dis- 
turbance of their peace? He withdraws Himself, 
and their " house is left unto them desolate » " 

Do they rejoice at His coming, do they fall 
down in heart and worship Him, and hold Him 
by the feet, — He is in no haste to depart. He 
speaks peace ; He makes known to them the 
mysteries of His passion. He reveals to them 
the Comforter and His work. He discourses 
with them of the things pertaining to His king- 
dom, and He does not leave them until He has 
blessed them : — blessed them with such out- 
pourings of His love that their hearts follow 
Him, and abide with Him, where their eyes 
cannot see Him as yet ; and they go forth re- 
joicing to live and to die for others, for His 
Name's sake. 

Brethren, well may we pray " that Christ may 
dwell in our hearts by faith ; . . . that being rooted 
and grounded in love, we may be able to com- 
prehend with all saints what is the breadth, and 
length, and depth, and height ; and to know the 
love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that 
we may be filled with all the fulness of God V 

• St. Matt, xxiii. 38. *> Ephes. iii. 17—19. 
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I ST. JOHN iii. 4. 

** Sin is t\it Iransgnssion of ll^t lato/* 

T T TE are drawing near to the most solemn 
^ ^ season of the whole Christian year, the 
commemoration of the great atonement, the day 
when the "soul" of Christ was "made an offer- 
ing for sinV It may help us to the right 
appreciation of that stupendous event, to con- 
sider beforehand something of the nature and 
consequences of sin, for which He suffered. 
We shall the better then apprehend our own 
concern in the Great Sacrifice. 

And this is the more needful, because the 
subject is not very well understood. 

Partly by an elaborately false theology, partly 
by men's carelessness or self-delusion, the na- 
ture of sin, and what is its due, have been 
greatly misrepresented or misconceived. May 

• Isa. liii. 10. 
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Almighty God, of His infinite grace, open our 
eyes to discern and to choose between the evil 
and the good ! 

And, first, I must warn you against that 
false distinction which some make between 
" venial " and " mortal " sins, asserting that 
"mortal sins" deserve the wrath of God and 
eternal punishment, but that "venial sins" only 
deserve a temporal correction. There is no 
such distinction to be found in all Holy Scrip- 
ture. Whatever is sin, is mortal, i.e. deserves 
death eternal. For the sentence is general, 
"The soul that sinneth it shall dieV And 
all sin, save that "against the Holy Ghost V' 
is "venial" in one sense, i.e. it is pardonable, 
and will be pardoned to the penitent believer 
in Jesus, by the free mercy of God. So that 
to make a distinction of sins, into these two 
classes, is most anti-scriptural : whilst it has 
led to abuses of all kinds amongst those who 
hold such a doctrine, and to further intermin- 
able errors both of opinion and of practice, 
doubtless to the ruin of many souls. 
There is another error to be guarded against, 

** Ezek. xviii. 4, 20. « St. Matt xii. 31. 
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more dangerous perhaps than this, because more 
easily slipped into, and more agreeable to our 
natural ideas. It is the error of "the world" 
on the subject of sin. A very common notion 
it is that there are many things wrong to be 
done, or at least not right, but yet which do 
not deserve so harsh a title as to be called 
sins^ or if sins, then very " little sins." 

Accordingly, many men who would on no 
account (as they conceive) be guilty of such 
enormities as thieving, or murder, or drunken- 
ness, or adultery, are not ashamed of being 
unchaste in their imaginations, or extravagant 
and selfish in their expenditure, or proud, or 
covetous, or soon angry, or devoted to pleasure, 
or not quite truthful, or not kind, but detract- 
ing and backbiting with their tongues. They 
do these things, or they neglect duties which 
they owe to servants, or masters, or children, or 
parents : and not only so, but without com- 
punction, — they do not look back on what they 
have done, or left undone, with self-reproach. 
They will even say that ' there is no great harm 
in such a life. It might be better, but it is 
hardly to be condemned as sinful ;* they do not 
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apprehend that the eye of the Judge is bent 
on such a life with a look of wrath. 

I am afraid this view is not at all uncommon, 
that there are many people who think they may 
do many things which would be better left 
undone, and yet not incur the guilt of being 
sinners. 

Having warned you then against these chief 
errors, let us go on, brethren, to consider the 
truth set before us in the text, "Sin is the 
transgression of the law." 

There cannot well be a plainer definition than 
this. Whatever is forbidden by the law, that 
is by the law of God, that is sin. 

We do not mean to say that all sins are 
equally great. There are degrees of sin, and 
correspondent degrees of punishment. For our 
Lord speaks to Pilate of those who delivered 
Him up having "the greater sin V and to the 
Pharisees of their receiving the "greater dam- 
nation V He speaks too of sins under the 
similitudes of " a mote" and " a beam '," things 
greatly differing in magnitude. So do we read 

«• St. John xix. II. « St. Matt, xxiii. 14. 

' St Luke vi. 41. 
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of a gradation of sin and punishment in the 
sermon on the Mount: "I say unto you, that 
whosoever is angry with his brother without 
a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: 
and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca," 
(i.e. vain fellow), "shall be in danger of the 
council : but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, 
shall be in danger of hell fire ^." So do we 
read also of one servant being "beaten with 
few stripes," another, whose guilt was greater, 
" with many \'' 

But we may observe clearly that the kind 
is the same, though the degree may vary. 

And how is this, but because that which 
makes any act a "sin," makes it "exceeding 
sinful ^ ?" The principle of all sin is the same. 
It is an act of disobedience. It cannot change 
the nature of such an act, that it is on a lighter 
or a graver occasion, whether the matter be small 
or great, whether the deed be notable or in- 
significant. Is it against what God has declared 
to be His will? Then it is sin; for "sin is the 
transgression of the law." 

K SL Matt V. 22. * St. Luke xil 47, 48. 

* Rom. vii. 13. 
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Keeping this Scriptural principle before us, 
we see clearly the sinfulness of the offence of 
Adam. It matters not whether the command- 
ment was about an apple or a world. A com- 
mandment was given him, and he disobeyed. 
Under the law given by Moses, even he that 
sinned " through ignorance," was to " bring . . . 
a sin offering," and- the priest was " to make an 
atonement ... for him K" And when a man 
was found " that gathered sticks upon the Sab- 
bath day," you know what was his punishment ; 
by the express command of the Lord, " all the 
congregation brought him without the camp, 
and stoned him with stones, and he diedV 
For the principle just before laid down con- 
cerning the presumptuous sinner was, " he hath 
despised the word of the Lord, and hath broken 
His commandment™." 

Let us mark it well, my dear friends ; gather- 
ing a few sticks when God said " Rest," was an 
offence to be punished with death, and simply 
because the Lord had said one thing, and the 
man had chosen to do another. Bearing this 
rule in mind, we may easily understand that 
^ Numb. w. 27, 28. * II). 32—36. « lb. 31. 
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there is no need for a man to break several 
of the commandments, or some of those which 
we consider the most important, before he is 
to be called a sinner, or look on himself as 
under guilt and condemnation. If he con- 
sciously breaks one commandment, he is " con- 
vinced of the law as a transgressor. For who- 
soever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend 
in one point, he is guilty of all," (i.e. is equally 
a transgressor, though not a transgressor in an 
equal degree.) " For He that said, Do not com- 
mit adultery, said also. Do not kill. Now if 
thou commit mo adultery, yet if thou kill, thou 
art become a transgressor of the law ^" There- 
fore it is written, "Cursed is every one that 
continueth not in all things which are written 
in the Book of the law to do themV And, 
again, it was said by the Lord Jesus Himself, 
"Whosoever shall break one of these least 
commandments, and shall teach men so, he 
shall be called the least in the kingdom of 
heaven p ;" i.e. as the next verse plainly shews, 
he "shall in no case enter into" that " kingdom V 

» St. James ii. 9 — 11. ° Gal. iii. 10. 

P St. Matt. V. 19. 'i lb. 20. 
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To make the matter yet plainer by an instance, 
our Lord has taught us that our very words 
shall be brought into the account of *' the day 
of judgment." " And by thy words," He tells 
us of the evil language uttered, " by thy words 
thou shalt be condemned V 

Let us then endeavour, my dear friends, to 
discard from our minds all other views about 
the nature of sin, and to become established 
in the truth. Whatever men may perversely 
teach, or our own hearts deceitfully incline to, 
let it be a settled principle in our minds that 
whatever is contrary to the law of God is sin. 
This is the Scripture standard, and by that 
standard we shall be judged in the last day*: 
it must therefore needs be the right view, and 
it must be our highest interest to be impressed 
with it. 

Moreover it is a view of the subject which 
will grow upon us the holier we become. The 
more we become moulded into the likeness of 
God, and our will conformed to His, the keener 
we shall be to detect the sinfulness of little sins, 
and the more cordially we shall hate them. 
' St. Matt. xii. 36, 37. • St. John xii. 48. 
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And it is also the most reasonable view, as 
well as the most Scriptural. For whatever plau- 
sible things may be said, palatable to our na- 
tural and corrupt inclinations, this is certain, 
that if we fear to commit a great sin, but 
desire to continue in the practice of the lesser 
transgressions (as we account them), then the 
whole heart within us is entirely wrong. Dread 
of punishment alone keeps us back, not the love 
of God. If He has chosen to make anything, 
no matter what it be, the subject of a command, 
it must be in some way for His own glory or 
for our good. But we do not believe this, and 
prefer our own shallow conceits to His un- 
searchable wisdom. This is evidently "utterly 
a fault V It betrays the absence of love and 
of faith. It betrays enmity to God, and un- 
belief Therefore, brethren, let us endeavour 
to be penetrated with this one principle always, 
that " sin is the transgression of the law." 

And now consider, for a moment, how aggra- 
vated an evil sin is. 

Consider the majesty of God. Always the 
dignity of the person offended is held to ag- 
* I Cor. vi. 7. 
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gravate the ofifence. A disrespectful act towards 
an equal is bad, a disrespect done to a prince 
or ruler is worse. How infinitely wicked, then, 
must it be to offend against the law of the Most 
High, inconceivably glorious as He is, on His 
throne in the heavens, where angels continually 
sing His praise, and where all on all sides, every 
creature in heaven, in earth, and under the earth, 
and in the sea, where all do but His will, work 
out, consciously or unconsciously. His purposes, 
— ^to offend against Him our Maker, the Pre- 
server of our life hitherto, who gives us food 
and raiment and fruitful seasons, — all things 
richly to enjoy, — to defy Him, (for to break His 
law, knowing that we do so, is to defy Him), — 
how daring and abominable a deed is this ! 

Consider, again, how sin, that is, how every 
thing done contrary to His will, breaks friend- 
ship with God. There is nothing more wonder- 
ful than the idea of friendship and love between 
the Infinite and poor finite dust and ashes. 
Yet it is His gracious pleasure that it should 
exist, and His only Son came down from heaven 
to establish it, and renew .it when it had been 
interrupted. In that friendship consists our 
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happiness ^ and the maintenance of it is His 
unspeakably kind purpose. But every offence 
wittingly committed against Him is as water 
dashed on the fires of this holy and blessed 
love. It goes nigh to put it out altogether*: 
and certainly if we persevere in sin, we shall 
ultimately quench it wholly. Alas, for the 
misery we bring on ourselves: alas, for the 
dishonour we do to Him, whenever we do what 
we know to be contrary to His declared plea- 
sure! Must not sin, be it great or small in the 
account of the natural man, must not sin be 
" exceeding sinful ?" 

Consider, again, how every sin goes to deface 
the image of God within us. Lost as that like- 
ness was at the Fall, it is the work of the Holy 
Ghost continually to renew it within us, to be 
daily producing in the inner man some goodly 
change for the better, some closer resemblance 
of our souls to the Lord^. But "He is light, 
and in Him is no darkness at all''." Whilst 
whatever is contrary to His Word, no matter 

" I St. John i. 3. * Amos Hi. 3. 

y GaL V. 16, 17, &c. ; Eph. iv. 24; 2 Cor. iii. 18. 

« I St John i. 5. 
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what name man may call it by, whatever is 
contrary to His Word is "from beneath," is 
a " work of darkness * " Every time, therefore, 
that we commi: any sin, we so far disfigure 
the beautiful image, and mar the work of His 
"loving Spirit V And what can we do more 
to ruin our own happiness, or to wrong Him ? 

Verily, sin must be " exceeding sinful," when 
it outrages God's majesty, breaks the friendship 
between Him and us, and defiles His glorious 
likeness within us. The grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the love of the Father, the fellow- 
ship of the Holy Ghost, each Person in the 
Holy Trinity is insulted and grieved, and His 
special work and attributes trampled under foot, 
every time we commit a sin. 

Now if all that we have so far said be true, 
brethren, — and I have endeavoured to speak only 
such things as the Scriptures plainly declare to 
us, — if all we have said be [true, and sin be the 
loathsome thing which this view shews it to be, 
we cannot much wonder at its sentence, death 
eternal, 

• Rom. xiii. T2 ; see I St. John i. 6, ii. 9. 
»» Ps. cxliii. 10. P.-B.V. 
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I warned you, at the first, not to imagine two 
different kinds of punishment assorted according 
to an imaginary distinction of kinds of sins ; as 
if the lighter sort of wrong-doing only deserved 
some lighter sort of correction. " Sin," we have 
said, " is the transgression of the law ;" and " the 
soul that sinneth it shall die." We have quoted 
this already. Further, in the New Testament, 
so far from this decree being changed, it is 
written in one place, " Sin, when it is finished, 
bringeth forth death °." In another, " The wages 
of sin is death ^." In another, "Whosoever shall 
say" to his brother, "Thou fool, shall be in 
danger of hell fire ®." 

To be, then, eternally shut out from the pre- 
sence of the Lord is the penalty which every 
sinner has earned for himself; whether he has 
been a murderer or (what man would call) 
" onlj^' a man of an abusive tongue ; whether 
he be a fornicator, or " only'' addicted to lying '. 
The degree of misery in that place of eternal 
torment which each man will be appointed 
to endure will be doubtless proportioned to 

« St. James i. 15. ^ Rom. vi. 23. 

• St. Matt. V. 22. ' See Rev. xxi. 8. 
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the degree of his guilt, known only, but per- 
fectly known, to Him "Who searcheth the reins 
and hearts V* and to whom the darkness and 
light are both alike. 

Doubtless, this is an appalling view of the 
subject, and some, perchance, will at first find 
it "a hard saying V* But "search the Scrip- 
tures," not the opinions of men, " to see if these 
things be so V And then, having received the 
truth so far, we shall the better comprehend why, 
under the old covenant, "almost all things" 
should have been "purged with blood," and how 
" without shedding of blood is no remission V* 

Then also shall we the more fully appreciate 
the great love of Him who sealed to us the New 
Covenant in His own blood, shed for the sins of 
the whole world, and alone having power to 
" cleanse us from all sin K" 

And now what do we conclude, beloved? 
Surely, never to give palliating names to sins, 
so as to persuade ourselves or others that we 
may commit them, however trifling they may 
have appeared to us hitherto. 

K Rev. ii. 23. ^ St. John vi. 60. * See Ac's xvii. 11, 12. 
J Heb. ix. 22. ^ I St John I 7. 
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Never to think of any sin, after we have 
committed it, as a small matter, that may be 
left unrepented of, or without most earnest en- 
treaties to God that it may be washed away 
in the " fountain opened ... for sin and for un- 
cleanness V 

Surely we may learn, as we look back on 
a life full of what men may call little sins, 
and pardonable weaknesses (false names and 
deceitful to the soul), with here and there, it 
may be, grosser and more aggravated trans- 
gressions, — as we look back on such a life, 
we may learn now to cry as the patriarch Job 
did, when his ear was opened, and his eye 
enlightened, "I abhor myself, and repent in 
dust and ashes "^." "Behold, I am vile; what 
shall I answer Thee? I will lay mine hand 
upon my mouth V 

Surely also we shall be diligent not to let 
go our hold on the " Horn of salvation for us," 
Christ Jesus, lest the avenger of blood fall on 
us, and slay us ^ 

' Zech. xiii. i. " Job xlii. 6. ° lb. xl. 4. 

° St. Luke i. 69 ; i Kings i. $0 ; Numb. xxxv. 27, 28. 

G 
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And right fcn'cnt and constant will be our 
supplication and our prayer that God would 
never hide from us the h'ght of His Word, nor 
take from us the grace of His Holy Spirit. 

" Look Thou upon me, and be merciful unto 
me, as Thou usest to do unto those that love 
Thy name. Order my steps in Thy word : and 
let not any iniquity have dominion over me p." 

y IV cxix. 132, 133. 
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ISAIAH liii. 5. 

'' ^^t tl^nsiistmmi of our peate foas upon Jint ** 

^ I ^HERE is no question as to Who is here 
■^ meant. We all know that the Prophet 
is speaking of Messias, even of our Jesus. And 
you will doubtless remember that this fifty-third 
chapter of Isaiah is the chapter that the Ethio- 
pian eunuch was reading when he met St. Philip 
the Evangelist, who went up into the chariot 
with him, and preached Christ to him, beginning 
with this Scripture. 

You need not go beyond this very chapter, 
moreover, to see what the chastisement was, — 
contempt and rejection of men, sorrow and grief 
and that from God, wounds and bruises and 
stripes out of number, oppression and affliction, 
unjust judgment and unrighteous sentence, death 
in the society of thieves and murderers and with 
dreadful pains of body, and the travail of a soul 
from which the light of the countenance of the 
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Father was hidden away, — this was the chastise- 
ment. Its shame and its bitterness are quite 
beyond our power to apprehend ; the wounded 
spirit and the lacerated body, both in far greater 
anguish than we can conceive of. Nay, it is 
said that in old time some have even fainted 
away and become as dead men at the mere con- 
templation of the sufferings of the holy Jesus, 
when once the idea thereof had penetrated into 
their souls. 

But better for us, and more profitable, to 
think, moreover, why it was that He was put 
to this grief It was "the chastisement of our 
peace," that by which peace is obtained for us 
and made sure to us. It was this that brought 
about the reconciliation of justice with mercy, 
justice with justification, strict uprightness in 
the judge with sentence of acquittal for the 
sinner that believes, the rebel made one with 
his offended sovereign. For the Lord Jesus 
is thus "our peace*," bearing our punishment, 
in order that we might receive His reward. 

But think, again, what is this peace, brethren ? 
It is but another name for every good thing. 
• Eph. ii. 14. 
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To have it is to have all that good is. There- 
fore to the Prophet of old the very feet of 
them that brought tidings of it were beautiful 
upon the mountains ^ The first words of the 
angels, announcing Messiah's birth, were of 
" peace on earth ^r And nearly the last words 
of the Blessed Lord to His disciples. His 
words after His resurrection, were of peace ^. 
This is the word which He put on the lips of 
His messengers, and they went into all the 
world, " preaching peace" in His name " to them 
that were afar off, and to them that were nigh %". 
" to the Jew first, and also to the Greek V And 
amongst ourselves, the first words of the minister 
of Christ Jesus, when he enters the home of 
sorrow in his Master's name, are, " Peace be to 
this house ^," and his last word at the bedside 
of the dying, " Peace both now and evermore." 
And week after week, on the holy day of rest, 
if not oftener, the Church's final blessing is 
a prayer for the " peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding V' to be with her children. 

^ Isa. lii. 7. « St. Luke il 14. •* Ibid. xxiv. 36. 

« Eph.il 17. ' Rom. i. 16. » Order for Visitation of the Sick. 

»» Phil. iv. 7. 
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What then, once more, is this peace? It is 
the inward sense and belief of reconciliation 
with God the Father, through the sacrifice of 
the death of His Son ; so that a man no longer 
looks up with fear and torment towards God, 
as a Being that must be propitiated, and per- 
suaded to be gracious ; but contrariwise, sees by 
faith on the throne of glory One who has adopted 
him into the number of His own sons, purchased 
him to Himself at a costly price enough, and 
sealed him with the seal of holy Baptism, a token 
and pledge of the grace given. 

And a further element in this peace of God 
is a firm reliance, a calm repose, on the mighty 
love of this Father which is in heaven. " He 
that spared not His own Son, but delivered 
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him 
freely give us all things ^?" In the strength of 
this thought he cannot doubt that all things will 
work together for good. So he has no place 
left for restlessness ; his whole life is an act of 
loving trust. 

And a further element is this, that even in 
contemplation of death and all that is to follow, 

* Rom. viii. 32. 
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the man whose heart is kept by God's peace 
knows no terrors. " Into Thy hands I commend 
my spirit, for Thou hast redeemed me, O Lord, 
Thou God of truth J ;" this has been and this still 
is his language, though sometimes, it may be, 
spoken falteringly. But in the unseen world 
the angels will bear him to some place nearer 
to the foot of the throne, where closer com- 
munion with his beloved Lord is to be enjoyed ; 
and the day of the resurrection shall clothe him 
with a spiritual body, able to bear the sight of 
the tremendous realities of that hour, and fitted 
for a place and an employment in the very 
heavens. This he believes, incredible as it may 
appear to the natural man, and believing it, 
neither the dark cold grave, nor the melting 
away of the elements in the "fervent heat of 
the day of God V' can disturb his peace. 

Now in good truth, brethren, the man who 
does not possess this gift of God has no real 
enjoyment of life. If you give him everything 
that this world contains and allow him every gra- 
tification that is to be got out of earthly things, 

J Ps. xxxi. 6, Prayer-Book. ^^ 2 St Pet. iii. lo. 
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yet if he feels all the while that God is his 
enemy, feels that he cannot trust Him with 
his interests, but thinks that at any time what 
he possesses may be taken from him, and that, 
any how, before long he must go away, as all his 
fathers have done, out of the world where all 
his enjoyments lie, into a strange world where 
he has not a friend, nor a particle of treasure 
laid up, then what good can his life do him ? 
He is after all only like the man of whom 
we read in profane story, who sat at a feast, 
where the table was spread with all manner of 
dainties, and sweet music was made by players 
on instruments and well-trained singers, and 
servants waited on him, and were ready to fetch 
at a sign whatever he should ask for ; but in the 
midst of it all he looked up, and lo ! over his 
head was hanging a sharp sword, hung up only 
by a thread, and ready to fall upon him and 
take his life at any instant \ From that moment 

* "Defitrictus ensis cui super impiA 
Cervice pendet, non Siculse dapes 
Dulcem elaborabunt saporem, 
Non avium citharaeque cantus 
Somnum reducent." — Horat. Carm. hi. i. 17. 



OUR PEACE — WHENCE, AND WHAT. 89 

you may well suppose that he could no longer 
relish the delicate meats, nor appreciate the beauty 
of the harmonies that were sounding in his ears, 
nor take pleasure in the devotion of the slaves 
around him. " Take away that dreadful sword, 
or take me away from the place of danger," 
— he would have no thought beyond this. So 
is the man, whatever his outward advantages 
may be, who is living on in the consciousness 
that he is not at one with God. You cannot 
give him anything that will make up for this. 
As it is written, "The wicked are like the troubled 
sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up 
mire and dirt. There is no peace, saith my 
God, to the wicked °»." 

But, on the other hand, if a man possesses 
this peace, he wants nothing more. He may 
have a very keen perception of the beauty and 
pleasantness of many of the thiags around him 
in this present world ; what it pleases God to 
give him, he may enjoy as thoroughly as any 
other man can ; he may have no wish to part 
with any one of the possessions — the friends, the 

^ Isa. Ivii. 20, 21. 
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health, the money — which God has bestowed 
upon him ; but they are not necessary to him. 
He can do without them, nay he can be happy 
without them, if it please God to take them 
back to Himself. I know quite well that this 
sounds like exaggeration, seems a mere extra- 
vagance, a piece of enthusiasm, in the ears of 
many. But it is true, and those who doubt it 
may go and read the last three verses of the 
Prophet Habakkuk'*, and see how the sense of 
having Jehovah for his salvation was even then 
his "joy," when the fruit-tree withered, and the 
fields were barren, and there was no wool of the 
flock to clothe himself withal — nay, more, when 
he was looking forward to the sweeping de- 
solation of a successful invasion of the land of 
his fathers by the "bitter and hasty" nation of 
the Chaldaeans. 

Well then, brethren, this is a very great bless- 
ing, and satisfying all the wants of the soul, — 
this peace of God. 

And it is His free gift to the man that will 
trust Him. 

And it was purchased for us once for all, 

» Habak. iii. 17, 18, 19. 
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by Him on whom was laid the chastisement 
of our peace. 

But how shall we keep it, and not lose it, 
when once we have had it given ? 

One thing to do, and evidently essential, is 
to avoid quarrelling amongst ourselves. "Fol- 
low peace with all men °," if you would not lose 
the " peace of God." Contentiousness, and self- 
will, and pride, are quite ruinous in this matter. 
They are common enough, even amongst men 
who talk about their trust in the Cross of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and who make profession 
of love to Him. But if we are not walking in 
love one with another, all such professions are 
vain. We have broken our peace with Him 
from the moment that we have anything like 
war between ourselves. " When ye stand pray- 
ing, forgive p ;" otherwise ye have no forgiveness. 
" Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall 
be called the children of God %*' But the fruit 
of peace cannot be sown by the children of strife. 
Men unreconciled to one another must know, 
at least they ought to know, that they have 
violated their reconciliation with God. 
*> Heb. xii. 14. p St. Mark xi. 25, 26. 1 St. Matt. v. 9. 
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Another help towards the maintenance of this 
peace within the soul, is to cast away worldly 
care and anxiety. If a man will propose to 
himself some worldly end, — no matter what, — 
independently of God's will, and try to shape 
his course so as to get at tliat^ whether it be 
money, or credit with men, or honour, or position, 
or alliance with this person or with that, then 
he is sure to pierce himself through with many 
sorrows ; he is treasuring up for himself a heap 
of disappointments and mortifications, and it 
will be well if he does not find himself entangled 
and hampered with hurtful temptations, possibly 
defiled with sin. Pursue anything as an object, 
which you cannot humbly ask God to let you 
2\X2AVi for His glory y and there is an end of peace. 
And then mistrust of Him will soon eat into the 
heart, and fretfulness, and discontent, and mur- 
muring take possession of the man. Clearly 
what leads to these results can neither be wise 
nor right. Let us try then, constantly, my 
friends, to keep before us the mere, simple du- 
ties of our station in life, and to do them tho- 
roughly, as so much loving service to our Father 
which is in heaven. And whilst we do this. 
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let US try and exercise ourselves in the habit 
of casting all our care on Him, — the habit of 
not wishing for anything but what He may 
think it good for us to have ; so shall calmness 
and quietness of Spirit take the place of rest- 
lessness, as it is written, "Thou wilt keep him 
in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee ; 
because he trusteth in Thee '." 

Once more, if we would retain this precious 
gift of God, we must keep ourselves pure, by 
the power of His indwelling Spirit, and never 
allow ourselves in the least conscious indulgence 
in any manner of sin. Even in the regenerate 
there remains a seed of evil, ready to sprout 
up into active life. One man lives in the habit 
of pulling up, and rooting out, these weeds as 
fast as he observes them. Another man lets 
them grow, and does not check them till, full 
often, they are smothering the growth of the 
seed of the Word of God. And every man 
has his own special besetting sin, many of us 
more than one. It may be ill temper, it may 
be the habit of foul language, it may be drink, 

' Isa. xxvi. 3. 
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it may be impure thoughts, it may be even 
acts of lust and uncleanness. Now every time 
the man commits any one of these sins, every 
time he gives way to the temptation, he impairs 
the peace between God and his soul. His heart 
becomes uneasy within him, he says within him- 
self, 'Can I be right with God, after all, if it 
be thus with me ? Shall I be forgiven, when 
I know so well what I ought to do, when I have 
so often had help to enable rtie to resist the 
tempter, when I have had such sweet enjoyment, 
from time to time, in the thought of my heavenly 
Father's love, when I have known by happy ex- 
perience the blessedness of His service.^ Can 
there be forgiveness if such an one as I should 
thus go back ?* And so distrust creeps in. And 
the same is the result if we neglect some known 
duty, through sloth, or fear of man. Where is 
our love to God ? After all, have we any ? Are 
we His at all, if we love our own ease, or man's 
smile, better than His work that He has given 
us to do } And then prayer, earnest, heart prayer, 
becomes more and more hard to us, and at last 
well-nigh impossible, because we feel that there 
is an estrangement, that we are looking askance 
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at God, not with "full-eyed love*." Ah! how 
miserable this to the man who has ever known 
better things ! And what bitter repentings must 
he go through, before he can recover anything 
like a sense of restoration, any hold of that peace 
that comes, — 

"By flight of sin*.'* 

' Therefore, brethren beloved, "whatsoever things 
are true, . . and honest, . . and just, . . and pure, 
. . and lovely, . . and of good report ; if there be 
any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on 
these things," keep your minds set upon them, 
and do them, and then " the God of peace shall 
be with you ^" 

I have endeavoured, brethren, to set before 
you how peace was procured for us, even by 
the chastisement laid upon Christ Jesus our 
Representative ; how this grace of God enables 
us to lay hold with conscious grasp on the re- 
conciliation which is in Christ Jesus, and to 

• ** What wonders shall we feel when we shall see 

Thy full-eyed love." — George Herbert, "The Glance." 

t " A secret virtue bringing peace and mirth 

By flight of sin."— George Herbert, "Peace." 
« PhiL iv. 8, 9. 
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repose on His love for the ordering of all things 
of the present life, and to look forward without 
fear to death and judgment. And I have re- 
minded you that if we are to keep this precious 
gift we must be loving in our intercourse with 
other men, and lay aside all anxious seeking 
after our own temporal interests, and diligently 
watch against all tempations to evil thoughts, 
and words, and deeds. 

These warnings arc the most needful because 
there is a hollow peace, falsely so called, a sleep 
of indifference, a slumber of sin, into which 
Satan too often lulls men. And from this they 
may be roughly wakened, all too late, by a sick- 
ness suddenly passing into delirium, or by death 
itself, lifting up the veil and disclosing the pit 
into which we are being thrust. These are not 
times for peace. 

I have seen the death-bed of a Unitarian, 
awakened to a consciousness of sin, but unable 
to lay hold on the Cross of Christ, whose atone- 
ment he had spent a long life in denying. He 
told me that he knew that he was going away 
into everlasting burnings, and that he could 
not quarrel with the justice of God, even when 
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condemning him to eternal death. To every 
promise of God's Word to the penitent set before 
him, his reply was, that it was too late for him, 
a dying man, to amend a life that was as good 
as ended ; that he had remorse, bitter enough 
and dreadful, but of repentance none. To every 
passage that spoke of the power of the blood 
of Christ Jesus to wash away sin, his answer 
was ready, that it might be true, but that he 
had been so in the habit of explaining away 
these texts, that now God would not allow 
him to get any hold of them. To the very 
last he persevered in the dreadful cry, " No hope, 
no hope." 

I have seen the death-bed of a very wicked 
woman, who had tempted others to sin, and 
was " unto every good work reprobate ^" And 
she was haunted in her last illness with the 
idea of Satan's presence at the foot of her bed, 
laying hold upon her, and dragging her away 
to the place prepared for him and for his angelfe. 
Now and then, for a moment or two, as we knelt 
and prayed by her bed-side, she would be silent, 
but immediately afterwards her cries of despair 
» Tit. i. i6. 
H 
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were renewed. And well-meaning friends re- 
moved her to an asylum, where she very soon 
died, raving about her approaching destruction 
of body and soul. 

Not often, God be praised, are such things 
seen and heard amongst us. But a dull, drowsy, 
insensible end of a sinful life, spent without 
the knowledge of Christ our peace, may be 
the ushering of a man into no less terrible an 
eternity. 

At whatever cost, through whatever awaken- 
ings and repentings, I humbly pray God, my 
dearest brethren, to deliver you all and me 
from any suchlike end, and from the life that 
leads to it, for Jesus Christ's sake. 
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ST. LUKE xxiii. 23—25. 

*' ginb i\it boitzB of l^em anb of l^e r^ief prugls pwifrailcb. 
giirb ^ilate gabe scniena l^al it s^oitlb bt as l^cg «- 
jquiub, ginb ^e uleastb ttnl0 l^em ^im l^at for scbitbw 
anb nmrbtr foas cast into prison, fo^om l^eg ^ab be- 
sirtb; bnt ^e belibreb |tstts to t^cir fcill'* 

T T will well repay the labour of any one of 
-*• you, brethren, to write out for himself, in the 
language of the Evangelists, a connected account 
of the occurrences of that one eventful morning 
in the life of Pilate. At first the thread will 
seem somewhat tangled ; but it is perfectly mar- 
vellous to see how the story comes out, with 
a little care, and how full it is of instruction 
in righteousness. 

At early dawn there is the noise of a mul- 
titude at the gate of the Procurator's house, and 
a message brought in that the Jewish priests 
and leading men of the people are without, 
waiting for an audience. They cannot enter 
the Praetorium, for they must not sit with the 
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Gentiles on the eve of the Passover, " lest they 
be defiled." I'ilate therefore goes out to them, 
and there beholds a great concourse of men 
in a state of violent and inexplicable agitation. 
In their midst, and now thrust forward, is a pri- 
soner bound with cords, in every feature of His 
face benevolence and truth, in every gesture 
of Ilis body meekness and dignity. "What 
accusation bring ye against this Man ?" asks 
Pilate. But they want no trial, they only want 
their <;wn verdict carried into execution. Al- 
ready they have met in Sanhedrim that morn- 
ing, though the sun has hardly risen, and have 
condemned II im to be guilty of death. 'And 
so they angrily answer, " If He were not a male- 
factor, we would not have delivered Him up unto 
thee." "Then take ye Him," is the governor's 
reply, " and carry out the sentence of your own 
law." "But," object the Rulers, "the Roman 
supremacy has deprived us of the power of 
putting any man to death." Then follows the 
specific charge against Him of a political offence, 
eminently untrue, as they must well have known : 
" We have found this man perverting the nation, 
and forbidding to pay tribute to Cajsar, asserting 
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that He is an anointed king." But all this while 
Jesus, the accused, makes no answer to their re- 
peated and vehement accusations, so that Pilate 
wonders, and therefore takes Him into the palace 
to be questioned privately. Now, living and go- 
verning as he had been for years in Jerusalem, 
Pilate must needs have known of the prevalent 
expectation of a kin^ to make his appearance in 
Judaea ; and he could not but have heard of the 
Lord, and of all His mighty works, for they were 
not done in a corner. Therefore his first question 
to his prisoner is, " Art Thou the King of the 
Jews ?" It is remarkable that all the four Evan- 
gelists give this question in the selfsame words, 
though St. John alone records the conversation 
that follows. " Say est thou this thing of thyself ^ 
is our Lord's reply, " or did others tell it thee 
of Me r i.e. (as some suppose) With wh^t mean- 
ing do you put this question ? as of a political 
or of the Messianic kingdom ? This last sup- 
position the Roman scornfully rejects : " Am I 
a Jew .? What hast Thou done ?" 

Then does the Lord shew him that His was 
no kingdom of earthly origin, else would His 
followers have offered resistance to His betrayal. 
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** Then a king Thou art : is it so ?" asks Pilate. 

" Yes," is the answer, " a King I am, born in the 
world, but coming from without, to establish 
a kingdom of truth ; and every child of truth 
listens to My voice." 

" What is truth r asks the sceptic, in bitter- 
ness, perhaps in scorn. One philosophic system 
after another had been propounded to the world 
only to be overthrown by some newer theory ; 
and all had left the heart of man unsatisfied 
and void. Was it likely that a Jew, given over 
by the rulers of his people as an evil doer, was 
to solve this vast question } 

We know, brethren, that He Himself, even 
Jesus, was the solution, was Himself" the Truth." 
Every promise God had given to man truly ful- 
filled in Him. All the difficulties that had pre- 
sented themselves to enquiring Gentile minds, 
searching with bitter disappointment after some- 
thing certain, solved in Him. The whole creation 
groaning and travailing in pain together until 
then, but the throes at an end the moment 
Christ was born in the heart of each believer 
in Him. 

But the interview had already been prolonged. 
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Pilate had asked the question: but there was 
increasing clamour at his gates ; he cannot stay 
for an answer. So he goes forth to the Jews 
and pronounces the prisoner guiltless. It is 
plain what ought to have followed — ^his instant 
release as an innocent man. But the people 
raise an outcry, that He has been stirring up 
sedition from one end of the country to the 
other, " beginning from Galilee." 

That word " Galilee " gives a hope to the 
troubled Pilate. He will send the man to He- 
rod, the Tetrarch of Galilee, that he may dis- 
pose of Him. He will shift the responsibility 
of His condemnation to another. 

But it may not be. After a very short inter- 
val, which Pilate had employed as best he could, 
perhaps in the duties of his office, rejoicing that 
he was rid of a difficulty for his conscience, he 
sees the prisoner come back, gorgeously arrayed 
by Herod in cruel mockery, and with much 
people of the baser sort gathered to the crowd, 
in its way through the streets of the city. 

Again, then, must Pilate come forth and face 
the multitude. And his first greeting promises 
well. Having called their leaders together, he 



104 SERMON VII. 



again proclaims the innocence of Jesus, and 
corroborates his own judgment by that of Herod : 
" Lo, nothing worthy of death is done unto Him." 
Thereupon he offers to release Him to the mul- 
titude, according to the established custom of 
the Passover. He knew the motive oi the priests. 
He had penetration enough to discern that jea- 
lousy was at the bottom of their hatred. But 
he was little prepared for the cry that burst 
from the crowd, " Not this man, but Barabbas !" 
''What then shall I do to Jesus, whom ye call 
the Anointed T With one voice they answer, 
•'Let Him be crucified." It would seem that 
the Roman governor was astonished at this 
height of furious cruelty. " Why T he reasons 
with them, "what evil hath the Man done .^' 
But the cry only swells the louder, " Let Him 
be crucified." 

Thereupon Pilate tries a middle course. Vain 
attempt ! He will scourge Him, and then re- 
lease Him. A middle course, did I say ? Alas ! 
that Roman scourge was only not death. " The 
plowers plowed upon His back, they made long 
their furrows*." *Each blow of the terrible thong 

■ Ps. cxxix. 3. 
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tore the quivering flesh from His holy Body. And 
then, to outdo the jest of Herod, the soldiers 
array Him in purple, and crown His head with 
thorns, and place a reed in His hand for a sceptre, 
and bow the knee to this King of the Jews. 

This done, Pilate goes forth yet again to the 
people to announce His approach, hoping to 
move their stony hearts to compassion by that 
awful spectacle. Then at his beckoning ** Jesus 
came forth, wearing the crown of thorns and the 
purple robe." ''Behold the Man!'* But this 
fearful sight is only the signal for a fresh out- 
burst of their mad fury, — " Crucify Him ! cru- 
cify Him ! " is the cry of ** the priests and their 
officers." 

Sickened at the whole scene, the governor 
bids them take Him and crucify Him; "for," 
said he, *' I find no fault in Him." 

** But He is worthy of death," reply the Jews, 
" according to our law, for He has made Him- 
self out to be the Son of God." How mistaken 
were they as to the effect of this argument on 
the mind of the heathen ! His superstitious 
fears are roused, and once more he leads Jesus 
in to question Him : " Whence art Thou ?" 
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But no answer. Then all the haughtiness of 
the man is roused : " Speakest Thou not unto 
me, who have it in my power to crucify or to re- 
lease Thee, at my pleasure ?" " Thou couldest 
have no power at all against Me, except it were 
given thee from above. Therefore he that de- 
livered Me unto thee hath the greater sin." 

Well might Pilate stand in awe of this mys- 
terious Being! His innocence was beyond all 
doubt. A criminal He certainly was not, and 
the judge had avowed it. And here He is tell- 
ing that proud man that all his office is but 
ministerial, all his authority only derived, so 
that he has nothing whereof to boast. Nay, 
and He is standing there, indifferent to His 
own personal danger, and calmly apportioning 
to each his share of the guilt in the great crime 
then enacting. 

So now Pilate is in earnest to save Him. 
Hitherto he has been "willing^" to release 
Him; now he "seeks*'" to do it But when 
he goes forth with this object, he is confronted 
with an argument that cows him : " If thou let 
this Man go, thou art not Caesar's friend : who- 
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soever maketh himself a king, speaketh against 
Caesar ^." Now Pilate knew full well what Caesar 
was — a man jealous, sensitively jealous, and vin- 
dictive beyond all example. What therefore 
could he expect if such a charge was made 
against him before Tiberius ? Already his hands 
were not clean. The robbery of the sacred trea- 
sure to carry out secular works®, the blood of 
the Galilaeans mingled with their sacrifices', 
these, and other deeds of his, were not such 
as he would care to have reported at Rome. 
And if they were to add that he set free one 
who trenched on the Emperor's authority, and 
claimed a kingly name, then his ruin must follow. 
He cannot face this thought ; it has turned the 
scale. He sends in therefore for his august 
prisoner, and with a heavy heart and troubled 
conscience takes his place on the raised seat 
above the mosaic pavement to pronounce sen- 
tence ^, 

But God has yet one more check for him be- 

* See Tacitus, AnnaleSy vi. 24. 

« See Josephus, Bell. Jud., ii. 9, § 4. 

'St. Luke xiii. i. 

K See Smith's Diet, of Bible, vol. ii. pp. 873, 874. 
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fore he plunges into that g^eat crime. When 
he had seated himself, there comes a messenger 
from his wife, '* Have thou nothing to do with 
that Just Man, for I have suffered many things 
this day in a dream because of HinL" It was 
too late. Half remonstrating, half in scorn, for 
he hated them for making him act against his 
conscience, he asks the Jews, '' S/iall I crucify 
your king?" But finding the tumult only in- 
crease, he takes water and washes his hands 
before them all, declaring himself innocent of 
the blood of that Just One. How could Jesus 
be just, and yet ke innocent in condemning 
Him } " His blood be on us, and on our chil- 
dren" is their frantic cry, ignorantly uttered, we 
know how well fulfilled: *'And the voices of 
them and of the chief priests prevailed. And 
Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they 
required. And he released unto them him that 
for sedition and murder was cast into prison, 
whom they had desired ; but he delivered Jesus 
to their will." 

From that day Pilate's name has been branded 
with infamy ; from that day his name rings 
through the world, pronounced daily by a thou- 
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sand tongues, identified with the greatest crime 
which the world ever saw perpetrated. 

Do you envy him, when at even the Centu- 
rion, whom he had sent for, reported to him 
what he had witnessed at the foot of the cross, 
confirming, all too late, the fearful convictions 
of his own mind, that this was indeed the Son 
of God.? 

Do you envy him his forebodings, when the 
Pharisees came and told him that that deceiver 
(as they were pleased to call Him, but Pilate 
knew He was none) had said, while He was 
yet alive, that on the third day He would rise 
again ? 

But what, when his sentence of deposition 
came, and he was "sent away to his well-merited 
exile *^.? How must the remembrance of that 
dreadful day at Jerusalem have haunted him 
day and night, every circumstance reproduced 
in his memory by an avenging conscience. He 
had bartered his soul for power, and now power 
was taken from him. With nothing left to 
stay upon, with all dark and frightful before 
him, can we wonder that tradition should tell 

^ Josephus, Antiq., xviii. 4, § I. 
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US that his end was self-murder in the place 
of his banishment ? 

Yet he was not altogether a reckless, bad 
man, as he is brought before us in this crisis 
of his story. And herein is his example so 
fearful. He had k conscience, and made some 
efforts to follow its dictates ; and he had some 
clear perceptions of the righteousness of Christ 
Jesus, and endeavoured to save Him. But he 
wanted resolution to act up to his convictions, 
and to brave the result ; and so, after a few 
ineffectual struggles, he drifted into that fatal 
choice, the choice of his part wM the world 
and against Christ, 

Here is the force of the warning of Pilate. 
It is not, of course, addressed to those stem, 
sturdy, uncompromising spirits who are indif- 
ferent to all opinion but their own. Nor is it, 
on the other hand, for the very bad, for the 
malicious, or the covetous, or the reckless men 
who are rushing madly on in sin, without thought 
of God. They have their several lessons else- 
where in Holy Writ. This is for the men of 
sensitive conscience and weak determination, 
before whose eyes new views of Christ and of 
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their duty to Him are opening, but who dare 
not act up to their convictions for fear of the 
world's censure. They may be men, like him, 
boasting of their liberty of action ; they may 
be men in an eminent position, with great power 
for good or for evil. These are the very men, 
as this history teaches us, through whom are 
possible, without whom perhaps would be im- 
possible, the greatest outrages of principle, the 
greatest crimes against Christ and His Church. 

Now in temptation we are all exposed, my 
dear brethren, to two opposite influences. Each 
man has his own world : it may be a boisterous 
company of profligates, it may be a more refined 
or intellectual dissipation, it may be a political 
world, it may be (strange contradiction !) a re- 
ligious world, that is acting upon him from 
without ; whilst within he is conscious of the 
still small voice of Jesus in the inner home of 
his heart. 

Between these twain we may at any moment 
of our lives, without previous warning, be called 
upon to pronounce judgment. There may come 
some distinctly marked crisis in our lives for this 
purpose. Or we may be every day, as it were 
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insensibly, on our trial, in the commonplace 
things of ordinary life, in our ordinary inter- 
course with the men of this generation. 

Now if we, like Pilate, go running in and out 
between these two, the roaring multitude and 
the silent Jesus, divided between a love of popu- 
larity and a desire to know the truth, then we 
have no chance of anything but a wretched 
vacillation, miserable and irritating in itself, and 
leading down full often into we know not what 
depths of evil. 

Let us, therefore, brethren, make a choice. 
Do not suffer yourselves to drift into a conclu- 
sion, for this may carry you on, at first slowly, 
then with a swiftness you cannot resist, to the 
most criminal issues. 

Do not try a compromise. The world will 
not thank you for it ; they will only take it as 
an instalment I need not tell you that God 
will not. accept it as a service to Him. It will 
generally prove to be, first, an act of cowardice 
sinful in itself, and then a stepping-stone to 
greater guilt. 

What then, brethren, is the way of safety? 
Surely this. Have a definite purpose in life; 
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not the attainment nor the maintenance of this 
or that position desired, for whatever object, 
however laudable, but simply the glorifying of 
God in what position soever His providence may 
place you, by doing whilst in it the thing which 
is right in His eyes. And then, in order to 
this, whilst exposed as you needs must be to 
the influences of the world with which you are 
in contact, seek to maintain a close and frequent 
converse with Jesus. Take occasion to do this 
deliberately; set apart a season for it, as, for 
example, especially and more often than usual, 
during this Lent. But daily as you can make 
opportunity, and on the Lord's day more fully, 
and with singular fitness and advantage at the 
time of Holy Communion, set Him before you. 
Look upon Him, crowned with thorns. His back 
furrowed with scourges, His "hands and feet 
stabbed through," His eyes beaming on you 
with looks of unutterable tenderness and com- 
passion. His " heart pierced with the spear, the 
water and blood thence flowing," all for you, 
Pilate indeed never saw Him thus ; but do you 
thus look upon Him, and then it cannot be 
your question, 'What can I do to pacify and 

I 
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to please that noisy throng without ? but, * Lord 
Jesu, what wilt Thou have me to do, to testify 
my love to Thee ?* 

Ask Him, What is truth ? And do not run 
out for fear of hearing the answer, nor to get 
it from the world, as men often try to do. But 
wait on Him meekly and with an obedient heart, 
and to your heart He will speak. 

Then go forth to act boldly and nobly, not 
as His feeble apologists, but taking Him with 
you as your teacher still and your strei^^ 
He will not keep silence to you. And you may 
lean all your weight, when faint and trembling, 
on that pierced Hand. The consciousness of its 
support will be more than enough for all your 
necessity. Let the multitude cry to you to give 
up Christ, you will only have the reply of Poly- 
carp*. Let Caesar refuse his friendship; you 
may well bear the loss of it. Let men remind 
you of your inconsistencies in time past, and 
ask how you (being such an one) dare to pre- 
tend to stand against the world for the Lord's 

* ''Eighty and six years have I served Christ, and He hath 
done me no wrong ; how can I blaspheme my King^ Him iHio 
hath saved me ?" — Martyr, St, Polycarpi^ c uc 
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sake : take all the consequences that may come. 
Only be valiant for the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free. 

Who knows how soon the scene may all 
change ? Crowd after crowd makes its miser- 
able clamour, and fades away. Successive mul- 
titudes cry Him down, and in the midst of their 
cry the angel of death beckons, and they melt 
from our sight ; whilst He, the Holy One of 
God, still stands there, to be scorned by them 
whom He came to save, or to be thrust aside 
for the sake of some unutterable abomination 
chosen in His place. 

But, Lord, how long ? One day the wretched 
throng that confronts Him will suddenly change 
their derision into the wailing of despair ^ They 
will see that crown of thorns flash out into 
radiant light, and that Face of meek dignity 
shine forth as the sun in his strength. They 
will hear that Voice of His, thundering through 
the air, as the sound of many waters, whilst the 
earth and the heaven melt away from before 
Him, and the whole scene becomes peopled with 
the dead raised again, and standing in a readi- 
ness for judgment. 

^ Rev. L 7. 
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In that hour, my friends, it will be too late to 
reverse the judgment, whatever it may be, which 
you have pronounced ; too late to recover your 
place at His side, if you have been hovering about 
in uncertainty between Him and the world ; for 
it is written, *' Whosoever shall be ashamed of 
Me and of My words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, of him also shall the Son of 
Man be ashamed when He cometh in the glory 
of His Father, with the holy angels V 

Merciful Jesu, be Thou now our wisdom and 
our strength ; and in that day be Thou all our 
salvation ! 

' St. Mark viii. 38. 
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PHILIPPIANS iii. lo. 
" SC^at J mag knofa pirn, nxib tfee pofajtr 0f '§%$ 

" I ^HIS was, in St. PauFs estimate, the per- 
-■- fection of all attainment As one of God*s 
favoured people, he had the privileges that result 
from His covenant. By education, he had the 
advantage of belonging to the strictest and the 
best-informed of all the Jewish sects. In respect 
to the habits of his life, he had been, so far as 
his knowledge went, altogether blameless in con- 
duct \ Yet all this, he says, was utterly thrown 
into the shade, utterly made valueless in the 
comparison, by a knowledge that he had ac- 
quired in later years, " the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord." There was nothing now that 
he desired, save only "to be found in Him," to 
have "the righteousness which is of God by 

* Preached as a Farewell Sermon at Mortlake, Surrey, on 
Easter Day, 1855. 
*» C£ Acts xxii. 3, PhiL iil 5, sqq. 
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faith in Christ Jesus," the end of which is "to 
know Him," as our text has it, "and the power 
of His resurrection." 

Now it will help to throw light on the 
meaning of these phrases, if we refer to the 
same Apostle's prayer on behalf of the Ephe- 
sians. He tells these that since he "heard of 
their faith in the Lord Jesus, and" their "love 
unto all the saints," he has not ceased to praise 
God for such grace bestowed upon them, and 
to pray " that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, may give" them " the spirit 
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
Him*'." You will observe, therefore, that this 
knowledge is progressive, should go on increas- 
ing perpetually, " the eyes of your understanding 
being enlightened ; that ye may know what is 
the hope of His calling, and what the riches of 
the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and 
what is the exceeding greatness of His power 
to US-ward who believe, according to the working 
of His mighty power, which He wrought in 
Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and 
set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly 

« Eph. i. 15—17. 
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places ^." " And you," he goes on to say in the 
next chapter, " who were dead in trespasses and 
sins ... He hath quickened together with Christ, 
. . . and hath raised us up together, and made 
us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus ^" 

Here you see what is meant by the power of 
the resurrection of Jesus. It is that mighty 
power which raised the Head first, and now 
raises and will hereafter raise the members of 
the Body also. 

First, of the power which raised Christ Jesus 
from the dead. There was a dead body, buried 
amidst the tears of a mother and her sisters 
and a few faithful friends, whose pious care 
deposited it in a new tomb, and, for its further 
security, rolled a great stone to the door of 
the sepulchre. And there were others anxious, 
from a very different motive, that that sepulchre 
should not be disturbed, nor the body removed 
from its resting-place. Therefore, lest fraud 
should be used, they sealed the heavy stone ; 
and lest force should be tried, they stationed 
a guard of soldiers to protect the place from 

*» Eph. i. 18—20. • lb. il I, 5, 6. 
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all molestation. But before the morning of the 
third day had well dawned, these armed men, 
as they stood to their watch, were seized with 
a violent dread ; for they saw one among them, 
bright in his appearance, and evidently be- 
longing not to this world but to another; 
and as he touched the ground, the earth under 
their feet shook again, and they fell prostrate 
as dead men, in their terror'. Yet this was 
but an angel, only a messenger, sent to roll 
away the stone from the door of the place 
where his Lord lay. They saw no more. But 
in that hour He that was dead, whose body 
they had thought to guard so jealously, came 
forth out of His grave alive, to die no more, 
but to rise within a little while through the 
clouds in majesty into the heavens above, there 
to reign in glory for ever and ever. 

Of this event St. Paul says, "Jesus Christ 
our Lord . . . was declared to be the Son of God 
with power, according to the Spirit of holiness, 
by the resurrection from the dead*." And 
St. Peter, — Christ was " put to death in the flesh, 
but quickened by the Spirit V 

' See St. Matt, xxviii. 2 — 4. « Rom. L 4, 

^ I St. Pet. iii. 18. 
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It was an amazing exhibition of Divine power. 
Sometimes it is ascribed to the Father, as where 
it is said, "This Jesus hath God raised upV 
Sometimes it is ascribed to the Son, as when 
He Himself says, " Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it again ^ ;" or, ** No man 
taketh My life from Me. I have power to lay 
it down, and I have power to take it again K" 
And sometimes it is ascribed to the Holy Ghost, 
as in the two passages quoted above. 

In any case, it is God who wrought it, for 
nothing short of His Almighty power could 
work so great a wonder as that of raising from 
the dead One whose soul had departed from 
the body, and of causing Him to live an eternal, 
never-ending life. 

But our knowing the "power of the resur- 
rection" of Jesus, is certainly something more 
than knowing that eighteen hundred years ago 
the power of Jehovah brought this great event 
to pass. 

To know this " power of His resurrection" is 
to know it experimentally, to know it by being 
ourselves made subject to the very same power. 

» Acts ii. 32. J St. John ii. 19. ^ lb. x. 18. 
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Now naturally (and we ought never to lose 
sight of this truth) — naturally we are all as dead 
men, "dead in trespasses and sins^" But they 
that believe and are baptized, are in their Bap- 
tism united to, incorporated with Christ, "bap- 
tized," as the Apostle says, "into His death"," 
that they may be made partakers of His resur- 
rection. Hence if we are made part of His 
Body and retain that union, and do not for- 
feit the position into which God's infinite grace 
has put us, we must receive of the life of that 
Body into which we are incorporated", of the 
sap of that Vine into which we are engrafted**. 
But if we do receive of this, there is a mighty 
transformation taking place within us. From 
dead men we become alive, "alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord p." The Spirit 
of God Himself, "the Spirit of Christ V' as 
He is elsewhere called, penetrates and spreads 
Himself through our whole soul, and we be- 
come new men ; not just breaking oflTfrom one 
or two sinful practices, and adopting in their 

' Eph. ii. I. " Rom. vi. 3, 4. " See Eph. iv. 16. 

" St. John XV. 5, 6; Rom. xi. 17. ' Rom. vL II. 

*> lb. viii. 9. 
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stead one or two holy practices, but our whole 
man changed throughout; — motives, affections, 
thoughts, principles new and heavenly, instead 
of those of the natural man ; the system of our 
life, the very style of oOr language, the whole 
of our demeanour, the things we do and the 
things we leave undone, — all altogether diffe- 
rent from what they would naturally be, and 
from what probably and in many cases they 
have actually been, before that secret, unseen 
influence worked with such energy in the heart. 
This is to "know the power of the resurrection" 
of Christ, when we feel in mighty operation 
within us that Holy Spirit, which wrought in 
Him when It raised Him from the dead, bring- 
ing us more and more out of that state of death 
in which we are by nature, into the full enjoy- 
ment of that spiritual life which we have by 
union with our risen Lord. 

But there is yet another sense in which St. 
Paul desired to know " the power of the resur- 
rection of Christ Jesus." It was not only that 
he might have more and more of that spiritual 
life, of which we have spoken, imparted to his 
inner man now, but, looking onward to the 



124 SERMON VIII. 



day of the return of His Master he desired 
to be made partaker of His likeness even in 
the body also. Now you know well what be- 
comes of this tabernacle of flesh in which we 
are dwelling. It is to be pulled down, laid 
aside, to become cold and lifeless by-and-by, 
and then food for worms, and then corrup- 
tion and dust. Not very flattering, all this, 
to beauty or to vanity. But so it is. And 
kings and labouring men have the same dis- 
honour to look forward to. But our Blessed 
Lord has told us plainly of something beyond 
that again : " The hour is coming, in the which all 
that are in the graves shall hear His voice, 
and shall come forth ^" And again, "This is 
the Father's will which hath sent Me, that of 
all which He hath given Me I should lose no- 
thing, but should raise it up again at the last 
day. And this is the will of Him that sent Me, 
that every one which seeth the Son, and be- 
lieveth on Him, may have everlasting life ; and 
I will raise him up at the last day. . . . No man 
can come to Me, except the Father which hath 
sent Me draw him : and I will raise him up at 

' St. John V. 28, 29. 
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the last day^" Here then is the ''power of 
the resurrection" of Jesus, for here is the risen 
Jesus raising to new life those that believe in 
Him, in the hour of His return. 

And St. Paul, writing to the Romans, tells 
them, "If the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus 
from the dead dwell in you. He that raised up 
Christ from the dead shall also quicken your 
mortal bodies by* His Spirit that dwelleth in 
you ^." This is that power of the resurrection 
of Christ which the Apostle desired to know, 
" and the fellowship of the sufferings of Christ, 
being made" (said he) "conformable unto His 
death ; if by any means I might attain unto the 
resurrection of the dead^" And no wonder 
he desired it, when we read a little after some- 
thing more about the exceeding greatness of 
that transforming power, and the effects which 
it is to produce. "The Lord shall change 
the body of our humiliation, that it may be 
fashioned like unto His glorious Body, accord- 
ing to the working whereby He is able to sub- 

• St. John vi. 39, 40, 44. * Or "because of," (marg.) 

• Rom. viii. ii. » Phil. iii. 10, ii. 
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due all things unto Himself y." And St John 
tells us the same : " When He shall appear, we 
shall be like Him «." 

We see then, brethren, something of what is 
meant by " knowing the power of the resurrec- 
tion" of Jesus Christ. It is to appreciate the 
glory of that power by which God raised His 
only-begotten Son from the dead It is to 
know by experience something of that mighty 
energy, once displayed in raising the body of 
the Lord, but now at work in generating and 
vastly increasing the spiritual life within each 
one of us. And it is to be fully persuaded 
that in the last day what is sown a natural 
body in corruption, and dishonour, and weak- 
ness, shall be raised a spiritual body in incor- 
ruption, and glory, and power* 

And now, my dear friends, I entreat you not 
to forget that all these three are inseparably 
linked together. 

"Righteousness," says the Apostle, "shall be 
imputed" to us ; or to speak more correctly, 
*' It shall be imputed to us" "for righteousness," 

Phil. iii. 21. « I St John uL 2. 

• Sec I Cor. xv. 42 — 44. 
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" if we believe on Him that raised up Jesus our 
Lord from the dead^" Here the knowledge 
and acknowledgment of the power of the resur- 
tion of Jesus is the ground of our justification. 

And again we read, " If the Spirit of Him 
that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in 
you, then He that raised up Christ from the 
dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies," 
raise you up in like manner in the last day, *' by 
His Spirit that dwelleth in you°." Do, I beg 
you, note this, how they that shall experience 
hereafter the power of the Holy Ghost giving 
a new spiritual life to their now mortal bodies, 
are those, and those alone, who here experience 
the power of the same Spirit infusing a new 
spiritual life into their naturally dead souls. 

The nature of the inner man must be changed 
into the image and likeness of Jesus our Lord 
now; or else the nature of the outward man 
will never be changed into the likeness of His 
glorified Body in the last day. 

The alternative is absolutely tremendous, the 
extremes to one of which we are each of us 
tending; we are hanging, as it were, at this 
* Rom. iv. 22, 24. * Ibid. viii. 11. 
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moment midway between glory and damna- 
tion. But we have this advantage, that we have 
once been bound and linked with One who is 
in heaven. And shall we, beloved, sever the 
tie, and cut the cord that binds us to Jesus, 
and keeps us from falling into the pit of per- 
dition ? 

Look well to it then. Examine yourselves 
constantly to see whether you are growing more 
like the Holy Jesus, for this, as it were, is the 
index, this the test. We may judge something, 
and with fair certainty, of what our future shall 
be, by what our present is. 

Happy the men of a loving, meek, gentle 
spirit, the men that know not what it is to resent 
an injury, nor utter a sharp word ! Happy they 
who spend their lives in doing good, sacrificing 
self for the comfort of others ! Happy the pure, 
chaste, temperate, self-controlled, self-mortifying, 
whose flesh is ever in subjection to the spirit! 
Happy the men of prayer, devout, *' loving the 
place where God*s honour dwelleth^' holding 
sweet communion with the saints, and sweeter 
communion still with their Father which is in 
•* Ps. xxvi. 8. 
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heaven ! Happy all these ! and, in their measure, 
all who are growing into this state, who are going 
on unto perfection, with the pattern of Christ's 
life always before them, and striving every day, 
by Divine help, to copy this and that point in 
His character in which they are conscious of 
their own deficiency or imperfection. These are 
they who, by Divine grace, have already known 
something of the power of the resurrection of 
Christ Jesus, for " beholding with open face His 
glory," they " are changed into the same image 
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of 
the LordV* 

But one last faithful word let me speak in all 
plainness to the fornicator, the adulterer, the 
drunkard, the dishonest, the swearer, the liar, 
the Sabbath-breaker. What is your hope ? Are 
you like — need I ask the question.? — ^are you 
like Christ, the Holy One of God > And if 
not, in whose likeness do you expect to rise 
out of the grave in the resurrection of all men, 
both just and unjust ? 

One last faithful word to worldly-minded 
men, whose hearts are bound up in money, 

« 2 Cor. iiL 18. 
K 
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and entertainments, and pleasures, and attract- 
ing admiration, or occupied with cares, and 
studies, and pursuits, whose highest aim, when 
attained, will leave the soul naked and hungry, 
and God unhonoured and unglorified. Are you 
like Jesus in the tone of your mind, or the 
way of your life, whose "meat it was to do 
His Father's wilH," who lived for no other 
end than *'to glorify Him on earths?" And 
if the way of your life presents, as it certainly 
docs, a perfect contrast to the heavenly, devoted 
life of Christ when He was here, are you so 
foolish, so infatuated as to think you are going 
to be "glorified with Him^" hereafter ? Can you 
have your portion here, be " the enemies of the 
Cross of Christ^" here, and yet sit down and 
share His throne hereafter? I can hardly think 
you expect this. I suspect your miserable re- 
fuge is not to think of the matter at all. 

And one last faithful word to those who wish 
to be classed amongst "religious people," as 
they are called. What, brethren, if any of you 
are uncharitable in your judgment of others, 

' St. John iv. 34. « Ibid. xvii. 4. 

^ Rom. viii. 17. * Phil. iii. 18. 
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harsh in your speech, ungentle in your man- 
ner ? What if you are self-willed, soon angry, 
and eager to have everything your own way ? 
What if you are without deference to those 
in authority, be they parents, or ministers, or 
masters ? What if in you there is a lurking 
covetousness, a grasping spirit, an eye to the 
opinion of your world, the circle you move in, 
rather than to the simple truth or will of God ? 
In any such case, are you flattering yourselves 
that you bear on your heart and shew in your 
life the image of the meek, loving, self-renounc- 
ing Jesus ? And if not, " can faith save you ^ ?" 
Has Satan succeeded in so blinding your eyes, 
that you cannot see who are on the right hand 
of the Judge and who on the left in the great 
day ? Not they who say ' I believe,' but they 
whose " faith worketh by love V* not they who 
call themselves by Christ's holy Name are called 
by Him, His "mother, and brethren, and sis- 
ters"*," but they who hear the "word of God 
and keep itV "And herein" only '*is our 
love made perfect, that we may have boldness 

^ St. James ii. 14. * Gal. v. 6. « See St. Matt xii. . 

49, 50, and St. Luke viii. 21. ° St. Luke xi. 28. 
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in the day of judgment: because as He is, 
so are we in this world V 

And now, my dearest friends, standing as I 
do for my last day in this place in my present 
relation to you, I cannot but look back with 
feelings of deep humiliation on the period of 
my sojourn amongst you. I know full well 
that my conscience and your indulgent love are 
not at this moment speaking the same language. 
Of all my time in the ministry hitherto, that 
which I have spent here has been the happiest 
by far, and the most encouraging, thanks to 
God*s mercy and to your goodwill and forbear- 
ance. But I am conscious, nevertheless, of num- 
berless defects, and mixed motives, and incon- 
sistencies, and failures. I am not aware of having 
intentionally grieved any amongst you ; but if 
I have given pain to any, by what I have at any 
time said or done, or if I have in any case 
omitted attention and good offices where they 
were due, still more (and what I fear is yet 
more likely) if I have neglected in any case 
to speak home and faithfully the word of re- 
proof or correction where it was wanted, if I 

• I St. John iv. 17. 
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have been timid, where, for God's honour and 
your souFs sake, I ought to have been bold, 
I crave forgiveness at God's hands, and at 
yours. 

Greater results, I am sure, ought to have been 
seen from so long a ministry as mine in this 
place. The seats so often empty in this House 
of God, the scant attendance at the Lord's 
Supper, the disregard of the Lord's day so cha- 
racteristic of our neighbourhood, these and 
many other sights and sounds bear witness 
against me. 

Pray for me, brethren, that I may " find mercy 
of the Lord in that dayP,-" and pray for my 
successor, that he may have more grace, and 
be more largely blessed with success in his 
" work and labour of love ^." 

And if you meanwhile see, or if you should 
hereafter perceive, any good fruit of my work 
amongst you, which the Lord in His wisdom 
hides from me, lest I should be puffed up, then 
give, I pray you, to Him alone all the glory ; 
for indeed, I tell you frankly, it is all His, and 
not the smallest fraction of it due to me. 

P 2 Tim. i. 18. «» Heb. vi. 10. 
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But now, brethren, being separated one from 
another "for a short time in presence, not in 
heart'," "let us walk** still "by the same rule, 
let us mind the same thing • f " forgetting those 
things that are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things that are before," let us " press to- 
ward the mark, for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus *," seeking only to know 
more of Him, and the power of His resurrection, 
even " the exceeding greatness of that power ^" of 
"the Spirit of life*" "which effectually worketh 
in them that believe y." Then, whether we fall 
asleep in Jesus, or whether we live and remain 
to His coming, we shall be alike "changed*" 
when the "trump of God" is heard; and be 
" caught up together ... in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord *." 

" Now God Himself and our Father, and our 
Lord Jesus Christ direct" your way and mine. 
" And the Lord make you to increase and abound 
in love one toward another, and toward all men, 

' I Thess. ii. 17. ■ Phil. Hi. 16. * Ibid. 13, 14. 

" Eph. i. 19. « Rom. viii. 2. r i Thess. il 13. 
« I Cor. XV. 51, 52. • I Thess. iv. 16, 17. 
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even as we do toward you : to the end He may 
stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness 
before God, even our Father, at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints V* 

^ I Thess. iii. 1 1— 13. 
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I ST. PETER i. I, 2. 

" ^eter, an apostit of |estts Christ, to i\t strangrrs scat- 
itxtb t^rottg^od ^ontus, (@alatta, Cappabocia, ^sta, anb 
^it^gnta, tied accorbing to t^e forehnotolebgt of ^ob t^e 
^^at^er, tferong^ sanctifoatian of t^e Spirit, rnito oht- 
bienrt anb sprinhlmg of iht bloob of Itsns (t^rist : 
®race onto goir, anb peace, be maltiplieb/* 

I. All/E have this morning repeated, for the 
^ ^ fourth time within a few weeks, a very 
remarkable statement of the Christian faith — 
the Athanasian Creed,— containing language in 
many respects unusual with us, as well as very 
precise assertions on the mysterious subject of 
the Holy Trinity in the Divine Unity. 

Now it is well to bear in mind, what I have 
before pointed out to you, the circumstances out 
of which this Creed originated. In the first 
three hundred years of the Christian age, there 
arose discussions, varied and too often bitter, 
on the revelations which the Gospel had made 
to us of God, and of His glorious work in the 
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salvation of man. Almost all imaginable forms 
. of error concerning the nature of God were pro- 
pounded to the world in that short period. And 
it must ever be remembered that the statements 
of the Athanasian Creed are assertions of truth 
opposed to previous assertions of false doctrine, 
and not spontaneously made, because the Church 
wished to dogmatize on a subject so deep and 
difficult. Indeed, no man can appreciate fully 
the value and the importance of that " form of 
sound words */* without a knowledge of the his- 
tory of the early Church, and an acquaintance 
with the mischievous heresies which were rife 
in the days of her infancy. 

Into such questions, however, it is not my 
purpose now to enter ; nor need I do so, since 
• you are well aware that although the precise ex- 
pressions made use of in two of our Creeds do 
not occur in the Bible, yet (i) That in Holy Scrip- 
ture it is distinctly revealed that there is One 
God, and one only. This is repeated again and 
again in the Old Testament and in the New. 

And yet, (2,) that it is also found in that Holy 
Book that the Name of God, the attributes of 

• 2 Tim. i. 13. 
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God, and His works also, are attributed equally 
to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
between whom there is a distinction of the one 
from the other, and a relation of the one to 
the other. 

To the Son, for example, is applied the title 
of Lord, of King of kings and Lord of lords ; 
the attributes of eternal being, and of omni- 
science ; the works of creation and salvation. 

To the Holy Spirit is applied the titles of 
Lord and God ; the attribute of searching all 
things, even the deep things of God, and that 
of eternity also ; and the work of the new crea- 
tion of the heart of man, and of imparting to 
him the new spiritual life. 

To reconcile these two aspects of the revela- 
tion made to us in the Gospel — the truth of the 
unity of God with the truth that the Father is 
God, the Son God, and the Holy Ghost God, — 
this was a problem which it is not to be won- 
dered at that thoughtful minds should endea- 
vour to solve. 

It is a problem beset with difficulties ; for all 
that relates to the manner of the being of God 
must needs be a mystery to man. His works 
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often are far beyond our comprehension ; His 
wisdom is unsearchable: how much more His 
nature. And we are, unhappily, not only finite 
beings, of very small grasp of mind, as compared 
with what is infinite, but we are too often vain 
and self-confident ; and therefore set about an 
enquiry into divine mysteries in a self-reliant 
spirit, or else, at best, as men pre-occupied with 
certain habits of thought and principles of phi- 
losophy (falsely so called) which serve to distort 
our vision. It Was from these causes, no doubt, 
that those conflicting views arose in the East, 
originated by a people trained in subtleties of 
thought and expression, and using a language 
singularly adapted to such a controversy. 

The issue of this all was the adoption of that 
phraseology which has remained to the present 
day in the Athanasian Creed ; a defence, in 
God's mercy, against opposite errors, when we 
speak of a Divine Substance which cannot be 
divided, and yet of Three Persons, which must 
not be confounded ; or, as it is otherwise ex- 
pressed, " The Unity in Trinity, and the Trinity 
in Unity, is to be worshipped" 

As to fathoming this mystery with our under- 
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standing, that is out of the question. It is but 
one out of many things which we believe on 
sufficient authority, though it may not be within 
the province of our reason to comprehend them. 
And before the introduction of so many here- 
sies into the world, no more exact profession 
of faith was required of persons who were can- 
didates for baptism than that they believed in 
that holy Name into which they were about to 
be baptized, " the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ^" 

IL But, beloved, it will be more profitable to 
us to dwell awhile rather on the relation to 
ourselves in which each Person of the glorious 
Godhead is pleased to stand, than on their 
mutual relation to one another. 

With a wonderful condescension, each of these 
ever-blessed Persons has graciously undertaken 
a place and a part in the work of man's salva- 
tion : " The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, the communion of the Holy 
Ghost V' are spoken of by St. Paul. By St. Peter 
again, in our text, we have " the foreknowledge" 
and "election of the Father," "the sanctification 

*» St. Matt, xxviii. 19. « 2 Cor. xiiL 14. 
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of the Spirit," " the sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus Christ" These things come so near to 
us that they take this doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity out of the class of cold speculations, 
and place it amongst those that should most 
closely touch our affections and influence our 
lives. 

(i.) First, then, let us say a word about what 
the Apostle designates the Christians here in re- 
lation to God the Father. He calls them " elect 
according to the Father's foreknowledge." An 
important truth is here made known to us de- 
monstrative of divine love, and destructive of 
human merit. If any nation has been enlightened 
with the knowledge of the Gospel, if any indi- 
vidual has been admitted into Christ's Church, 
it is because of God's free choice of them, or of 
him, to be made partakers of so high a pri- 
vilege. The providing a way of salvation for 
lost man was the Father's thought. His eternal 
thought and purpose ; as it is written, " God so 
loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life ^" And as 

^ St.Johniii. 16. 



142 SERMON IX. 



the design generally, so the communication of 
its benefits to individuals, whencesoever gathered 
into the body of the Redeemer, proceeds from 
the same source, the electing love of the Father. 
Thus St. Paul writes to the Ephesians : " We were 
by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 
But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great 
love wherewith He loved us, even when we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened us together 
with Christ, . . . and hath . . . made us sit to- 
gether in heavenly places in Christ Jesus ; that 
in the ages to come He might shew the exceed- 
ing riches of His grace in His kindness toward 
us through Christ Jesus ® " 

The whole scheme, therefore, of man's deliver- 
ance from sin and death, and the giving to any 
nation or person a share in that salvation, has 
its prime origin and source in the free and im- 
measurable love of God the Father. 

And what emotions of the heart towards Him 
ought this truth to stir ? Surely those of deep, 
admiring, humble love in return ; a love that 
rejects all idea of merit ; a love that is con- 
stantly alive to recognise the Giver in* every 

• Eph. ii. 3—7. 



THE TRINITY IN UNITY. I43 

good and perfect gift bestowed on us ; a love 
that delights in every opportunity of service and 
obedience, and that longs for the time of closer 
and more uninterrupted communion in heaven. 

(2.) Next, let us consider, brethren, what it is 
to which this love of the Father has elected us. 
It is " obedience and sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus Christ." This obedience is probably the 
same of which St. Paul speaks when he says 
that the revelation of the Gospel is " made known 
to all nations for the obedience of faith V* i.e* 
that men should submit themselves to the will 
of God by accepting what He offers them, the 
righteousness which is, not by their own works, 
but by faith in the work of His Blessed Son. 
And here that work is set forth, the " sprinkling 
of His blood." What blood His was, we know ; 
it was His lif e-WooAy not a few drops from a 
wound that might be healed, but the outpouring 
of that wherein was His life. 

And for the sprinkling of it, we know also 

that this is a sacrificial phrase addressed by 

one born of the house of Israel to others by 

nation Jews like himself. They knew how 

' Rom. xvi. 26. 
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blood was sprinkled once on the door-posts of 
the houses wherein their fathers were sheltered ; 
and the angel of wrath saw the mark of God's 
people and passed over the houses, and they 
died not^. They knew how the people were 
sprinkled in the day of the covenant at Mount 
Sinai, and thus carried about with them the seal 
of God's promise to be merciful to them, and 
to be their God \ They knew how every year 
the high-priest entered into the Holiest with the 
blood of the Atonement, and made reconcilia- 
tion for the people, sprinkling thereof before 
the Mercy-seat. 

When therefore they read these words of the 
Apostle, would it not be vividly impressed on 
their minds how Christ had shed His blood in 
order that all that would apply it by faith to 
their own souls might be delivered from wrath ? 
Would they not see it to be, and desire to have 
an interest in it as being, the seal of that new 
and better covenant, " I will put My laws into 
their hearts, and in their minds will I write 
them^?" And would they not by faith discern, 
within the veil, even in heaven itself, Jesus now 

» Exod. xii. 7, 23. ^ Levit xvl 14. * Heb. x. 16. 
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appearing with His own blood, i.e. in His glo- 
rified human Body, with the wound-scars of His 
sacrifice yet visible, appearing so in the presence 
of God for them ^ ? 

And this is the great work of God the Son 
on our account. According to the will of the 
Father, and with a ready mind to do that will \ 
He came, He clothed Himself with our nature, 
He made a full, perfect, and sufficient atone- 
ment for all the sins of all men that will take 
advantage of it ; and now is applying the infinite 
merit of that sacrifice by personally appearing 
on behalf of all that believe before the throne 
of grace and glory. 

What feelings the thought of this wonderful 
work on our account should excite within us, 
surely I need hardly point out Nothing will 
seem hard to us to do for the love of Him " who 
loved us, and hath given Himself for us°^." Peace 
will take the place of fear, on remembrance of 
an entire satisfaction made once for all for ini- 
quity and sin ; whilst the consciousness of an 
acceptable Mediator ever present in heaven will 

^ See Hebrews ix. 24. ' Ibid. x. 9 ; Ps. xl. 7. 

« Eph. V. 2. 

L. 
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make us to be there unceasingly, in the spirit 
of self-renunciation, but yet of firm unwavering 
certainty of our prayer being for His sake re- 
ceived and answered. Adoring gratitude, and 
loving trust, and zealous service, will be the ef- 
fect of this deliverance on all that believe them- 
selves to have been made partakers of it. 

(3.) And now, beloved, of the part of God the 
Spirit in the work of man's salvation. It is 
said in our text that the Father has elected 
believers unto obedience and sprinkling of the 
blood of His Son, "through sanctification of 
the Spirit/' 

Before a "man can say that Jesus is the 
Lord V he must have the teaching of the " Holy 
Ghost." And when he believes and is baptized, 
then must he have the impression of the seal of 
the Spirit set upon him, and continually made 
deeper and plainer upon his heart within and 
his life without. The first reception of the 
truth is from Him, the Holy Ghost ; all our 
subsequent growth in divine wisdom, all our 
advancement in holy affections and heavenly 
conduct, all our increasing strength against 
°-i Cor. xii. 3. 
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temptation, all our love to God, all our charity 
towards man, all our zeal for the Saviour's hon- 
our, all our self-denying exertions for the good 
of His Church and His poor on earth, all our 
growing indifference to the attractions of the 
world, the praises or the censures of men, all 
our growing interest in things eternal, and fit- 
ness for, and desires of entering upon, the en- 
joyment of heaven ; whatever of purity and 
meekness, whatever of joy and peace in believ- 
ing, is found within us, — ^all is, not from our- 
selves, but from One Divine Author, even God 
the Holy Ghost. 

O brethren, when we think of our own inborn 
corruption, our reluctance, naturally, to receive 
any holy inspirations, our resistance, too often, 
to the pure and heavenly suggestions conveyed 
to our minds by Him, our many actual sins in 
spite of His remonstrances within us, truly it is 
wonderful that He should ever have visited so 
dark and unclean a place as our heart is by 
nature ; and perhaps more wonderful still, that 
after His first coming He was not long since 
provoked to take His departure from us in 
righteous displeasure. Surely .such condescend- 
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ing love as He has shewn us, such patient for- 
bearance, such tender, gentle dealing with us as 
He still shews wherever He is yet abiding, ought 
to move us, in return, to love, and revere, and 
cherish, and observe, and obey with prompt and 
ready affection, this most holy and glorious In- 
habitant of our body**. 

(4.) There is one further consideration which 
the mystery of this day — the Unity of the God- 
head in three Persons, and the Trinity of Per- 
sons in this One Godhead — may well suggest 
to us. If God be One, then is His work one 
also, an absolute oneness in the plan and in its 
execution. Therefore we cannot conceive the 
idea of the Father electing any whom the blood 
of the Son does not sprinkle, nor the Holy 
Spirit sanctify. Now what is in the mind of 
the holy and invisible God we cannot discern 
by prying into His decrees; whose names are 
written in the " Lamb's book of life^" we cannot 
"break through *i" to read ; these are " in the light 
which no man can approach unto'." But the 
hallowing work of the Spirit is a thing traceable 

• I Cor. vi. 19. 9 Rev. xxi. 27. 

1 Exod. xix. 24. 'I Tim. vL 16. * 
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by us, for it is done on the earth, on living men 
in the flesh, or else it is not done at all. 

Every man, therefore, amongst us may know 
what interest he has in God's electing love and 
the Son's cleansing blood, by examining what 
share he has in the Holy Ghost's sanctifying 
influences. According as I grow or decay in 
the spiritual life, — ^according as I become more 
master of my passions or more enslaved to 
them, — more exact and truthful, and kind in 
my intercourse with others, or more unscru- 
pulous and selfish, — ^according as my heart goes 
out more into the unseen world and its holy 
spiritual joys, or becomes more entangled with 
the cares and pleasures of this life, — accord- 
ing as I pray more fervently, or carry through 
my devotions more languidly, — according to 
these signs may I judge whether God is in me 
of a truth «. And if\ have the Spirit of Christ, 
then I know that I have Christ, and if I have 
Christ, then I know that I have the Father*. 
Then may I say with holy boldness, *'If God 
be for us, who can be against us ? yea .... 

■ Rom. viiL 9, where the converse also is stated. 
* I St. John iv. 15. 
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I am persuaded that .... no creature shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord V For " the Spirit 
itself beareth witness with our spirit that we are 
the children of God : and if children, then heirs ; 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ*." 

■ Rom. viil 31, 38; see also 26—30. * Ibid. 16, 17. 
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EZEKIEL XX. 12. 

*' portofcer also | jafre t Jftnt Pg Sabbal^s, to Ire a sign 
btttottn pe anb t^ent, t^ai t^tg mig^ knofe t^at | am 
t^e JIForb t^al sajuti:^ tjftm.*' 

nr^HIS is now the third Sunday in succession 
. -*- on which the subject of the Sabbath day- 
has been brought before our notice, in one form 
or another, in the services of the Church. The 
Sunday before last, the I2th chapter of St Mat- 
thew was read, as the Second Lesson in the 
Morning Service, commencing with the account 
of the disciples plucking the ears of corn on the 
Sabbath day, and of the cavil of the Pharisees 
thereupon. And then follows in the sanie 
chapter the healing of the man with a withered 
hand in the synagogue on the same day. 

Last Sunday, the Gospel of the day contained 
the account of the healing of the man with the 
dropsy in the Pharisee's house on the Sabbath, 
• Preached on the Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
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and the Lord's reasoning with the Lawyers and 
Pharisees on the subject 

To-day we have read the sharp reproofs by 
the mouth of Ezekiel, addressed to the Jews, 
who had enjoyed, they and their fathers, especial 
marks of Divine favour, and extraordinary privi- 
leges and spiritual light, but had abused all the 
advantages which God had bestowed: this by 
name being particularly mentioned against them, 
'* My Sabbaths they greatly polluted \" 

Now our Text, as I apprehend, has been very 
much misunderstood. " I gave them My Sab- 
baths." This is no doubt said of the fourth 
commandment, delivered to Israel in the wilder- 
ness, on their way out of Egypt into Canaan, 
the lot of their inheritance. But it has been 
supposed, most erroneously, that because this 
commandment was uttered from Mount Sinai, 
as part of the law, it was then for the first time 
made known as the will of God. Surely this 
does not follow by any means. Certainly the 
will of God concerning idolatry was known to 
Jacob, who charged his household to put away 
their images, and he gathered them, and buried 

•» Ezek. XX. 13. 
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them out of their sight®. Certainly, the law 
against murder was given at least as early as 
the days of Noah, to whom it was said, " Whoso 
sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood 
be shed*." The law of marriage also (and in 
it by implication the seventh commandment) 
was, as our blessed Lord Himself assures us, 
revealed to the first father of our race, to rule 
all the families of the earth as they should 
increase and multiply. And so also the will 
of God that His creatures should consecrate 
one-seventh part of their time, one day in every 
seven, to holy rest, was explicitly declared to 
Adam in Paradise. 

It is true we do not hear directly of its obser- 
vance from that time, until the Mosaic law was 
given. Biit this does not shew that the day 
was not observed. There is no mention of sacri- 
fice from Abel to the Deluge, nor again from 
the time of Jacob's arrival at Beersheba until 
Israel's deliverance out of Egypt. Yet no one 
doubts that sacrifices were repeatedly offered 
to the Lord during the first-named period, an 
interval of fifteen hundred years, and in the 
• Gen. XXXV. 2. ^ Ibid. ix. 4. 
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second period also, which was some two or three 
hundred years long. 

But it is at least a very remarkable circum- 
stance that after the Deluge Noah should twice 
have observed an interval of s^ven days in send- 
ing the dove forth out of the Ark®: a plain 
indication at least of a weekly division of time 
then in use among men. 

And most significant too is the fact that almost 
throughout the whole world, and not in Judaea 
alone, the same usage should prevail, of dividing 
time into periods of seven days '. Easily enough 
do we perceive this to be consistent with what 
is revealed in the earliest of all records, viz. that 
when God created the world. He was pleased to 
ordain that every seventh day on its return 
should be set apart for Him and for His service, 
to be a day of holy rest for man, and for all the 
creatures employed by man. 

When, therefore, it is said in our text, " I gave 
them My Sabbaths," it cannot reasonably be 
understood to mean that the Mosaic law con- 
tains the first institution of the weekly day of 
rest. According to the Scriptures we may plainly 

• Gen. viii. lo, ' Dion Cassius, xxxvii. i8, 19. 
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perceive that it is not so. In common with 
other precepts, this had been made known long 
before. But it may have fallen into neglect, as 
alas ! it has done too often since then ; or it may 
have become corrupted. And therefore when 
the Lord was making known His will more per- 
fectly to a chosen nation, then, together with 
precepts concerning idolatry and image-worship, 
and murder, and theft, and adultery, and covet- 
ousness. He gave them His Sabbaths, "to be 
a sign between Him and them, that they might 
know that He was the Lord, that sanctified 
them." 

And now let me beg you to consider, brethren, 
how this commandment was dealt with by our 
Lord Jesus Christ. For here again, it would 
seem, there has been much misunderstanding. 
Some have imagined that He greatly relaxed 
this law of God, or even did away with it. But 
you will hardly think this, when you notice care- 
fully His conduct and His words in. this matter. 

How did He employ Himself on the day of 
rest ? Was there anything ever in His example, 
that can encourage men in neglecting this ordi- 
nance, and making it a day of toil or pleasure ? 
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He frequented the synagogues, He joined 
there in the prayers of His fellow countrymen, 
He read the Scriptures, He taught the people 
out of them. 

Now and then, and evidently for a purpose. 
He performed a miraculous cure on that day. 
I say "now and then," for His healing of the 
multitudes » was after the sun had set, and when 
according to the Jewish mode of calculating time 
the Sabbath was past. They reckoned their 
day from evening to evening. Their Sabbath 
therefore began on the Friday evening at sunset, 
and ended at sunset on the Saturday. 

He suffered His disciples, being hungry, to 
pluck the ears of corn as they passed through 
a field of wheat, and to rub out the grain in 
their hands \ 

And He went in to dine at the house of one 
of the chief Pharisees^, seizing the opportunity 
for giving holy and timely instruction to those 
around Him. 

Such were the actions of the Lord. 

And what were His discourses on this subject? 
Did He ever say that the time was coming when 

» St. Matt xil 15. *» St. Luke vl I. » Ibid. xiv. I. 
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such an institution should pass away with the 
shadows of the ceremonial law? No. He shewed 
indeed that the Pharisees had grossly misunder- 
stood and misrepresented the precept, and that 
they were applying to His conduct a test which 
they did not apply to their own. As He rebuked 
their superstitious glosses upon the third com- 
mandment^ and upon the fifth \ and shewed what 
was really the spirit of those ; so He reproved 
their superstitions about the fourth command- 
ment, and stated its spirit in few words. " It 
is lawful to do well on the Sabbath days V* i.e. 
to shew mercy, and perform all possible kind 
actions for the comfort of our neighbours. But 
you will nowhere find it hinted by Him that this 
commandment should be done away, any more 
than any other of the ten. 

Not only so. But He bids His disciples, 
when warning them of the miseries about to 
come upon Jerusalem, and the necessity for 
their escaping from the siege and the strait- 
ness, — He bids them " Pray ye that your flight 
be not ... on the Sabbath day"." Yet certainly 

J St Matt, xxiii. 16, sqq. ^ St. Mark vii. 10, &c 

^ St. Matt. xii. 12. » Ibid. xxiv. 20. 
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that flight was to happen in the times of the 
passing away of all that was merely ceremonial 
in the Jewish law. 

And moreover, which is vastly worthy of our 
careful observation, He makes this momentous 
statement, "The Sabbath was made for man: 
and not man for the Sabbath °." " The Sabbath 
was made for man /' not for a particular people, 
but for all nations of the earth; not for one 
generation, but for the whole race ; not for the 
body only, and its relief, but for the whole man ; 
for his body, to rest ; for his soul, to be refreshed; 
for his spirit, to be renovated with new life. 
'* The Sabbath was made for man." This surely 
is not language that applies to an institution 
only intended to last for a short while, and part 
of a system of passing shadows. 
• There is, however, one difficulty in some per- 
sons* minds connected with this matter, in that 
the day of the week observed by Christians is 
the first and not the seventh. But this trans- 
ferring of the festival is a very different thing 
from doing away with it. And it is a subject 
upon which individual judginent may, with the 

« St. Mark U. 27. 
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greatest propriety, be submitted to the voice of 
the universal Church of Christ. 

We know that on the first day of the week 
our Lord ^ rose from the dead, thus completing 
our redemption, and testifying to its completion. 

On this dayP He appeared to His disciples 
once and again, when they were gathered to- 
gether. 

On this day, further, when they were assem- 
bled with one accord in one place, came down 
the Holy Ghost 

On this day, as we learn from the Acts of the 
Apostles, and the First Epistle to the Corin- 
thians, the first disciples met for prayer, and for 
collecting alms, and for Holy Communion, and 
for hearing the word of the Gospel. 

On this day, in the times of bitter persecu- 
tion that followed, the early Christians gathered 
together before daylight, to pray to Christ their 
God, to strengthen one another in holy resolu- 
tions, to sing hymns, and to partake of the holy 
Eucharist together. This we learn from the 
testimony of the heathen Pliny. 

As soon as Christianity was established as th$ 

*> St John XX. I, P Ibid. 20, 26^ 



l60 SERMON X. 



religion of the Roman Empire, not only did the 
believers carry out the same practice of worship 
in open day, but also on the Lord's day it was 
forbidden by authority to plead in law courts, 
to labour at men's ordinary toil, and to fre- 
quent or to exhibit plays, and games, and 
diversions. 

Our own Church plainly understands the 
fourth commandment, applied in its spirit to 
the Lord's day, to be binding on all. For 
every week, and oftener, her ministers are bidden 
to read it out in the ears of all the people, 
who are taught to pray God to forgive them 
for having broken it, at any time, and to give 
them grace to keep that law for the future. 

I trust, brethren, that we shall always, with 
feelings of deep thankfulness for such a gift, 
look upon ourselves as amongst those to whom 
the Lord gave His Sabbaths, 

And now may God enable us with profit to 
consider the purposes of this holy gift : "to be 
a sign," saith the Lord, " between Me and them." 

This weekly recurring feast, then, is a per- 
petual memorial between the Lord and His 
people. And it is felt by them to be such. 
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It is designed to put us in mind continually that 
we are not our own, that we have a near and 
most important relation to Him. And when 
we think not only of our creation, of which 
a day of rest was in the first instance designed 
to be the commemoration, but also of our re- 
demption on this day of the week made per- 
fect, then we have indeed in this holy day 
a sign between Him and us, that we are not 
our own, but bought with a price. The mass 
of men would run great risk of forgetting this, 
if they had no such token. But even, ill as the 
festival is observed, and grievously as it is dese- 
crated, there is still enough left of peculiarity 
about the Lord's Day in this country to prevent 
men from forgetting that there is a God to be 
served and worshipped, and another world to be 
prepared for. The chiming of bells in their ears, 
the gathering of congregations before their eyes, 
the stilled hum of business and the suspended 
traffic in our larger cities — ^these things plainly 
tell even thoughtless men that there is a sign 
between God and His people. May its distinct- 
ness become year by year more plainly marked 
among us ! . 

M 
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It is added in our Text, " that they may know 
that I am the Lord that sanctify them." The 
impressing of this law of a weekly day of rest 
upon His people by God is a perpetual testimony 
to them that they are set apart as His, for Him. 
And this is the first meaning of sanctification. 
It is the being separated from ordinary use to 
belong entirely to the Lord. Having such a 
mark upon them is a perpetual testimony that 
they are to be " holiness to the Lord." 

But not only so. It is by the observance in 
its season, and with due reverence, of this holy 
day, that we really learn to know Jehovah as 
our Sanctifier in a higher sense, viz. by actually 
having experience of His most mighty, trans- 
forming, hallowing work in our souls. The 
more carefully we keep the Lord's Day holy, 
the more do we feel within us the efficacy of 
the Holy Ghost. Everything favours this. Free 
from the distractions of business, and the en- 
grossing occupations of ordinary days, we com- 
mune with God and with our own hearts at 
home ; we join with the saints in their holy, 
solemn assemblies for worship ; we hear the 
Lord's Word, with a heart already in a measure 
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at least prepared for the good seed ; and we 
draw nearer yet in the Holy Communion, that 
we may be made partakers of the Body and 
Blood of Christ. It is evident that if God do 
but give His blessing, such a day, often and 
regularly coming round, must greatly tend to 
the development and growth of the spiritual 
man, and we thus come to know Jehovah as 
our sanctifier. 

Nevertheless, what says the Scripture ? " My 
Sabbaths they greatly polluted." And what 
says our own observation now, brethren ? Look 
at our railways, those great characteristic marks 
of our own day. Look at the roads and the 
rivers in the neighbourhood of our great cities 
and towns. The incessant toil of the employed, 
the thoughtless pleasure-seeking of the em- 
ployers, bear witness against us that the Chris- 
tian's day of holy rest is indeed greatly polluted. 
Look at our market-gardens at certain seasons 
of the year ; look at our shops half closed, and 
in some places open altogether; hear, as you 
pass by from evening Church, the riot and the 
revel in our public-houses. What do all these 
things say in the ears of the Lord of Hosts 
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but this, " My Sabbaths they have greatly pol- 
luted." 

I would ask you, my dear friends, can there 
possibly be any need that these things should 
be as they are ? Is there not a terrible amount 
of guilt contracted by a nation, and by a neigh- 
bourhood, where such things are done and suf- 
fered? When we thus refuse to be ruled by 
the love of God, and throw away one of His 
niost precious gifts in contempt, may we not 
reasonably expect the sentence, " As I live, saith 
the Lord God, surely with a mighty hand, and — i 
with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured — 
out, will I rule over you %'* 

Perhaps you will say, 'But what can we do-^^o 
jn this matter ? How can we diminish the evil r r ^sJ 
We acknowledge it is wrong ; but how can Wi ■ ^ 
mend it?' 

First, by endeavouring to fix more deepl>^S^ 
in our own hearts a sense of the sacrednesr -ss 
of the Lord's Day. Try to feel that it i^Ss 
^ holy day, to be devoted, as far as possibl«^^> 
to holy uses. Once be thoroughly impresse==-c/ 
with this, and your own occupations upon :lt 

« Ezek. XX. 33. 



\ 
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will have their peculiar character. You will 
endeavour to spend your time, not as on other 
days, because it is not as other days. 

Next, your example will tell on those around 
you. The salt, remember, gives of its savour 
to what comes in contact with it. So those 
who are with you on the Lord's Day will feel 
that they also must bear the holiness of the 
season in mind ; they will try to employ them- 
selves even as you, and they will soon find, by 
God's grace, the blessedness of doing the Lord's 
will in this respect 

Again, impressed with the holiness of the 
day, you will bear in mind the Lord's sentence, 
*' It is lawful to do well on the Sabbath day.' 
It is not doing well, i.e. not acting charitably, 
or benevolently, or considerately, to employ 
servants in work that can be avoided, nor to 
compel labourers to toil for your gain, nor to 
tempt shopkeepers to sell, by sending for any 
goods on that day, nor, by travelling for business 
or pleasure, to cause the employment of drivers, 
and conductors, and porters, and I know not 
how many else, who have been toiling through 
the week, and would gladly rest, if these plea- 



I66 SERMON X. 



sure-hunters would let them, — gladly go to the 
House of God, and pray, and hear His Word, 
if they were not hindered by the inconsiderate 
selfishness of their employers. Let me b^ of 
you, therefore, beloved, to be exceedingly careful 
in all these respects, and to exert all the influ- 
ence you possess, or can acquire, to bring others 
to the same mind. Do not say, ' My altering in 
this will make no difference; trains will run, 
whether I go by them or not ; shops will be 
open, whether I deal at them or no.' Do not 
reason thus. For then improvement will be out 
of the question for ever. And be sure of this, — 
if you contribute but in a small measure to this 
or any other sin, if you take advantage of, or 
draw gain from, this violation by others of one 
of God's commandments, you have your share 
(and you cannot calculate how great) in the 
guilt, and you will infallibly hereafter have your 
share of the coming punishment. 

In conclusion, suffer me to quote to you the 
words of Bishop Wilson (of Calcutta) on this 
whole subject: — "Let it be remembered that 
we disclaim everything harsh, uncommanded, 
ceremonial ; we disclaim the Jewish, and much 
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more the Pharisaical observances ; we say with 
our Saviour, 'not man for the Sabbath:* we 
follow also with delight the change of the day 
of celebration, authorized by the ' Lord of the 
Sabbath.' But all this only leaves the grand fun- 
damental principle more strong and clear. ' The 
Sabbath was made for man/ to give him repose 
and religious peace, to give him time for the 
worship and adoration of God on earth ; to be 
the solemn guarantee and type of his last rest ; 
and to prepare and introduce him to the joy 
and ceaseless adoration of that glorious state. 
The Sabbath is man's privilege, interest, duty. 
It is the glory of his religion, the highest exer- 
cise of his rational nature, the bond and link 
which connects him with all that is spiritual, 
all that is holy, all that is divine on earth ; and 
which then transmits him to that exalted scene 
of eternal, and perfect, and uninterrupted spiri- 
tuality, holiness, and blessedness in heaven, for 
which he was created, and to which may God 
be pleased to bring" us all "for His infinite 
mercy in Jesus Christ our Lord '^ ! " . 

' Wilson on the Sabbath, p. 197. 
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DANIEL vi. lo. 

'' Jlofo fo^tn ^anitl hub il^nt tijt bttixxifj fans lagntb, ^t 
jbtnt ivda ^is ^ottst ; VLvib ^8 bAtibob$ bttng oftn in l/U 
t^Hmber tobarb Itrttsaltm, ^e ktutUb upon ^8 hmt$ 
iljtu iixtuB s bsg, nnii pragtb, snir gabt t^snks btim 
^s *ob, as ^e bib a/orttimt." 

L TT /"HEN he was yet a young man, this 
^ ^ Daniel had been found by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, then King of Babylon, to be wiser than 
all " the magicians, astrologers, Chaldaeans, and 
soothsayers *." For God had given him wisdom, 
and had inspired him with a knowledge beyond 
the reach of man. He had told the King what 
dream had disturbed him in the night, though 
Nebuchadnezzar himself could not recall it, and 
the prophetic meaning of the vision he had also, 
by God's help, declared. 

In the time of the dissolute and impious Bel- 
shazzar, he seems to have been slighted at court^ 

• Dan. V. II. ^ See Dan. v. 13 : "Art thou that 

Daniel ?" as to a stranger. 
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and allowed to retire into obscurity as one of 
a captive nation, a man too spiritual and too up- 
right to find favour with the profligate and pro- 
fane. But God brought him out once more into 
notice and honour, when He sent that strange 
hand to write on the wall over against the 
throne of the reveller. Then were the festivi- 
ties suddenly quelled, the noise of mirth was 
hushed, and the tremulous voice of Belshazzar 
called, but in vain, on his wise men to read and 
expound the writing that had been traced before 
him. Then did the Queen his mother come into 
the banquet-house, and counsel his sending for 
the neglected son of the captivity, and Daniel 
was brought in, and read and interpreted the 
heavy message, " God hath numbered thy king- 
dom, and finished it. Thou art weighed in the 
balances, and art found wanting. Thy kingdom is 
divided, and given to the Medes and Persians ^". 
That night Cyrus the Persian, and Darius the 
Median (his uncle), took the city and slew the 
Chaldaean king, and possessed themselves of 
the kingdom \ And it is no marvel that Darius 

* Dan. V. 26 — 28. •* Herodotus i. 191 ; Xenophon. 

Cyrop., .vii. 7 ; B«rosus apud Joseph. > c. ApioO) i. 20. 
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should have promoted to great honour the pro- 
phet who had foretold so plainly his victory. 
In the arrangement of the provinces of the vast 
empire now under the Persian sway, three presi- 
dents were appointed over the provincial princes 
or satraps, and of these three Daniel was made 
first; whilst so "excellent a spirit was found 
in him," so faithful and faultless a carriage in 
his office, that the new king, Darius, even con- 
templated setting him over the whole realm. 

Such an extraordinary promotion as this — and 
the man a foreigner, one of a captive nation — 
was sure to excite jealousy amongst the Persian 
and Median nobles. And long they watched 
for some occasion to accuse him before the 
King, and accomplish his downfall, but in vain. 
Then came into their minds that diabolical de- 
vice to turn his piety to his destruction. He 
was known to be a man of prayer, periodical 
and regular prayer, from which no business or 
pleasure was ever suffered to divert him, and 
hence they determined to derive their oppor- 
tunity. Under colour of doing extraordinary 
honour to the King, they persuaded Darius to 
pass a decree to the effect that no prayer or 
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petition should for one whole month be pre- 
sented to any being, human or divine, save 
to himself only, and this under pain of death. 
** Whosoever shall ask a petition of any god or 
man for thirty days, except of King Darius, he 
shall be cast into the lions* den." Suspecting 
no design, and foolishly taken with the flattery, 
Darius signed the decree, and it became a law 
which no power of his could reverse. 

II. Here then was Daniel's choice — ^to give up 
his habit of prayer for a season, or to die a male- 
factor's death under circumstances of excessive 
horror. 

And here our text finds him. Mark again, 
then, what is recorded: '*When he knew that 
the writing was signed, he went into his house ; 
(i) and his windows being open in his chamber 
toward Jerusalem, (2) he kneeled upon his knees, 
(3) three times a day, (4) and prayed and gave 
thanks before his God, as he did aforetime." 

"As he did aforetime." This, then, was his 
usual way of life. Let us observe it But for 
this extraordinary occasion we might not perhaps 
have known it But now that it has come to our 
pbservation, let us mark the particulars of it 
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(i.) He set open the windows of his chamber 
towards Jerusalem. And what did this action 
signify ? 

It signified that, whilst in the midst of the 
idols of Chaldaea and the false worship of the 
invading Persians, Daniel recognised One only 
Being as the object of his worship, the God 
of his fathers, who had chosen Jerusalem to put 
His name there. Jehovah, and Jehovah alone, 
would Daniel serve: this his actions declared 
when he turned towards Zion in his prayer. 

He signified also by so doing, his confident 
hope that in due time the walls of the city 
should be rebuilt and the Temple restored, aj\<i 
his people delivered from ^their captivity, afi^ 
sent home to their own land. There was f^^ 
likelihood of such an event so far as the conj^^' 
tures of political foresight could penetrate. 9'^^ 
the Word of "his God" had declared it, tl^.^^ 
Judah should yet go forth out of Babylon, a '^^ 
return to their home in the south, and this 1^ 
fully believed. Therefore to him Jerusalem i^^^ 
the centre of his expectations of the comiiigf 
happiness and freedom of his people ; and thitlier 
he looked in his supplication, praying, doubtless; 
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in all earnestness that the Lord would speedily 
accomplish their deliverance, whatever his in- 
dividual fate might be. 

Again, though now "her stones lay in the 
dustV' yet was Jerusalem the place of the 
house of God, where only the true service of 
God had been, and would afterwards be cele- 
brated. There was the place of the Ark and 
the Altar, there alone the sacrifice was to be 
continually offered, the lamb slain, the blood 
poured out, the atonement made. There had 
stood, and there should stand again, the priest 
daily ministering before God, and the high-priest 
interceding for the sins of the people. Because 
of these things. King Solomon, when he had 
builded his temple, had made that supplication 
before the Lord : " Hearken Thou to the sup- 
plication of Thy people Israel when they shall 
pray toward this place, and hear Thou in heaven 
Thy dwelling-place, and when Thou hearest, 
forgive'." " If they sin against Thee, .... and 
Thou be angry with them, and deliver them to 
the enemy, so that they carry them away capr 
tives, .... yet if they shall bethink themselves 
• See Ps. cil 14. ' i Kings viii. 30. 



174 SERMON XL 



in the land whither they were carried captives, 
and repent, .... and pray unto Thee toward 
their land, which Thou gavest unto their fathers, 
the city which Thou hast chosen, and the house 
which I have built for Thy name ; then hear 
Thou their prayer and their supplication in 
heaven Thy dwelling-place, and maintain their 
cause, and forgive Thy people, .... and give 
them compassion before them who carried them 
captive, that they may have compassion on 
them 8^/' That way the hearts of prophets and 
kings had aforetime been directed, in their dis- 
tress, and not in vain ; as when David de- 
clared, "I will worship toward Thy holy tem- 
ple V* and Jonah said in the fish's belly " I am 
cast out of Thy sight ; yet I will look again 
toward Thy holy temple V 

For these reasons therefore Daniel opened 
his windows towards Jerusalem when he prayed, 
to express his choice of Jehovah, the God of 
Israel, for his portion ; to express his unswerv- 
ing faith in the approaching restoration of his 
people thither, to signify his desire for an in- 
terest in all that was typified by the holy thing3 

f I Kings viil 46 — 50. *» Ps. v. 7. * Jonah ii 4. 
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of the temple, the atonement for sin, and the 
mediation of the priest. 

(2.) With a heart thus full of faith, "he kneeled 
upon his knees!* Evidently, then, his custom was 
to worship with the prostration of his body as well 
as the energy of his spirit. He looked upon both 
body and spirit as the Lord's, and both there- 
fore obliged to take part in His service. It was 
a gesture of profound humility, the posture of 
lowly entreaty, of the mean man in presence of 
the great If ever there was a time when mere 
forms might have been omitted, it was now. 
Had Daniel considered the attitude in which he 
placed himself before God a matter of indiffer- 
ence, this was an occasion when kneeling might 
have been dispensed with. The urgency of the 
case made it certain that he would not be drowsy 
in his prayer. Yet clearly he esteemed it im- 
portant that he should omit nothing that could 
either express or increase the earnestness of his 
supplication and the depth of his humility, 
and therefore "he kneeled upon his knees as 
aforetime." 

(3.) Note, further, how often he thus gave 
himself to prayer, — " three times a day I' accord- 
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ing to his previous practice. Such had been 
David's habit five hundred years before : '* As 
for me, I will call upon God, and the Lord shall 
save me. Evening, and morning, and at noon, 
will I pray and cry aloud ; and He shall hear 
my voiced." So, five hundred years afterwards, 
in the earliest days of the Christian Church, 
" They were all with one accord in one place/* 
(doubtless for prayer,) and it was "the third 
hour of the dayK" "Peter went up upon the 
housetop to pray, about the sixth hour I" " Peter 
and John went up together into the temple at 
the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour"*," 
i.e. at nine of the morning, at noon, at three 
of the afternoon, these holy men betook them- 
selves to prayer. No doubt Daniel lived a life 
of constant communing with God, offering up 
repeatedly, and at no measured intervals, ejacu- 
lations, little cries of his heart, for help or guid- 
ance, or protection, as occasion arose, all the day 
through. But over and above these, it is evident 
from this passage that it was his habit at stated 
times to retire to his own house and enter into 

J Ps. Iv. 16, 17. ^ Acts il I, 15. 

' Acts X. 9. ■ IbiA iil I. 
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his chamber for more distinct and solemn acts 
of devotion. Consider his position in life, and 
you will the better judge what importance he 
attached to this practice. He was no captive 
shut up within walls and bars, with whom such 
a system would be a relief to the monotony of 
his life ; no mere man of ease, with abundant 
time on his hands to employ as he might choose. 
But he was a chief minister of the greatest empire 
in the world. One hundred and twenty provinces 
of the Persian realm had to give in to him con- 
tinually the reports of their various and com- 
plicated and most important transactions. All 
the matters of government and revenue of these 
vast and widely separated and differently con- 
stituted lordships, were in his hands. And all 
these arduous duties were executed by him with 
such fidelity and exactness, that his most watch- 
ful enemies could find no flaw, however trifling, 
in his administration. 

Yet for all this Daniel never failed to with- 
draw himself for the purposes of devotion three 
several times in every day, morning, noon, and 
evening, whatever the pressure of public busi- 
ness might be. 

(4.) Another point observable in this account 
N 
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is, that at this time he ''gave tJtanksy It was 
his custom to mingle praise with his supplica- 
tions when he drew near to the throne of grace, 
and he did not now omit it. Many people 
would be disposed, I doubt not, to ask what 
subject of praise Daniel could find at such 
a moment, when God to all appearance had 
allowed his foes to triumph over him, and when 
a cruel death was staring him in the face with- 
out the smallest human chance of escape. The 
decree was signed ; no power on earth could 
alter it ; he was doing the very act to which the 
penalty of death was annexed, and his enemies, 
he well knew, were watching his steps. Yet he 
gave thanks. Methinks we may venture safely 
to tell what were the matters of his thanks- 
giving. 

He could bless God, who had chosen his fore- 
father Abraham from the midst of an idolatrous 
family, and brought him out to be His witness, 
and to experience the faithfulness of God to 
His promises. 

He could bless God for delivering Israel out 
of Egypt, what time they were sunk in a miser- 
able bondage, and altogether under the power 
of a- tyrant For the Lord had shewn His 
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mighty hand that time, and triumphed most 
gloriously over the powers of darkness. 

He could bless God for committing to his 
people *' the oracles " of truth — the knowledge 
by revelation of Himself and of His will, the 
records of His creation of the world, and all 
the history of man to that day ; and the com- 
fortable songs of holy men — the Psalms of Moses, 
and David, and Asaph ; the Wisdom of Solomon, 
the prophecies of Hosea and Joel, and Amos 
and Isaiah, and Jeremiah and Ezekiel — the last 
two living witnesses to the truth, or but lately 
taken from among men ; the stirring history of 
the saints, their patience, their work, or their 
triumphs — Abel and Enoch, and Noah and Jacob, 
and Joseph and Joshua, and Gideon and Barak, 
and Samson and Jephthae. For the blessed 
Word of God which contained all these things 
for the comfort and support of His people^ 
Daniel could bless Him now, as heartily as 
aforetime — nay, more heartily ; perhaps he 
never, with all his love of God and holy things, 
knew so fully as in this trying hour the value 
of the Holy Scriptures. 

He could give thanks, again, for all the com- 
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fortable promises with regard to his people. 
He knew from the Word of God that the cap- 
tivity would shortly terminate, and Judah be 
restored to the land of their fathers, there to 
dwell every man '* under his vine and under his 
fig .tree";" and, better still, there to worship 
again in the courts of the Lord's house. He 
knew also, though as yet the time was not re- 
vealed to him, that from his own family a 
mighty Deliverer was about to arise by and 
by, even in the latter days, who should set 
up a kingdom beginning at Jerusalem, and ex- 
tending itself from end to end of the whole 
world, a kingdom of righteousness and peace 
for ever ; and that in those goodly times, when- 
ever they should come, all the yearnings of 
God's Israel should be fully satisfied, all the 
glorious things that had been spoken of Zion 
richly fulfilled. For all these things Daniel 
could give thanks. 

For himself also he could bless God, in this 
moment of suspense, that he might safely com- 
mit the keeping of his soul to His all-wise and 
all-gracious Hand. He could glorify Him for 

■ Micah iv. 4. 
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His strength vouchsafed to his three friends, 
Ananias, Azarias, and Misael, whose faith He 
suffered not to fail in tluir fiery trial, and could 
leave it now with the same Lord either to give 
him a like miraculous deliverance by the minis- 
try of His angels, or else to take him from the 
evil to rest with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
in the hope of " a better resurrection "." 

Soy when " he went into his house, he kneeled 
upon his knees and prayed, and gave thanks 
before his God, as he did aforetime." 

Brethren, have we not in these particulars of 
Daniel's way of prayer a pattern for ourselves ? 
Did he look towards Jerusalem ? Let us in 
our prayers ever keep the eyes of our heart 
steadily fixed on the interest we have, in common 
with all saints^ in the atoning Blood of the 
Lamb of God and the intercession of our great 
High Priest, always present as He is on our be- 
half before the Mercy-seat in the holiest place, 
even in heaven. Did Daniel fall on his knees 
in prayer } Do not let us think our attitude 
in worship a matter of indifference, more es- 
pecially in the time of public service, unless, 
« Heb. xi. 35. 
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indeed, sickness or weakness of body hinders 
our imitating the saints, and copying in this par- 
ticular the example of the Lord Himself Did 
Daniel retire three times in the day for private 
communing with God in his chamber ? Let us 
not content ourselves with less. It may, we 
allow, be sometimes, and in some peculiar cases, 
impracticable, but not generally. Almost every 
man amongst us has a time for a short rest 
at least in the midst of the day's labours. 
How refreshing, how strengthening to his spirit 
would that rest be, if he took up a portion of 
it in converse with God, apart from men, if it 
were but a few minutes' walk in solitude ! To 
beg for a blessing on our occupation, or deliver- 
ance from a danger, or strength in a tempta- 
tion, or to bless God for a mercy just received, 
or a peril newly escaped, — surely this would be 
an unspeakable gain in the midst of our day, 
a drawing closer of the ties that link us with 
the unseen world. And did Daniel find it in 
his heart to bless and praise " his God " in that 
hour of imminent peril, when his adversaries 
seemed to be on the eve of a great triumph 
over him, and not one friend could be found 



DANIEL'S INSTANCY IN PRAYER. 1 83 

able to lend him help or afford him comfort, 
what a reproach is he to us if we are eager and 
importunate in asking, but slow and seldom in 
praise ? " Exhort," says the Apostle, " that 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving be 
made p." ** In everything give thanks, for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning 
you^." Truly, if we would but give heed to 
the mercies around us, — personal, domestic, na- 
tional, ecclesiastical, civil, mercies of time, hopes 
of eternity, — ^we never should, even in the hour 
of the darkest trials, be at a loss for subjects 
of praise. 

III. There are two points of a more general 
nature (not, I mean, of detail) in this example 
which I would very briefly notice. 

I. What a holy zeal for GocCs honour did 
Daniel shew, at a time when his religion brought 
him no credit but rather disgrace in the eyes of 
men ! He might (so some worldly-wise would 
think) he might have made his prayer in secret, 
might have prayed as heartily in his mind with- 
out letting anybody know what he was doing, 
and so have escaped the penalties of the decree. 

P I Tim. ii. I. *i i Thess. t. 18 ; Ephes. v. 20. 
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But he knew that here was an open conflict be- 
tween the powers of light and of darkness, God's 
servants and Satan's in array against one another; 
and therefore if he had drawn back only in ap- 
pearance, he would have seemed to be moved 
with fear, to doubt the power of "his God" 
to save him, and not to think it worth his while 
to run any risk in serving Jehovah. And he 
would not, for all the world, that God should 
be so dishonoured in the eyes of men ; he pre- 
ferred duty to life, and committed the event 
to God. 

Brethren, when we think to accommodate 
ourselves to circumstances, and when, amongst 
ungodly people, we endeavour to conceal our re- 
ligious principles, and to conciliate them by our 
conformity with their worldly or foolish ways, 
we dishonour Christ whose servants we ought 
always to shew ourselves, and we run the risk 
of that sentence, ** Whosoever shall be ashamed 
of Me and of My words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, of him also shall the Son 
of Man be ashamed, when He cometh in the 
glory of His Father with the holy angels'"." 
' Mark viii. 38. 
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2. How ardefitly must Daniel have loved prayer, 
that he should have chosen it rather than life 
itself, as "far better!" Must there not have 
been something in his prayers more than a 
form, something more than " saying his prayers," 
that he should so value it, so deeply enjoy it, 
that he would rather die than give up the privi- 
lege? On the subject of prayer, however, I 
cannot now speak to you more at length. 
But I would ask you, my friends, if you were 
offered the alternative of living for a month with- 
out prayer or being put to death, how many 
would choose to die ? Would there not be some 
who would be constrained to acknowledge that 
they are living at present a prayerless life ? A 
few forms they may be in the habit of re- 
peating occasionally, but they could do as well 
without these ; they would certainly rather give 
up these than give up life. Alas ! although 
they know it not, they are perishing with a far 
more dreadful death than if they had been torn 
in pieces of lions. 
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HABAKKUK ii. 4. 

'' St^olb, \^U Bonl b^tc^ is lititb xtji is not nprig^ in 
\pm : bnt i^t jnst s^all Ixbt bg }pB fait^/' 

T^HE harvest in Judah was nearly ripe for 
^ the sickle, the measure of the iniquity of 
Zion was well-nigh full, when these words were 
spoken. Wickedness filled and defiled the holy 
city; "Spoiling and violence are before me," 
said the Prophet ; " the law is slacked, and judg- 
ment doth never go forth : for the wicked doth 
compass about the righteous ; therefore wrong 
judgment proceedeth*" 

For this cause God was preparing to visit His 
people with grievous punishment: "For, lo, I 
raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty 
nation, which shall march through the breadth 
of the land, to possess the dwelling-places that 
are not their's. They are terrible and dreadful : 
. . . their horses are swifter than the leopards, 
• Hab. i. 3, 4. 
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and are more fierce than the evening wolves : . . . 
they shall come all for violence: their faces 
shall sup up as the east wind, and they shall 
gather the captivity as the sand ^" 

This was a terrible prospect to thoughtful 
men, and many doubtless that heard of this 
in Judah were astonished and trembled, and 
could only foresee the utter and eternal destruc- 
tion of their nation. As for the Prophet, he 
waited ; he took his stand, as it were, on the 
watch-tower ^, looking out for the indications of 
God's will ; and presently the message came, 
a message of hope, the promise of great things 
in the end for the people of the Lord of Hosts. 

And here, in passing, let me correct a very 
common misunderstanding of a passage in the 
First Lesson this morning. " Write the vision," 
said the Lord, " and make it plain upon tables, 
that he may run that readeth it^." This is 
commonly taken to mean that the prophecy 
was to be so plainly written, that a person 
running might be able to read it. But evidently, 
if you note the words more carefully, you will 
perceive it is not so. It is not that a runner 

«» Hab. i. 6—10. « Ibid. ii. I. ** Ibid. 2. 
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may read, but that the reader of it may run — 
run with the good tidings to proclaim them in 
Judah, and make known the gracious purposes 
of the Lord. And this contains a lesson to 
ourselves, that we should be stirred to a little 
more eagerness to impart to others the glorious 
things that the Lord 'Jesus has made known 
to us by His Gospel. 

Now the message to Habakkuk, the vision 
so certain to be fulfilled, the vision for which 
they were to wait patiently, forasmuch as, though 
it tarried, it was sure to come, was this, that the 
Chaldeans, then apparently above the reach of 
evil or reverse, should within a while be wholly 
overthrown, and the spoil rescued out of their 
hands. The very cruelties they were about to 
practise in Jerusalem should only turn to their 
more entire confusion, and more severe punish- 
ment, in a future and approaching day of re- 
tribution ®. 

Our Text describes the opposite condition of 

two very different classes of men, viewed in 

connection with these approaching judgments 

on Zion and Zion's enemies. " Behold, his soul 

« Hab. ii. 5. 
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which is lifted up is not upright in him : but the 
just shall live by his faith." 

The proud and the faithful are here contrasted. 
When great events and fierce struggles are at 
hand^ what of the proud ? Satisfied with him- 
self and his own merit, confident in his own 
powers and wisdom, God^ is not in his thoughts. 
He has no idea, or consciousness, of his depend- 
ence upon God, no humbling sense of his own 
unworthiness of favour ; he wishes to be, (if he 
thinks of the matter at all,) — he wishes to be 
independent of God. This is not a right spirit, 
neither does it tend to holiness, or mercy, or 
peace. His soul is not upright in him. He is 
not likely to examine his ways by the com- 
mandments of God, nor to seek to Him for 
pardon and guidance. So long as his self-con- 
fidence lasts, or success is permitted him, he is 
not likely to be forbearing to others : and if he 
should see symptoms of reverse, — chances turn- 
ing against him, as his phrase is, — ^he is not 
likely to enjoy much quietness and assurance 
of spirit. 

On the other hand, of a kind altogether 
diverse is the condition of those who are here 
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called '* the just :" " the just," it is written, " shall 
live by his faith." 

Faith is distrustful of self, conscious of sin 
and -utter absence of merit, and only looking for 
mercy as a free gift, a grace. Faith is conscious 
of ignorance and weakness, and of an entire 
dependence upon God as the Author of all 
wisdom and power. Faith knows full well that 
innumerable mercies have proceeded already 
from the gracious hand of the Lord, and trusts 
hopefully in the same loving-kindness for the 
future, and is certain that nothing ever has hap- 
pened yet, or ever can happen hereafter, except 
by His divine permission; and these thoughts 
of God in all things, and Him a God of infinite 
mercy and faithfulness, produce, and kindle into 
warm life, feelings of love towards Him. Faith, 
properly so called, is not a mere speculative 
belief that God is, and that He is the Supreme 
Disposer of all events ; but an assurance " that 
He is, and that He is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek HimV' The faith of the 
just, i.e. of the servants of God, is a strong con- 
viction that He is now full of loving-kindness 
I Heb. xi. 6. 



FAITH. 191 

towards them, that He has been the Giver of all 
the good they have ever enjoyed, and that to 
the end, yea, and beyond the duration of time. 
He will be for ever their Keeper, their Bene- 
factor, and their Father. Their faith, therefore, 
is a loving trust — not, we repeat it, cold belief, 
but loving trust; and we cannot too clearly 
keep this before our minds. 

"The just," says our text, "shall live by his 
faith." And he does live, in the best sense of 
the word, for he walks with God in holiness, and 
with man in love, and enjoys sweet peace in his 
soul whether the world around him is friendly 
or hostile, whether men count him prosperous 
or unfortunate. And high as his hopes may 
be, his expectation shall never perish, for He 
who is the Rock of his Confidence can never be 
removed. He is sure of his eternal reward ; 
all the more, because that reward is not of merit 
in him, but of free grace in God. 

What can exceed in beauty and in compre- 
hensiveness the Prophet Habakkuk's own de- 
scription of the life of faith } He foresaw ca- 
lamities terrible and numberless, yet said he, 
<* Although the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither 
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shall fruit be in the vines ; the labour of the 
olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no 
meat ; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, 
and there shall be no herd in the stalls: yet 
I will rejoice in the Lx>rd, I will joy in the God 
of my salvation. The Lord God is my strength, 
and He will make my feet like hinds' feet, and 
He will make me to walk upon mine high 
places *." 

But you may observe the same character 
about the faith of all that are eminent in the 
sacred story. Look at Abraham : his faith was 
a simple, trustful, loving confidence, by force 
of which he went whithersoever the Lord 
led him, did whatsoever the Lord bade him, 
nothing questioning about results, or events, or 
possibilities. Look at Moses: his faith caused 
him to set a higher value on the riches of Christ 
than on all the treasure of Egypt and a place 
among her highest princes. Look at Mary Mag- 
dalene, washing the feet of Jesus: were not 
faith and love here bound into one in her heart ? 
" Her sins, which are many, are forgiven ; for 
she loved much," said the Lord, as He spake 

» Hab. iii. 17—19. 
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of her. To her He said, " Thy faith hath saved 
thee." It was not, in her case, it was not merely 
that she recognised in Jesus the Messiah (Judas 
did this), or a messenger from another world 
(Pilate may have done this), but she had a per- 
ception of Him as her Saviour from the punish- 
ment justly incurred by her sins; and having 
such a faith, she could not be cold and heartless 
towards Him. Therefore her tears flowed as 
a stream, at the thought of her own guiltiness 
and of His goodness ; and the costly ointment 
was not, in her estimation, precious enough to 
be poured on the head of her holy and all- 
gracious Deliverer from death ^. 

In all these cases we have but so many illus- 
trations of the "faith" spoken of in our Text, 
whereby '*the just shall live," a "faith which 
worketh by love V 

I have chosen the words before us for our 
consideration to-day, brethren beloved, the rather 
because they are three times over quoted in the 
New Testament. 

St. Paul tells us (Rom. i. 1 7) that in the Gospel 
is " revealed the righteousness of God," i.e. God*s 
^ St. Luke vii. 44—50. * GaL y- 6. 

O 
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way of justifying, "from faith to faith : as it is 
written, The just shall live by faith." 

He says again (Gal. iii. ii), "That no man 
is justified by the law in the sight of God is 
evident ; for. The just shall live by faith." 

And in the Epistle to the Hebrews (x. 37, 38) 
the reference to the whole passage in the pro- 
phecy is more ample, for the writer says, " Yet 
a little while, and He that shall come will come, 
and will not tarry. Now the just shall live by 
faith; but if any man draw back, My soul shall 
have no pleasure in him K* 

In these three passages the words are quoted 
for the sake of the general principle which they 
contain, and that general principle is applied to 
the particular case in which Christ Jesus and 
His work are the object of faith ; as St. Paul 
says to the Romans, " faith shall be imputed to 
us for righteousness, if we believe on Him that 
raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; who 
was delivered for our offences, and raised again 
for our justification V 

Apply then the principle of the Text to this, 
the most important case of all, and what is the 

^ Vide Septuagint ' Ronuiv. 24, 25. 
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result ? The proud man's soul is lifted up, and 
is not upright in him. He is self-satisfied^ and 
unconscious of his need of an atonement for sin ; 
self-confident^ and unconscious of his need of 
another's strength to keep him in the right way. 
So he has little dependence on the Lord, little 
perception of His love, little glow of love to- 
wards Him, and, by consequence, feels little 
constrained to love his brethren for his Lord's 
sake. His soul cannot be upright in him. 

But, on the contrary, the man who has faith, 
in the sense of humble trusty rejects his own 
righteousness, and embraces with deepest thank- 
fulness the righteousness wrought for him, and 
is consequently full of humble thoughts of self, 
and grateful loving thoughts of God in Christ ; 
and so, out of the abundance of his own love 
shews forth the fruits of his faith, by a devotion 
of his every faculty to do his Lord's pleasure 
in all things. Accordingly, one of the homilies 
of our Church says, " The very sure and lively 
Christian faith is, not only to believe all things 
of God which are contained in Holy Scripture, 
but also is an earnest trust and confidence in 
God, that He doth regard us, and that He is 



196 SERMON XII. 



careful over us, as the father is over the child 
whom he doth love ; and that He will be mer- 
ciful unto us, for His only Son's sake, and that 
we have our Saviour Christ, our perpetual Advo- 
cate and Priest, in Whose only merits, oblation, 
and suffering, we do trust that our offences be 
continually washed and purged, whensoever we, 
repenting truly, do return to Him with our 
whole heart, stedfastly determining with our- 
selves, through His grace, to obey and serve 
Him in keeping His commandments, and never 
to turn back again to sin. Such is the true 
faith that the Scripture doth so much commend, 
the which, when it seeth and considereth what 
God hath done for us, is also moved, through 
continual assistance of the Spirit of God, to 
serve and please Him, to keep His favour, to 
fear His displeasure, and to continue his obe- 
dient children, shewing thankfulness again, by 
observing or keeping His commandments, and 
that freely, for true love chiefly, and not for 
dread of punishment, or love of temporal re- 
ward, considering how clearly without deservings 
we have received His mercy and pardon freely"*." 
» Horn. "Of the true and lively Faith," pt. i. 
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1. And whence comes this excellent virtue ? 

2. And how may I know whether I possess it ? 

3. And how may I ensure its increase within 
me? 

Such questions will peradventure arise in some 
of our minds : and it is well they should. Nor 
is it difficult to answer them. 

I. For the origin of faith. Holy Scripture is 
plain in telling us of this. It is the gift of God, 
His free gift. " By grace are ye saved, through 
faith, and that" faith " not of yourselves : it is 
the gift of Grod \'* " Faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God °." ** No man 
can come to Me, except the Father, which 
hath sent Me, draw him p." " Blessed art thou> 
Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but My Father which is 
in heaven %'' 

The gracious operation of a Divine power 
accompanying the preaching or teaching of God*s 
revealed truth, this it is whereby any man has 
this virtue, therefore called a ^mce, because it 
is God's free gift, not man's deserved acquisition. 

" Eph. ii. 8. *» Rom. x. 17. p St. John vi. 44. 

* St Matt, xvl 17. 
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2. *How may I know whether I have it?' 
Even as we know whether a man lives or not'. 
A living man has a beating heart, and speaking 
lips, and active limbs. So faith will shew it- 
self, if indeed it exists, and is alive, by actions 
demonstrating its existence. A loving heart, 
a will prompt to perform God's will, an earnest 
doing of all that is benevolent and useful, a life 
that tallies with the commandment, these things 
will be no questionable evidence to us that we 
have faith. But if they are wanting, their ab- 
sence as plainly tells us that our faith is dead, 
— is not. 

3. And if we have faith, how may we secure 
its increase and strengthening within us ? Surely 
by combining action and prayer. Let us be 
eareful to act up to what light we already pos- 
sess. Act, brethren, as if you loved, and love 
will come. Act as if you trusted, and trust will 
come. For love and confidence, if they exist 
at all, grow wonderfully by being exercised. 
We love most (it has been well said) those to 
whom we do most good ■. If the parent loves 
one child better than another, it is usually the 

' St. James ii. 26. ■ E contra, "odimus quern laesimus." 
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feeble, sickly one, on which the most care has 
been devoted, the one that has been the object 
of constant acts of self-denial, and laborious, 
painstaking attention. 

So, generally, those for whom we are in the 
habit of doing the most, come to be the most 
in our affections, and in our thoughts. We 
first, it is true, think of them; but then we 
act for them, and this act makes us think more 
often, and with constantly increasing interest. 

So is it in our relations to our Lord. If we 
are striving to please Him, and serve Him, and 
for His sake occupy ourselves in acts of kindness 
to those around us who are His members, part 
(as it were) of Himself, then the more will the 
affections of our heart be drawn out towards 
Him, and our mind occupied about Him. Thus 
will our faith, therefore, be daily gaining strength. 

And if we continually exercise a habit of 
trusting Him, — in our daily little cares and 
anxieties disburthening ourselves, and casting 
our care on Him, then, when greater occasions 
arise, our faith will be found equal to the occa- 
sion, and rising with it. When a question occurs 
between self-interest (in its lower sense, our 
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interests in worldly things), when a question 
arises between this and our Father's will, let 
us at once decide as we should were the Father 
as visibly present as He is really though in- 
visibly, and leave the consequences simply at 
His disposal. This postponing of the present 
world to the future, this putting of things that 
are seen into the background, and looking at 
the things that are not seen*, will greatly by 
degrees increase the vigour and the growth of 
faith within us. 

With such a system of action let us (as we 
have just said) combine prayer, remembering 
whence this excellent gift proceeds and has its 
origin. " Lord, increase our faith." " The love 
of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost which is given unto usV "He giveth 
more grace V "Draw nigh to God and He 
will draw nigh to you^." These are passages 
full of promise. But yet, it may be, we shall 
not have an immediate or a direct answer to 
our prayers. Keep we, therefore, in mind the 
case of one of the noblest of the Lord's faithful 

« 2 Cor. iv. 1 8. • Rom. v. 5. 

» St. James iv. 6. ^ Ibid. 8. 
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ones, and how it was she became so exemplary — 
the Syrophoenician. She asked, and He spake 
not She cried again, and she seemed actually 
repelled. She drew nearer, and she met with 
what appeared a refusal. What then ? She 
urged her request only so much the more humbly 
and pleadingly. Then she must have been heard 
from the very first, and only seemed to be 
neglected in order that her trust might be 
wrought up to a greater strength and intensity, 
till her praise went forth, "O woman, great is 
thy faith;" and her answer, "Be it unto thee 
even as thou wiltV* Therefore do not let us 
be surprised, if when we ask for an increase 
of this grace, the answer should come in the 
form of some heavy trial or sore affliction ; the 
Father best knows how and when to accomplish 
His children's desires. "Though He tarry, wait 
for Him." 

Let us run then, brethren, our course, " looking 
unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith ^" 
Let us lift up our eyes to Him, for the requisite 
strength. He will furnish supplies from time 
to time, according to our need. Let us look to 

» St. Matt. XV. 21—28. • Heb. xii. i, 2. 
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Him as our pattern. He is not far off in the 
way before every one that desires to see and to 
follow Him. Let us look at Him as the Only 
One in our esteem, the One whom it shall be 
our simple study and effort to please in all 
we do. Let us look to Him as our "exceeding 
great reward V to possess Him, to be with 
Him, to be inhabited by Him, to be inseparably 
united to, incorporated with, Him, to dwell in 
Him and He in us, — this our one, chief, and 
only desire, — then shall we infallibly, by grace, 
be found among those, both now and hereafter, 
of whom it is written so often in God's Word, 
" The just shall live by faith." 

•» Gen. XV. i. 
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ST. JOHN XX. 21. 

" ^8 Pb cfatfe^ ^at^f sent pt, efon S0 senb | 5011." 

T T ERE, brethren, is the commission in virtue 
-■^ -■' of which we minister before the Lord, 
and speak from Him the Word to you. More 
concerning the same great matter we may read 
in several other places of Holy Scripture, as 
when at His going away the Lord said to His 
Apostles, " All power is given unto Me in heaven 
and in earth. Go ye therefore, and make dis- 
ciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost ; teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you : and lo, 
I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world \" And again, where He said, " He 
that receiveth you receiveth MeV' and "he 

• An Ordination Sermon, preached at Lavington in Sep- 
tember, 1 86 1. *» St. Matt, xxviii. 18—20. ^ Ibid. x. 40. 
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that despiseth you despiseth Me ; and he that 
despiseth Me despiseth Him that sent Me**.*' 

The Apostles clearly believed that they had 
received this commission, that they were men 
sent forth in His t^ame, and representing Him 
on the earth, and they spake and acted in that 
faith and in the strength thence derived : *' We 
pray you in Christ's stead * ;" ** I laboured, .... 
yet not I, but the grace of God which was 
with me ' ;" " To whom ye forgive anything, — 
I forgive, .... in the person of Christ »." For 
which reason St. Paul did not reprove, but con- 
trariwise commended the Galatians, because 
they " received him as Christ Jesus \" And the 
Thessalonians because they received the Word 
preached unto them, '* not as the word of men, 
but as it is in truth the Word of God V 

Further, it is clear that the holy Apostles of 
the Lord believed that this office and ministry 
was entrusted to them to transmit to successors, 
not that it was a commission merely to be 
executed by them and with them to expire, 

^ St. Luke X. 1 6, i^«T<<. • 2 Cor. v. 20. 

' I Cor. XV. 10. » 2 Cor. ii. 10. 

k Gal. iv. 14. * I Thess. ii. 13. 
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but one to be handed down, age after age, with 
the promise of the presence and power of the 
Lord unto the end of the world. Therefore did 
they '* ordain elders in every church V' and con- 
stitute pastors, who should commit the same to 
faithful men, able to teach others also I And 
hence it is that from them, or rather from 
Christ Jesus the Lord Himself through them, 
we that are Christ's ministers at this moment 
have received our commission ; and woe to us 
if we do not exercise it wisely and faithfully, 
and after His most holy pattern, who has said, 
"As My Father hath sent Me, even so send 
I you." 

Now, brethren, in virtue of this commission, 
because we are messengers from God and not 
from man, nor by any authority merely of men, 
it is needful that you should look not on us but 
on Christ, and consider us simply as, what we 
are in very deed, just His representatives, neither 
more nor less- Endeavour therefore to recognise 
tills truth in all that you see us doing. Take, 
first, our work as you see it done in this holy 
place. 

'^ Acts xiv. 23. * 2 Tim. ii. 2. 
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(i.) We stand up and speak the most com- 
fortable words of absolution to the penitent. 
It is not we that speak, but Christ Jesus the 
Lord, through us pronouncing His pardon to 
them that turn to Him. We stand up to preach : 
we declare a message from God to you, that 
man, in his natural condition, is under the curse, 
sentence pronounced against him, and on the 
eve of execution, but that there is, nevertheless, 
"an acceptable year of the Lord"*," and that 
that year is now. We teach that unless worldly 
and inconsiderate men repent, they shall all 
perish after the terrible similitude of those on 
whom the tower of Siloam fell, and crushed 
them all^. Yet we teach, none the less, that 
God is not willing that any should perish, but 
that " all should come to the knowledge of the 
truth *>." We tell them of the great way of life 
opened out to them through the cross, and of 
the great spring and fountain of vigour in the 
presence of the indwelling Spirit We press 
them to take advantage, whilst the accepted 
time yet lasts, of all that God has done for 
their sakes; we urge them to be reconciled to 

■" Isa. Ixi. 2. " St Luke xiii. 4. ^ i Tim. ii. 4. 
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HimP, to come to the light, to come to the 
Son, that they may have life. 

What are we in all this } A " voice ^l' no 
more. It is not we that speak ; it is Christ 
Himself that is pleading with you through us. 

And thousands and tens of thousands have 
been brought out of darkness into light, from 
the power of Satan unto God; conversions 
wrought from heathenism, from atheism, from 
gross sensuality, from mere pleasure-seeking, 
from sinful carelessness, from every form of 
alienation from God, souls have been won back 
by the preaching of the Gospel. Thousands, 
too, and tens of thousands all over Christendom 
this blessed day are being stimulated, or in- 
structed, or consoled, — edified according to their 
infinitely varying needs ; and why } but simply 
and only because it is not we that speak, but 
Christ Himself that speaketh by and in us. 

Here is the secret of the otherwise unfathom- 
able mystery that men should be persuaded to 
give up all sorts of gratifications around them 
in this present world, and be content to live for 
a future unseen life, to forego what their senses 

P 2 Cor. V. 20. 1 St John i. 23. 
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can apprehend for the sake of what can only 
be discerned by faith, at the bidding and per- 
suasion of a man of like passions with them- 
selves. 

Clearly, brethren, it is not we, but Christ in 
us, Christ in His ministers, that is working this 
work of wonder. 

2. And as in the ministration of the Word, so 
also in that of the Sacraments, it is Christ that 
should be discerned in us. 

In the administration of Holy Baptism we 
stand up and declare His purpose of mercy, 
proclaim His invitation to the little children. 
We ask for the gift of the Holy Spirit of adop- 
tion for them, we take the babes in our arms, 
we sprinkle them with water in the name of the 
Holy Trinity, we declare them received into 
Christ's Church and made children of God. 
Surely, brethren, though it be the outward form 
of a man that the natural eye may discern per- 
forming the act, it is nevertheless Christ Himself 
who is acting and speaking by us, taking them 
in His arms, putting His hand upon them, bless- 
ing them, declaring that their's is the kingdom^ 
even as you will remember that it was said of 
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old time, "Jesus baptized" many, " though Jesus 
Himself baptized not, but His disciples V 

Therefore we may not doubt that He is ac- 
tually then receiving these little ones into living 
union with Himself, of which invisible act of 
His this outward act of ours is the assuring 
token and pledge. 

3. In like manner, in the celebration of the 
Lord's Supper, we, in His Name, give thanks, 
and break bread, and bless the cup, and give 
to you. Surely the whole act from first to last 
is His, not ours. On Christ, by an energy of 
faith, must your eyes be set that time, not on 
us. Look through our action to His. See the 
great High-priest in the heavens, presenting be- 
fore the Father His precious, all-prevailing blood 
of atonement. See Him on earth reaching out 
to you, for faith to apprehend it, and with 
reverend eagerness to feed thereon, your por- 
tion of the sacrifice, your share of His very 
body and blood, for strength and cleansing. If 
it is not this to you, it is but an empty form, 
the casket from which the inestimable jewel 
has been abstracted. 

' St. John iv. 2. 
P 
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If you follow US out of the sanctuary, brethren, 
the same great truth holds. In our ministerial 
acts you must look through us to Him whom 
we are representing, if you would form any just 
idea of our office and its immeasurable im- 
portance. 

I walk by the way and encounter some reck- 
less profligate man, never to be seen within the 
walls of this church ; he is on his way to some 
place of dissipation, or on some errand of gross 
sin ; and I speak to warn him, I plead with him 
to turn back, to think of his soul before it be 
too late, I lay the hand of loving pressure on 
his arm — there is a struggle, and he yields, or 
possibly he breaks away in his recklessness. 
It was Christ Himself, all the while, that was 
pleading with him, it was the finger of His 
gracious hand that touched him, and under its 
mysterious power he turned, or from its loving 
coercion he madly tore himself away. The 
good Shepherd would have brought back the 
lost sheep, and it was He that had gone forth 
to seek and to save. 

In our schools, again, we sit down, and the 
little ones gather round us, and we tell them 
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of the Father's love and of their blessedness in 
His house, and of the dangers that beset all 
His children, and of their safety in Him, and 
of their need of the frequent washing in the 
fountain that He has opened ^ the "blood and 
the Spirit, and the water * :" of these things we 
speak, striving to warm up their little hearts 
into the love of God and the hatred of sin. 
And what is all this but Christ "feeding His 
jambs V 

Or as they grow older we set ourselves to 
persuade them to declare themselves on the 
Lord's side, to profess themselves without fear 
His disciples and servants, to give up a fasci- 
nating world and seducing gratifications of the 
flesh, and to resist the wiles of the devil, and 
in order to perseverance therein to come and 
seek with "strong crying^" and vehement earn- 
estness for the gift of the blessed Spirit by the 
laying on of hands. 

And when they have been confirmed we begin 
anew, and strive to win them on to another de- 
cided step in their spiritual life, another step 

• Zech. xiii. I. • i St. John v. 8. 

" Ibid. xxi. 15. * Hebrews v. 7. 
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away from the world and all evil, viz. to the 
Holy Table of the Lord, for the which we do 
our utmost by teaching them, and praying with 
them, and praying for them, to make them ready. 
Truly, brethren, it would be a most inadequate 
conception of all this work to imagine that it 
was a mere work of man*s devising. It is not 
so. It is no other than the very work of Christ 
Himself, though man may be employed as an 
agent and instrument thereof 

It is the good Shepherd, once more, gently 
leading the feeble ones of His flock, guiding 
their uncertain steps, supporting their weak- 
ness, bearing with their slowness, encouraging 
their timidity, with infinite condescension adapt- 
ing Himself to their need, and making sure their 
progress towards the heavenly pastures and the 
" living fountains of water that proceed out of 
the throne of God and of the Lamb y." 

You will observe, brethren, that I have but 
given you a very few illustrations to suggest 
a train of thought that you may follow out 
for yourselves. Picture God's minister where 

y Rev. vii. 17 ; xxii. I. 
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you will, so he be doing his Master's work, and 
you must still discern the Master in, and rather 
than, the servant. Checking the frivolous, esta- 
blishing the waverer, comforting the penitent, 
sitting by the bedside of the sick, reading day 
by day his little portion of God's Word to the 
aged, praying with the dying man, gathering 
into one utterance the unspoken prayers of some 
afflicted family from which the beloved of their 
heart is just taken ; or — strange transition ! — 
standing to bless with God's own blessing those 
whom God has joined together and by matri- 
mony made one ; or sitting down with neigh- 
bours in their festive hours, moderating by his 
presence the feasting and the mirth, and raising 
the whole tone of that social gathering by his 
seasonable words, or watching and promoting 
the playful joy of a group of children, restrain- 
ing all expressions of temper, and keeping them 
heartily at . one, and courteous one towards 
another : — in all these cases and a thousand 
more, who is it that is present, teaching, or 
consoling, or blessing ? Your eye may see the 
servant, but his weak presence is only the 
shadow of His Master's, and we miss the great 
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purpose of the institution of the ministry if we 
do not discern that. 

And now, brethren, to what practical conclu- 
sions should such considerations lead us ? 

I. To admire the immeasurable love of Christ 
in the institution and perpetuation of this min- 
istry in His Church. 

A continual reminder of Himself, a standing 
means of good to the world, a living evidence of 
His mindfulness of us, a never-ceasing channel 
of communication, whereby He pours His bene- 
fits upon us. " Earthen vessels V filled with 
heavenly treasure; men, dust and ashes, the 
messengers of heavenly good things, and the 
ambassadors of God, that the excellency of the 
power may be evidently of Him and not of 
them. Surely the founding and the preserving 
of this ministry is a standing evidence of the 
yearning love of Christ towards the souls of 
men, not willing that any should perish, and 
of His purpose of grace to His Church that we 
should " all come in the unity of the faith and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God unto a per- 
fect man, unto the measure of the stature of the 

» 2 Cor. iv. 7. 
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fulness of Christ ». " Therefore let us be won to 
admire and adore herein the unspeakable love 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

2. Another great lesson that we may well be 
taught by the contemplation of Christ in His 
ministers is, " not to be puffed up for one against 
anothcr^r 

Surely this is one of Satan's great devices for 
the ruin of souls. He knows in his subtlety, if 
we do not, in our carnal folly, — he knows that it 
is Christ in His ministry by which his kingdom 
is being pulled down, and he dreads and hates 
the union of the great company of the preachers. 
He knows that we have this great, this one 
work in hand — to destroy his work. He sees 
us with one truth of the Holy Gospel on our 
lips, administering ''one baptism*'" as the en- 
trance into the new life, with ''one bread" for 
its sustentation. And every conversion wrought 
by our means is an abomination to him ; every 
instance of holy progress, every society of united 
hearts, utterly hateful in his sight. And so he 
tries to make divisions. 

And forasmuch as there is a human element, 
■ Eph. iv. 13. *» I Cor. iv. 6. « Eph. iv. 5. 
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of necessity, in this institution, — ^and inasmuch 
as men, by natural constitution, by education, 
by associations, by circumstances and events in 
their personal and spiritual history, differ each 
from other, — he makes the most of these dif- 
ferences, exaggerates them, strives to represent 
their working as of necessity conflicting, in order 
that he may set the one man against the other, 
and split up the Church under human leaders^ 
fighting section against section, instead of being 
one army arrayed under the great Captain 
against the powers of darkness ; with how much 
success we know full well. But be not ye, 
brethren, led astray by his wiles. 

3. But now, brethren, what of us who are in 
this ministry, or on the eve of entering thereon ? 
What a tremendous truth is this to us — that we 
are God's representatives on this earth ! 

To the highest created being it would be 
a stupendous trust to represent anywhere the 
Creator. How awful, how fearful, to such as 
we are, in such a world ! 

What if the ambassador should dishonour the 
great King ? what if he should be thinking of 
his own interests, and trying to advance them. 
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by means of the office committed to him for 
his Sovereign's honour ? What if his conduct 
and character should bring discredit on the 
Name he bears, the cause with which he is 
identified ? What if by pride or folly, or low 
sensual living, or covetousness, or party spirit, 
he should alienate from his good and glorious 
Sovereign those whom he was sent to reconcile 
to Him ? 

For true it is that multitudes of men do 
form their estimate of what God is by the 
life and the tone of those who claim to be the 
" men of God." 

To every man who knows his own heart, who 
looks back on his own life, who stands face to 
face with the future, who takes deliberately the 
measure of the work before him, these thoughts 
are simply tremendous. 

O brethren beloved, let us set before our- 
selves once more, by a new deliberate act, the 
Holy One of God whom the Father sent, — His 
life in all its detail, that we may imitate it with 
exactness ; His mind, that we may be more 
and more penetrated with it. Let us cling with 
firmer hold, never, if possible, relaxed for a 
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moment, to His mighty outstretched arm. There 
alone is our strength. But, thank God ! there is 
no difficulty in which that is not sufficient to 
guide us, no danger in which that is not suf- 
ficient to uphold us, no fight of afflictions in 
which that is not able to make us more than 
conquerors. 

This if we will do, then our Lord and King 
at His coming to take possession of the king- 
dom into which He has sent us as His fore- 
runners to prepare a people for Him, will have 
only words of praise for us, in the greatness of 
His tender, compassionate love, yea, will do 
a thing unheard of among the kingdoms of 
the world — make His ambassadors sharers of 
the throne of His kingdom. 
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